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Architecture 
 
Leanne Meyer-Smith, AIA LEED AP BD+C 
Vice President of Architecture, Licensed Architect at Wight & Company 
Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master of Architecture from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Leanne attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for 6 years, where she received both her 
undergraduate and graduate degrees. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies as well as 
a Master of Architecture with a Concentration in Architectural Practice and a Minor in Business. She is a 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Accredited Professional (LEED AP) with a Building Design + 
Construction (BD+C) specialty. Leanne loves architecture as a built form of art. Growing up she wanted to 
find a way to combine her love for art with her love for seeing her dad build houses. She has worked on 
many types of projects including schools, churches, colleges and park districts. One of her greatest 
experiences has been to give back by travelling with her parish church to Haiti several times to design-build 
a school, a medical clinic and to start on a church with the community. 
 
Megan Mockbee, LEED AP BD+C 
Construction Project Manager at Wight & Company 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering with an emphasis in Construction from Purdue University 
Megan attended Purdue University where she received her Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering with an 
emphasis on Construction. She is a licensed Professional Engineer in Illinois, a LEED Accredited Professional 
with a Building Design + Construction specialty and CM-LEAN Accredited. Megan has been a Project 
Manager at Wight & Company for more than three years and has worked on many types of projects 
including schools, village halls, ice rinks, senior residence housing and park districts.   
 
Meggan Stanton, LEED AP BD+C 
Architectural Intern II at Wight & Company 
Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Masters of Architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Meggan attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for 6 years, where she received both her 
undergraduate and graduate degrees. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies as well as 
a Master of Architecture with a Concentration in Historic Preservation. Meggan is a LEED Accredited 
Professional with a Building Design + Construction specialty. Her professional focus is on the adaptive reuse 
of old buildings so that they can be reestablished as important and useful structures within their 
communities. She currently works on the redevelopment of local high schools, which is a lot of fun because 
it’s like figuring out a big puzzle and every project comes with a different puzzle to solve. 
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Wendy Watts 
Interior Architecture Designer at Wight & Company  
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Design from Northern Illinois University 
Wendy attended Northern Illinois University and graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Design in 1992. 
She is a member of the International Interior Design Association (IIDA) and passed her National Council for 
Interior Design Qualifications exams in 2000. She has had the pleasure of designing environments for all 
different market types including retail, healthcare, corporate and higher education. However, her true love 
is designing spaces for kindergarten through high school. Designing schools is interesting to her because 
she loves the education process and thrives on the energy that happens within the building. One of her 
favorite moments in her career was being part of the School Building Program Research Study for the City 
of Vienna, Austria in 2001. 

 
 
Arts 
 
Jean Lachat ‘85 
Lead Photographer at the University of Chicago 
Bachelor of Science in Journalism from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master of Science in Journalism from Roosevelt University 
Jean joined University of Chicago Communications as the University Photographer in 2016 after 4 years as a 
freelance photographer for the University of Chicago, as well as other high-profile clients in Chicago. She 
has 30 years of photojournalism experience, including 12 years on staff at the Chicago Sun-Times, where 
she was honored with awards in news, feature, and sports photography. Jean has a Bachelor of Science in 
Journalism from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a Master of Science in Journalism from 
Roosevelt University in Chicago.  
*Jeanine will have to leave at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Anne McNamee-Keels ‘03 
Education Manager at Adventure Stage Chicago 
Bachelor of Science in Performance Studies from Northwestern University 
Master of Fine Arts from the University of Texas at Austin 
Anne McNamee-Keels is a Chicago-based applied theatre artist, educator, facilitator, and arts integration 
specialist. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Performance Studies from Northwestern University and a 
Master of Fine Arts in Drama and Theatre for Youth and Communities from the University of Texas at Austin. 
Adventure Stage Chicago, a program of the Northwestern Settlement, creates and tells heroic stories 
about young people. They do this to engage their community and inspire all of us to be heroes in our own 
lives. As Education Manager, Anne oversees their partnerships with schools, including in-class residencies 
and professional development workshops for teaching artist and classroom teachers. She also develops 
lobby displays and learning guides in conjunction with their mainstage shows. 

 
 
Business Administration 
 
Yvonne Biszewski ‘83 
Edwards Insurance Agency 
Yvonne has been the Officer Manger at Edwards Insurance Agency since 2012.  
 
 
 
 



Updated 3-3-17 at 5:50 a.m.   3 
 

Katie Edwards 
Owner and Insurance Agent at Edwards Insurance Agency 
Katie is a female independent insurance broker. She is a fully licensed life, health, auto, and home 
insurance agent with more than 15 years of experience. She established Edwards Insurance Agency in 2008 
to serve Chicago and the southwest suburbs and has been an insurance professional since 1998. She 
started her career as a service representative at a top 5 Insurance company. Having serviced over 4,000 
policies, she moved up very quickly in her career. She believes in having a special relationship with all of her 
customers. Hard work has earned her a status as one of the top agents in her district for Erie Insurance.  
 
Regina Engel ‘12 
Shift Manager, Logistics at Amazon.com 
Bachelor of Science in Business from the University of Notre Dame 
Regina joined Amazon in the Amazon Logistics division working as a Shift Manager in the Morton Grove 
Delivery Station in July 2016. She was nominated to work on the 2016 Model Site Project and was sent to 
San Francisco for three weeks to help a struggling Delivery Station. 
 
Cathy McIsaac Branigan ‘81 

Area Senior Vice President, Client Development at Arthur J. Gallagher 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Communications from Saint Mary’s College at Notre Dame 
Cathy provides total rewards consulting services to businesses, including programs such as health 
insurance, wellness, communications, compliance and other risk management programs. She has spent 
time in sales and was the director of account management for the Illinois and Wisconsin markets for Aetna. 
She has received many awards for top sales production through the years. 
 
Kate Scully Krebsbach ‘05 
Senior Recruiter at Addison Group 
Bachelor of Arts in Communication / Public Relations from the University of Dayton 
Kate began her career in marketing and public relations, and continues to use her communication degree 
in every aspect of her job as a recruiter. For the last three years, Kate has recruited individuals within various 
industries in Chicago, from financial services to healthcare to marketing. Kate helps clients hire great 
people; she meets with candidates and matches them with clients who are looking for great folks with 
particular experience. Kate has mentored other recruiters within her company, trained team members on 
creating a great 'candidate experience,' and is always networking. In addition to being a Mighty Mac, 
she's a proud University of Dayton “Flyer.” 
 
Colleen Sullivan ‘10 
Business Analyst at Kellogg Company 
Bachelor of Arts in Finance and International Business from North Central College 
Master’s Degree in Information Systems, Business Systems from DePaul University 
Colleen began at Kellogg's as a contractor in June 2014. During an 8 month span she designed, 
implemented, and monitored the deployment of software to their 22,000 global employees. In February 
2015 she was hired as a full-time employee. She managed a global printer refresh project where they 
refreshed 1,300 printers across 189 global locations. Colleen partnered with people from every region and 
location to make this project a success. She was the business analyst, communication contact, project 
manager, and logistics manager of deploying new printers. Currently, she manages financials for the entire 
technology category at Kellogg's. She manages and analyzes their mobile monthly invoices, identifies cost 
saving opportunities for technology, and ensures the technology category is meeting its cost saving goals 
and is aligned with company-wide initiatives. 
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Education & Education Administration 
 
Elizabeth Brent ‘09 
Special Education Teacher  
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art Teacher Education from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master’s Degree in Special Education and Teaching from Trinity Christian College 
Elizabeth is a certified K-12 Visual Arts and Special Education Teacher. She received her Bachelors in Art 
Education from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2014, and her Masters in Special Education 
in 2016 from Trinity Christian College. She taught visual arts (painting, drawing, ceramics, and photography) 
for 2 years before becoming a 3rd and 4th grade Special Education Resource Teacher. She also is an artist 
and creates under BrentArt, her family's art business. 
 
Jandi Kelly ‘02 
Doctoral Student at the University of Michigan Center for the Study of Higher and Post-secondary Education 
Bachelor of Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
Master of Science in Higher Education Policy and Administration from Northwestern University 
Jandi is a third year doctoral student at the University of Michigan's Center for the Study of Higher and 
Postsecondary Education. Her research focuses on the aims of higher education and how colleges can 
better support individuals in cultivating lives of purpose and pursuing meaningful work. Prior to joining the 
University of Michigan, Jandi worked in strategic planning and career development at the University of 
Chicago and conducted research for Northwestern University's Office of Change Management. Jandi 
holds a Bachelor's degree from the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign and a Master's degree from 
Northwestern University. 
 
Victoria Smitendorf Lewis ‘76 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics at the University of St. Francis, Joliet 
Master’s Degree from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Victoria has a long career in teaching in higher education. She taught computer science at Daley College 
from 1981-1985, taught math and computer science at the University of Illinois at Chicago from 1985-1987, 
and currently teaches math at the University of St. Francis, where she’s been for 30 years. 

 
 
Engineering 
 
Carol Bartucci ‘81 
Chief Information Officer ComEd, Vice President Digital Grid, IT 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the Illinois Institute of Technology 
Carol Bartucci is Chief Information Officer (CIO) of ComEd and Vice President (VP) of Digital Grid in the 
Exelon Utilities IT organization. In this role, Carol has responsibility for overseeing and coordinating IT activities 
across ComEd, and direct responsibility for projects and maintenance in the Telecommunications, Analytics 
and Smart Meter areas across all Exelon Utilities. With more than 30 years of service at Exelon, Carol has 
held a variety of positions in IT, including Director of Smart Grid Initiatives, Manager of IT Customer Meter-to-
Market, and Manager of Nuclear Real Time Systems. She also spent some time in Supply as Manager of 
Corporate Services and Materials. Carol holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from 
the Illinois Institute of Technology, and is dedicated to educating our young people on the benefits of a 
STEM career. 
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Julia Carey ‘07 
Senior Food Scientist at Kraft Heinz 
Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering from Villanova University 
Julia is currently a Senior Food Scientist in Research and Development for the Kraft Heinz Company. She 
develops recipes and launches new products for meat (hot dogs, bacon, etc.), coffee, and cheese. 
Previously, she spent nearly 5 years at the Kellogg Company working on cookie and cracker projects (new 
equipment startup, formulation/recipe changes, etc.). 
 
Mary Plockelman Young, P.E., P.T.O.E. ‘86 
Vice President at Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Mary is a graduate of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor's degree in Civil 
Engineering and has been employed in transportation consulting engineering since 1991. Mary possesses 
expertise in comprehensive impact studies, traffic engineering and environmental/location-design studies. 
She has directed environmental/design studies for projects ranging from intersection improvements to 
major roadway corridors. Mary has had extensive training in the National Environmental Policy Act 
procedures and methodologies and is pre-qualified by IDOT at the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
level. She is able to create effective stakeholder involvement programs as part of the context sensitive 
design process through her thorough understanding of the transportation planning and implementation 
process combined with her communication skills. 

 
 
Finance and Investments 
 
Mary Gilhooly McGovern, CFP ‘87 
Financial Planner at Morgan Stanley 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, Finance & Economics from Eastern Illinois University 
Master of Business Administration in Finance from DePaul University 
Four and a half years ago, Mary launched her second career as a Financial Planner after a 13 year career 
break to raise her four children. Her first career was as an Equity Research Analyst at the Northern Trust Co. 
where she worked for almost 10 years. 
 
LaShundra D. Harmon ‘89 
Financial Representative / Advisor at The Heartland Group 
Bachelor of Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
LaShundra helps families start financial foundations and teaches financial literacy to high school children 
and in daycare centers. She offers financial planning mainly starting with Life Insurance. LaShundra is the 
first woman adviser in her firm to win the prestigious Pacesetter Award from Penn Mutual. She has been on 
several radio programs to talk about the importance of having your finances and affairs in order. 
 
Maralynn Kearney ‘85 
Financial Advisor at Waddell & Reed 
Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master of Business Administration in Finance from DePaul University 
Maralynn is a Financial Advisor with Waddell & Reed. She works with people to help them make informed 
and strategic financial decisions. 
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Theresa Lavelle ‘06 
Audit Manager at Deloitte & Touche LLP 
Bachelor of Science in Accountancy from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master’s Degree in Accounting from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Theresa is responsible for overseeing and completing the functions required for audits of both public and 
privately held companies in the consumer and industrial products. In 2014, Theresa completed a four-
month work rotation in Melbourne, Australia. She is a member of the Mother McAuley Audit Committee. 
 
Cora Murphy 
Senior Vice President at Primerica 
Bachelor of Arts in Economics from Saint Xavier University 
At Primerica, an insurance and financial services firm, Cora helps provide insurance coverage and 
financial planning and investment services to middle income and working class families. After joining the 
company in 1998, her success in expanding the client base and developing high‐performance 
representatives resulted in her quick rise from entry‐level representative to Senior Vice President. 
 
Laura Shallow ‘75 
Finance Services at World Data Systems 
Master of Business Administration and Master of Science in Finance from Saint Xavier University 
Doctor of Business Administration from Argosy University 
Laura has held senior-level positions throughout her banking career in marketing, public relations, 
community relations, corporate communications; management and administration; retail banking, branch 
administration; sales, sales management, and business development; commercial banking, professional 
banking, government and institutional banking; trusts, investments, and financial planning. Laura is the 
recipient of the Mother McAuley Distinguished Alumna Award and the Saint Xavier University distinguished 
academic, Beta Gamma Sigma, alumni service and distinguished faculty awards. 
 
Kelly Stanley, CFP ‘96 
Wealth Advisor at The Cogent Advisor 
Bachelor of Science in Finance from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master of Business Administartion from Saint Xavier University 
Prior to joining the Cogent Advisor, Kelly gained more than 15 years of experience in personal and 
corporate finance, including seven years as a financial planner for a Chicago advisory firm. She is a 
Certified Financial Planner™ professional, with a Master of Business Administration from Saint Xavier 
University and a Bachelor’s degree in Finance from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. In her 
current role, she works directly with individuals and families acting as their personal Chief Financial Officer, 
freeing up their time so that they can focus on the people they love and the activities that bring them joy. 
 
Stefanie Synal ‘96 
Regional Vice President at Primerica 
Bachelor of Commerce from DePaul University 
Stefanie started part time at Primerica while she was in college at DePaul through an internship. She was 
working with clients on their financial portfolios. Once she graduated, Stefanie transitioned to a leadership 
role within the company. She continued to work with clients on their financial game plan and trained and 
developed others to do the same. She owns a branch location for the company and has been running 
that location for almost 10 years now. 
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Health – Dental 
 
Patricia Stifter, D.D.S. ‘75 
Dental Owner and Dentist at Patricia Stifter DDS and Visiting Faculty Member at DePaul University 
Doctor of Dental Surgery from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Patricia has practiced general dentistry for almost 32 years, 30 as a small business owner. She has taught 
health science classes for non-health science majors at DePaul University in the School for New Learning for 
30 years. 

 
 
Health – Exercise & Nutrition 
 
Molly Carroll ‘05 
Spinning Instructor at Beverly Ride On 
Bachelor of Arts from Saint Mary’s College at Notre Dame 
Graduate studies in Communicative Disorders and Speech Language Pathology from Governors State 
University 
Molly has been a spinning instructor at Beverly Ride on since 2012. She also works as an Executive Assistant 
at Vivid Seats.  
 
Nora Collins ‘10 
Athletic Trainer at Athletico Physical Therapy 
Bachelor Degree from Illinois State University  
Nora has been a certified/listeners athletic trainer in Illinois for almost 3 years and has worked full time at a 
western suburb high school for 2 years. She initially worked for CPS football at Gately Stadium, where she 
gained a majority of her experience in the field. She was a "guinea pig" with 6 other athletic trainers for CPS 
in combination with Athletico as the first athletic trainers for the CPS football teams. It was an amazing 
experience & they were able to give feedback on what worked & what didn't to continue to provide 
medical attention to their athletes. She loves her job; there is never a day where she dreads going to work. 
It is very rewarding. 
 
Annie Grochocinski ‘06 
Transplant Dietitian at the University of Chicago 
Bachelor’s from the University of Dayton 
Annie has been a registered dietitian for nearly 5 years, currently working as the Liver Transplant Dietitian at 
University of Chicago Medicine. Every day, she meets with surgical and medical teams to discuss their 
patients. Annie must evaluate each liver transplant candidate to determine if they are a suitable 
candidate for surgery from a nutrition standpoint. As many of her patients are malnourished, Annie 
educates them on proper diets and if necessary, manages their feedings via a feeding tube. Annie is also a 
consultant for Roche Dietitians, where she works with mentally disabled clients, and is also a health coach 
on the mobile app, Rise. Annie loves her job and has experience in many different fields of dietetics and 
would love to help anyone that is interested in a career involving nutrition. 
 
Jennifer Moody ‘84 
Spin Studio Owner & Instructor at Beverly Ride On 
Bachelor’s from Illinois State University  
Jennifer is a partial owner and accountant of an electrical firm, which just had its 21st anniversary. She also 
has been an owner of a Spinning Facility for the past 15 years. She created the facility, taught there 
through the years and now has 2 daughters who have become certified instructors. She has a total of 12 
instructors that work for her and they provide classes 7 days a week. 
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Tal Vanek, RDN ‘07 
Director of Nutrition Services at Catholic Charities 
Bachelor of Science in Nutrition and Dietetics from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 
Tal graduated in 2012 from the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Nutrition and Dietetics. She completed her dietetic internship at Dominican University focusing on clinical 
dietetics at John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County. In 2015, Tal graduated from Kennedy-King College 
with an Associate of Applied Science in Addiction Studies and an Associate of Applied Science in Social 
Work. Currently, Tal is also pursuing her Master of Science in Clinical Mental Health Counseling at Walden 
University. Tal originally came to Catholic Charities as an undergraduate intern in search of nutrition-related 
work experience in 2010. She works directly to enhance nutrition education initiatives with five special 
supplemental food and nutrition programs: Women, Infants, Children (WIC), Women, Infants, Children (WIC) 
Farmer’s Market, Senior Food and Nutrition Program (SFNP, known nationally as the Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), and Child and Adult Care Food 
Program (CACFP). Tal also works with the Home Delivered Meals and Congregate Food Programs for 
seniors. She is a Registered Dietitian and licensed with the State of Illinois. 

 
 
Health – Nursing 
 
Beth Crowley Carter ‘84 
Registered Nurse at Advocate Children’s Hospital 
Bachelor’s from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
For the past 20 years, Beth has provided nursing care to critically ill children involving organ transplants. She 
has traveled to outside hospitals via helicopters and ambulances to transport critically ill children to her 
hospital and has even traveled to Colorado to retrieve a heart for a transplant patient at her former 
hospital. 
 
Marianne Kwiatkowski ‘82 
Nurse Practitioner 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Marquette University 
Master of Science in Nursing from the University of California at San Francisco 
Marianne has worked as a Nurse Practitioner since 1997 in various medical practices. Her current work has 
a focus on geriatric, or elderly, patients in assisted living and nursing home settings. She also is a retired Air 
Force Reserve Nurse. 

 
 
Health – Ophthalmology 
 
Jennifer Lim, M.D. ‘80 
Professor of Ophthalmology and Director of Retina Services at the University of Illinois – Eye and Ear Infirmary 
in Chicago 
Doctor of Medicine from Northwestern University 
Dr. Jennifer Lim is professor of Ophthalmology and Director of the Retina Service at University of Illinois, Eye 
and Ear Infirmary in Chicago and has investigated more than 50 clinical trials on eye-related conditions. 
She is currently the principal investigator of 10 clinical trials at UIC. She has received many awards and 
accolades throughout her education and career; belongs to and has held leadership positions within the 
Retina Society, Macula Society, American Society of Retinal Specialists (ASRS), Women in Ophthalmology 
(WIO), Chinese American Ophthalmology Society and Women in Retina (WinR) and was the Director and 
also on the Retina Subspecialty Day Planning Committee of the American Academy of Ophthalmology; 



Updated 3-3-17 at 5:50 a.m.   9 
 

and has authored or co-authored over 275 articles, 22 book chapters and edited several books including 
Age-Related Macular Degeneration, which is currently in the Third Edition.  

 
 
Health – Pharmacy 
 
Sandra Kendrick Lee ‘66 
Pharmaceutical Medical Writer at Baxter Healthcare and Aspira 
Doctorate of Biochemistry from Northwestern University 
Dr. Lee is a career-long researcher who has worked as a scientist, university instructor and administrator, 
and medical writer. She has been a Pharmaceutical Medical Writer for the past 6 years for 2 major drug 
companies, and spent a combined 13 years as an administrator at the University of Chicago Pritzker School 
of Medicine and Feinberg School of Medicine. Dr. Lee has also taught chemistry and biochemistry courses 
at several Chicago-area medical schools and a researcher and grant writer at Harvard University and the 
National Institute of Health in Bethesda, Maryland. 
 
Vanessa Prorwicz-Lehnhardt, Pharm.D. ‘98 
Clinical Coordinator, Oncology Pharmacist at Advocate Christ Medical Center 
Doctor of Pharmacy from Midwestern University 
Vanessa has been an Oncology Pharmacist for more than 10 years, with her pharmacy experience starting 
her senior year of high school as a Pharmacy Technician for Osco-Drug. Upon graduating pharmacy 
school, she worked as a Pharmacist at the Cardinal Bernadine Cancer Center at Loyola Medicine. She 
spent 2 years with Loyola before starting in her current position at Advocate Christ Medical Center as the 
Clinical Coordinator in Oncology, where she oversees the medical management of adult oncology 
patients, both in the inpatient and outpatient settings. In her role, she leads the Pharmacy Oncology 
Council for the Advocate Health Care System, and precepts pharmacy students from Midwestern 
University and the University of Illinois - Chicago. In November 2010, she became a Board Certified 
Oncology Pharmacist through the Board of Pharmacy Specialties, and is an active member of the 
Hematology / Oncology Pharmacy Association. 

 
 
Health – Psychology & Behavior Analysis 
 
Becki Pikula, BCBA ‘07 
Behavior Analyst / Clinician at Trumpet Behavioral Health 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Entrepreneurship 
Master’s Degree in Multi-categorical Special Education 
Master’s Level Certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis from the Florida Institute of Technology 
Becki started as an Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapist during her undergraduate and graduate 
programs. She worked with children with autism and other related disorders ranging in ages 18 months to 
13 years. Becki implemented skill acquisition programs and reduced challenging behaviors. She went to 
Saint Xavier University for a Master's degree in Special Education. During her time there, she worked in 
many special education classrooms from 1st grade to 8th grade. At Florida Institute of Technology, she 
went through their Master's Level Certification Program for Behavior Analysis. She has been working for 
Trumpet Behavioral Health for 2 years and is currently a clinician. As a clinician, she works with parents, 
educators and healthcare professionals to provide Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) treatment for children 
and adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) and developmental disabilities. 
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Courtenay Rourke Ainsworth, Ph.D. ‘92 
Pediatric Neuropsychologist at BrainTree Neuropsychological Services 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biology from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master’s Degree in Rehabilitation Psychology from the University of Wisconsin – Madison 
Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the Illinois Institute of Technology 
After graduating from McAuley, Courtenay attended the University of Illinois-Champaign and earned a 
Bachelor's degree in Biology. She then attended graduate school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and earned a Master's degree in Rehabilitation Psychology. Courtenay worked as a case manager for 
individuals with brain injuries and persistent mental illness within a supported employment agency. 
Following this position, she worked for four years as an in-home behavioral consultant for children with 
autism. She then decided to pursue a doctorate, and earned her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology at IIT. She 
completed a 2-year Post-Doctoral program through the University of Illinois-Chicago College of Medicine 
for specialization in pediatric neuropsychology. Subsequently, she founded a private practice, BrainTree 
Neuropsychological Services, where Courtenay provides diagnostic medical evaluations for children with 
suspected autism spectrum disorder, specific learning disabilities, ADHD, and/or mood disorders. She loves 
working one-on-one with the children, conducting school observations, and sharing the testing results with 
parents and teachers to enhance each child's functioning through increased supports! 

 
 
Health – Therapy 
 
Miriam Carroll-Alfano ‘89 
Clinical Specialist at Saint Xavier University 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from Loyola University of Chicago 
Master of Speech Pathology from Saint Xavier University 
Miriam has been a medical speech-language pathologist for 17 years working in hospitals, acute 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing facilities, and outpatient settings. Her area of specialty is neurogenic 
communication disorders and swallowing disorders caused by stroke, traumatic brain injury, and 
neurological diseases. She has been a clinical faculty member at Saint Xavier University for 9 years and 
coordinates the Concussion Education Program for the university. She is completing her doctorate in 
Interdisciplinary Health Science at Western Michigan University. Her dissertation research is looking at 
prevention, assessment, and treatment of concussion in student athletes. 
 
Jeanine Freeberg ‘93 
Pediatric and Animal Physical Therapist at Little Steps, Big Strides, LLC 
Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Therapy from Northern Illinois University 
Doctorate from Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science 
Jeanine is a pediatric physical therapist who currently owns her own home health company. Previously, she 
has worked at a children's hospital, outpatient clinics, and in the school setting. She has a Bachelor's 
degree and a Doctorate (DPT) in Physical Therapy. She also is a certified neurodevelopmental therapist 
(C/NDT) in the treatment of children with cerebral palsy. She has translated her pediatric physical therapy 
skills into working in the field of animal rehabilitation, treating animals with similar injuries, and has worked at 
two veterinary rehabilitation clinics. She presented on the topic of canine rehabilitation at an American 
Physical Therapy Association conference as well as at the International Association of Rehabilitation and 
Veterinary Physical Therapy. 
 
Mary A. Geimer-ONeil ‘81 
Physical Therapist at Athletico Physical Therapy 
Bachelor’s degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Mary has more than 30 years of experience, starting as an Athletic Trainer and working in sports medicine 
from the high school level to professional athletes. She has extensive outpatient physical therapy work 
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primarily in Orthopedics. Other experiences include home health, aquatic therapy and teaching at Fox 
College. 
*Mary will be at the fair from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
 
Jennifer Moriarty ‘09 
Physical Therapist at Athletico Physical Therapy 
Doctorate from Saint Louis University School of Medicine 
Jennifer graduated in 2015 with a doctorate in physical therapy from Saint Louis University. Since 
graduation, she has been working at Athletico Physical Therapy in Palos Heights. She treats a wide variety 
of patient populations, from young children to athletes to older patients. She loves her job and loves 
sharing and teaching people about her profession as a physical therapist. 
*Jennifer will be at the fair from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
Jill Sweeney ‘04 
Occupational Therapist at Advocate Christ Medical Center 
Master’s Degree in Occupational Therepy from Saint Ambrose University 
Jill has been an Occupational Therapist at Advocate Christ Medical Center since August of 2009. She works 
in both the Adult Inpatient Rehab and Adult Acute Care settings. Her patient population is Adult and Older 
Adult with involvement of the cardiac, orthopedic, neurologic, oncologic, debility, and multi-trauma 
systems with specific diagnosis of TBI, heart failure, organ transplant, open heart surgery, MI, spinal cord 
injury, amputation, stroke, brain hemorrhage/aneurysm, metastatic cancer, multiple fracture, and many 
more. Jill has a strong passion to help those who suffer an injury in gaining back the skills it takes to 
complete daily tasks more independently. She strives every day to be the best that she can be in order to 
help someone else achieve their goals. She has learned so much about human dignity and humanity by 
working in her profession and she absolutely loves what she does. She smiles every day. 
 
Alicia Toussaint, DPT. ‘08 
Physical Therapist at Milwaukee Public Schools Department of Specialized Services 
Bachelor’s Degree in Athletic Training from Marquette University 
Doctorate from Marquette University 
Alicia is a Physical Therapist in the Milwaukee Public Schools system. She assists students ages 3-14 with 
varying degrees of abilities in special education, and participates and accesses their academic curriculum 
and environment. Also, Alicia is employed part-time as a Certified Athletic Trainer covering sport events 
and working with high school athletes. The rigor and high standards of a McAuley education helped her in 
being directly admitted to physical therapy and athletic training programs as a high school senior. More 
importantly, McAuley's emphasis on teaching compassion, empathy, and service for all people has 
prepared her for the diverse community she works with today. Alicia graduated from Marquette University 
in May 2014 with a Doctorate in Physical Therapy, previously earning a Bachelor’s in Athletic Training in 
2012. 

 
 
Health – Veterinarian  
 
Tammy Herring ‘83 
Supervisory Public Health Veterinarian  
Doctorate from the University of Tennessee 
Tammy supervises both veterinarians and inspectors in the meat and poultry meat plants in the northwest 
suburbs of Chicago in her current role. 
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Law and Government 
 
Kellyn Doyle Coakley ‘94 
Assistant State’s Attorney at the Office of the Cook County State’s Attorney 
Bachelor of Arts in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Juris Doctorate from DePaul University  
Kelly Coakley has served as an Assistant State's Attorney with the Office of the Cook County State's 
Attorney since 2001. She is responsible for the successful prosecution of thousands of felony cases including 
first-degree murder, attempted murder, aggravated criminal sexual assault, predatory sex offenses, home 
invasions, residential burglaries, gun cases, aggravated batteries with a firearm, armed robberies, forgeries, 
and various drug cases. Kelly has served on a variety of not-for-profit boards and is a member of the Illinois 
State Bar Association, The Chicago Bar Association, The Women's Bar Association, the National District 
Attorney Association, the Illinois Prosecutor's Bar Association, the University of Illinois Alumni Association, and 
the Mother McAuley Alumnae Association. 
 
Shannon Dunne Harvey ‘00 
Attorney at Tressler LLP 
Doctorate from Loyola Chicago School of Law 
Shannon handles a wide variety of complex commercial and personal injury litigation with a focus on 
products liability and mass tort matters. She is a trial lawyer who is in state and federal Court every week 
and has successfully participated in numerous jury trials. As a trial attorney, Shannon represents school 
districts in lawsuits filed in the state and federal courts. Prior to joining the firm, Shannon worked for the Cook 
County State’s Attorney Office. While with the State’s Attorney’s Office, Shannon participated in numerous 
trials in the Circuit Court of Cook County and submitted appellate briefs to the Illinois Appellate Court. In 
addition to her practice, Shannon serves on the Board of Directors for the Young Irish Fellowship of 
Chicago, a not-for-profit organization that is devoted to celebrating the Irish culture while supporting 
several Chicagoland charities. 
 
Kathleen Farrell Duhig ‘01 
Assistant Attorney General at the Illinois Attorney General’s Office 
Bachelor of Science in Material Science and Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign 
Juris Doctorate from the John Marshall Law School 
Kathleen is a criminal prosecutor for the Illinois Attorney General's Office. She mainly focuses on prosecuting 
violent crimes across the state, though she has also prosecuted white collar crimes and corruption. In 2016, 
she was named an International Fellow by the National Association of Attorneys General, an honor 
bestowed upon 25 prosecutors internationally. 
 
Frances Hurley ‘78 
State Representative in the Illinois House of Representatives 
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice from Saint Xavier University 
Fran has been a full-time state legislator since 2013. She is a graduate of Saint Barnabas Elementary School, 
Mother McAuley High School, and Saint Xavier University, and is a former aide to Chicago aldermen Ginger 
Rugai and Matthew O'Shea. 
 
Kim Kashirsky Castro ‘88 
FBI Special Agent 
Master’s Degree from Illinois State University 
During Kim’s tenure as an FBI Agent, she has worked various criminal federal violations, as well as National 
Security Matters. She began her career working International Terrorism. She was then promoted and 
transferred to FBI headquarters in Washington DC where she worked in a unit in Human Resources and also 
taught various classes at the FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia. After several years, she was transferred 
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back to Chicago where she is currently assigned as a member of the Violent Crimes Against Children Task 
Force, where she works human trafficking and child pornography matters. In addition to her assignment, 
she also is a Hostage Negotiator and an Interviewer for New Agents. 
 
Kathryn Kelly ‘86 
Assistant United States Attorney at the United States Attorney’s Office, Northern Illinois District 
Juris Doctorate from DePaul University 
Kate is an assistant U.S. states attorney for the Northern District of Illinois. She graduated from DePaul 
University College of Law in 1993, where she served as symposium editor of the DePaul Law Review and 
was a member of the National Trial Team. Kate has published 2 law review articles focusing on the First 
Amendment.  Following a clerkship at the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, Kate 
joined the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney’s office and practiced the defense of Title VII and tort actions, 
and affirmative civil fraud litigation and has tried many both jury and bench trials. She has performed in the 
Chicago Bar Association’s production, “Bar Show,” for 23 years. Kate has taught Law and Public Policy at 
DePaul University’s School of Public Service for 16 years. 
 
Amy Maslar ‘08 
Discovery Counsel at MoloLamken LLP 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Notre Dame 
Doctorate from the University of Illinois College of Law 
Amy Maslar is a discovery counsel in MoloLamken’s Chicago office. Her work focuses on discovery-related 
issues, including e-discovery matters, for clients, principally in the financial services and technology 
industries. While in law school, she was a legal extern at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and 
the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission. Her research and writing has focused on the regulation of 
Bitcoin, the independent digital currency, and the use of empirical methodologies in law. 
 
Jordan Matthis ‘06 
Assistant State’s Attorney at the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science & African American Studies from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign 
Doctor of Law from the Southern Illinois University School of Law 
Jordan served as a criminal prosecutor with the Cook County State's Attorney's Office from 2013-2016. She 
prosecuted criminal misdemeanors and traffic offenses including DUIs. At the beginning of this year, she 
switched over to her office's civil division where she represents the County on Federal Civil Rights lawsuits 
and tort litigation. 
 
Rachel Page ‘09 
Law Student at Loyola University of Chicago School of Law 
Bachelor of Science in Political Science & Government and Bachelor of Arts in English from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Prior to law school, Rachel worked in compliance and human resources for a health insurance company. 
She is currently a health law fellow and completing the health law certificate at Loyola. During her time in 
law school, she has worked at a pharmaceutical company, a children's hospital, and a large law firm, 
assisting with legal research, litigation, contracts, and regulatory compliance. Rachel spent last fall as an 
extern in the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals and tutoring first-year law students in Torts. She will be 
working for a large law firm in Chicago following her graduation in May and hopes to join their healthcare 
group. 
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Samantha Sevilla ‘06 
Forensic Death Investigator at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
Bachelor of Science from Seattle University 
Master of Science from George Washington University 
Doctorate from George Mason University 
Samantha has worked in clinical settings, in private forensic laboratories, and in academic research 
institutions. She currently serves as a forensic death investigator for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
in Maryland. Samantha also works in the optimization and implementation division as a contractor for the 
National Cancer Institute. Additionally, she serves as an adjunct faculty member for 2 local universities, 
teaching biology and forensic undergraduate courses. She currently holds degrees in General Science and 
Forensic Molecular Biology and is pursuing a Doctoral degree in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology. 
 
Ann Marie Walsh Reed ‘73 
Partner at Locke Lord LLP 
Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Doctor of Law from the DePaul University College of Law 
Ann is a trial lawyer practicing product liability defense and commercial litigation. She is Co-Leader of the 
firm's Product Liability Practice Group and Co-Chair of the Pro Bono Committee. Ann has defended major 
manufacturers of a broad variety of products, including automotive, agricultural, plumbing, HVAC, 
construction, consumer, pharmaceutical, food and beverage, electrical, mining, recreational, chemical, 
industrial and other products. She has counseled manufacturers with respect to product liability prevention, 
regulatory compliance and recalls as well as product warnings and labels. She regularly represents clients 
in a variety of commercial disputes, including breach of contract, contract terminations and warranty 
disputes. 
 
 
 

Marketing and Communications 
 
Cara Gigante ‘09 
Art Director at Havas Worldwide Chicago 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Advertising Art Direction from Columbia College Chicago 
After graduating college, Cara interned as an Art Direction intern at Havas Worldwide Chicago. After the 
internship, she was hired full-time as a Production artist, working on new business pitches and with Liberty 
Mutual and Citibank before being promoted to an Art Director on Citibank. 
 
Carolanne Hornung ‘10 
Paid Social Account Coordinator at 3Q Digital 
Bachelor’s Degree in Entrepreneurship / Entrepreneurial Studies from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Carolanne works as a Paid Social Account Coordinator at a marketing agency called 3Q Digital. She 
manages paid social media campaigns for technology clients who want to advertise on Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, and Instagram. She lives and breathes data, and makes decisions and recommendations borne 
out by sophisticated data analysis. 
 
Lauren Traut ‘01 
News Operations Manager at Patch.com 
Bachelor of Science in News-editorial Journalism from the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
Master of Science in News-editorial Journalism from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Lauren received both her Bachelor’s degree and her Master’s degree in news‐editorial journalism at the 
University of Illinois. After graduation, she served as editor of a weekly newspaper in Frankfort, Illinois for 
three years before joining Patch.com in 2010, where she launched Oak Forest Patch, an online news source 
and community for Oak Forest-area residents. In 2012 she was promoted to associate regional editor, in 
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which she managed a team of editors. She most recently ran 12 Patch sites, including the communities of 
Lemont, Palos, Homer Glen-Lockport, Orland Park, Tinley Park, Oak Forest, Frankfort, Mokena, New Lenox, 
Manhattan, Homewood‐Flossmoor, and Chicago Heights. In 2017, she was promoted to News Operations 
Manager and now plays a role in recruiting, hiring, and training incoming Patch editors.  
 
Tracy Vizza McElligott ‘91 
Category Development Manager at Mars Chocolate 
Bachelor of Science in Consumer Economics from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Master of Business Administration from DePaul University 
Tracy has been in sales and analytics in the consumer packaged goods industry for her entire career. Some 
of her main responsibilities include using shopper research to determine how they set the shelves of the 
grocery store - set the shelf by the way the shopper shops! She also sells in their seasonal portfolio to grocery 
stores, using sales trends and shopper insights to grow the confections category. Not only is she a partner 
with her sales associates to grow Mars sales, but she is a partner with her retailers to grow their category. 

 
 
Non-Profit 

 
Claire Bowens ‘08 
Grants Manager at the Association House of Chicago 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Creighton University 
Master of Social Work from Loyola University of Chicago 
Claire began her career in the non-profit sector as a full-time AmeriCorps volunteer on the Mexican/US 
border. Over the past 5 years, she has served in a number of roles: shelter worker, paralegal, intake 
specialist and case worker, in various non-profit settings, including: a long-term shelter for families seeking 
political asylum, an immigration law office, a federally-operated immigration detention center and a 
community resource center in Chicago’s Little Village neighborhood. She very recently earned a Master’s 
degree in Social Work, with emphases in both Migration Studies, and Non-Profit Management and 
Development, from Loyola University Chicago. She currently serves as Grants Manager at one of Chicago’s 
original settlement houses, Association House of Chicago, in Humboldt Park. 
 
Angela Collier ‘03 
Project Manager, Commission and Council Relations at the American Society for Clinical Pathology 
Bachelor of Arts in Communication from DePaul University 
Angela started out with a string of awful jobs right out of college in 2007. Fortunately she found a great 
opportunity with an area non-profit called America SCORES Chicago. There, she got a crash course in 
fundraising and development, and after about 5 years she became a leader in the organization and the 
master of planning their fundraising campaigns. However, she started to get the itch to move on and 
searched for ways to fine tune her skills. She studied to get her CAPM, which is a project management 
certification. With this, she made the switch to her current job at American Society for Clinical Pathology 
(ASCP). There she manages all sorts of ongoing programs for their members, leads four major volunteer 
groups, and implements and manages new projects and initiatives. She has been there for 3 years, and 
she’s still learning! 
 
Anne Czarnecki ‘98 
House Director at Ronald McDonald House near Advocate Children’s Hospital 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from Drake University 
Anne joined Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Chicagoland and Northwest Indiana (RMHC-CNI) in 
2007 as the House Director of Ronald McDonald House® near Children’s Memorial Hospital where she 
oversaw a team of staff, led family care matters, hospital relations, community outreach, fundraising and 
facility maintenance for a 130 year old building. In June, 2012, she assumed the role of Volunteer Programs 
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Director of the new Ronald McDonald House® near Lurie Children’s Hospital, a 66 bedroom House in the 
heart of Chicago’s Streeterville community. In this role, Anne oversaw the strategic recruitment efforts of 
over 400 new volunteers. She created and implemented an on-boarding training program that prepared 
these philanthropic army of individuals while also focusing on unique opportunities to engage businesses 
and organizations in the House. On average, Anne and her team oversaw 60 volunteers each day. In June 
2014, Anne transitioned to Ronald McDonald House near Advocate Children’s Hospital in Oak Lawn, Illinois 
as the House Director; bringing her experience in Chicago to Oak Lawn, where she was born and raised. In 
addition to her responsibilities at the House, Anne sits on the leadership team for the Ronald McDonald 
Care Mobile®- which in partnership with Advocate Children’s Hospital- provides health screenings, 
immunizations, primary care treatment, and referral/follow up appointments for everyday and serious 
medical needs to over 2,000 under-served children throughout the Chicagoland area annually. 
 
Ashley Hendzell 
Community Coordinator at Mercy Volunteer Corps 
Bachelor of Science in Apparel Design and Technology from Purdue University 
Ashley served as a Mercy Volunteer from 2013-2014 where she taught in St. Michaels, Arizona. While 
completing her undergraduate degree at Purdue University, Ashley studied abroad for one year in London 
and completed mission work in Haiti. She has since served on multiple volunteer trips to Native American 
Reservations in the United States. Ashley is the Community Coordinator who works with the Mercy Volunteer 
and support communities in Detroit and Pittsburgh. Additionally, Ashley oversees Mercy Volunteer Corps 
recruitment and works with those interested in serving with MVC. Ashley joined the MVC team in 2015. 
 
Lorri Johnson-Nagle ‘81 
Chief Development Officer at Ray Graham Association for People with Disabilities 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work from Loras College 
Master of Social Work from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Lorri Nagle has been a professional fundraiser in the non-profit sector for over 25 years and has raised over 
35 million dollars during that time. She has vast experience working at organizations that support people 
with disabilities, the homeless and disadvantaged youth. Lorri is one of the founding Board members of the 
Southwest Suburban Philanthropic Network. She has also served as a founding member and Chair for the 
Development and Communications Section for Catholic Charities USA, a national organization. She has 
served as a consultant and volunteer for the Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation. Today, Lorri is 
the Chief Development Officer at Ray Graham Association for People with Disabilities, a 23 million dollar 
organization based in Lisle.  
 
Angela LaBarbera Mehalek ‘82 
Director of Development at HFS Chicago Scholars 
Bachelor’s Degree from Saint Mary’s College at Notre Dame 
As the Director of Development at HFS Chicago Scholars, Angela’s main focus is fundraising for their non-
profit organization. They raise funds in a variety of ways, through individual donors, corporate donors, 
foundation grants, events, mail appeals, and through building awareness via social media. She works 
closely with their Board of Directors and Young Professionals Board on a daily basis as she researches, 
identifies, cultivates, asks and stewards potential donors. A great majority of her time is spent relationship-
building, and no 2 days are the same. HFS Chicago Scholars is dedicated to academic excellence and 1:1 
mentoring. HFS helps economically disadvantaged Chicago high school students who show academic 
and leadership promise to achieve their educational goals by providing financial support and 1:1 
mentoring. HFS provides financial assistance to attend top Chicago private high schools. In fact, Mother 
McAuley is home to several of their scholars.  
 
 
 
 
 



Updated 3-3-17 at 5:50 a.m.   17 
 

Meghan Morgan O’Kelley ‘95 
Executive Director at Girls in the Game 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Notre Dame 
After graduating from college, Meghan spent a year doing volunteer work with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. 
This led her to pursue a career in service and non-profits. After working in development at the Elks National 
Foundation, she moved to Girls in the Game eight years ago, starting as the Development Director, moving 
into the role of Chief Operating Officer and recently moving into the Executive Director role. 


