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MCAULEY SENIORS RECOGNIZE D BY 
 NATIONAL MERIT PROGRAM 

Dr. Christine Melone, president/principal of Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High 

School, announced that senior Elizabeth Fitzgerald of Oak Lawn has been named a 

Commended Student in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship Program and senior Jessica 

Jones of Ashburn has been named an Outstanding Participant in the 2009 National 

Achievement Scholarship Program. Elizabeth and Jessica took the qualifying PSAT test 

on National Testing Day in October of 2007.  

The Commended Students are among 34,000 high school seniors 

nationwide who have been recognized for placing in the top five percent of the 

1.5 million students who enter the competition. Elizabeth will receive a Letter 

of Commendation from Mother McAuley and the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation. Commended Students do not continue in the competition for 

National Merit Scholarships, but may qualify for special scholarships 

sponsored by corporations and businesses. 

The National Achievement Scholarship Program was initiated in 1964 

to honor academically promising Black American high school students. Jessica 

is one of 4,700 high school seniors who scored in the top 5 percent of more 

than 150,000 Black Americans who requested entry in the National 

Achievement Program. Jessica will receive a certificate in recognition of her 

outstanding academic promise and a referral to colleges for her potential for 

academic success. 
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