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President’s Letter
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One of the best parts of my role is meeting with 
and listening to alumnae relay stories of their time 
at Saint Xavier Academy and/or Mother McAuley, 
and the many ways they continue to reap the 
benefits of our distinct program, whether personally 
or professionally.  A Mother McAuley education 

truly is a lifetime advantage, and what our young women 
learn and cultivate within our halls sets them on a course 
to leave a lasting impact on our world. 

This issue of Inscape highlights “30 Under 30” alumnae, 
merely a few of our 26,000+ alumnae who demonstrate 
unfailing ambition to explore and excel in roles within 
a variety of industries, including medicine, education, 
politics, engineering, technology, the arts and more.  
Bold in their questioning, creative in their thinking 
and confident when challenged to go beyond their 
comfort zone, these women embody the steadfast faith 
and motivation which were the hallmarks of Catherine 
McAuley.  

Just as Inscape provides a platform for reporting alumnae 
stories like these, our many alumnae events allow for our 
graduates to bring their stories to life through rekindled 
friendships and fellowship. Alumnae sports night, 
Masses and regional and banner-year reunions – all 
highlighted in this issue – offer the means to reconnect, 
reminisce and reinforce the distinctive bonds that 
define Mother McAuley women.  Whether you visit us 
often, or it has been a while, I hope you’ll join us for 
one or more of these opportunities in the coming year.

In Mercy,

Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75
President
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Our rich heritage and legacy is sustained by our more than 26,000 
alumnae who are distinguished by the academic and spiritual 
advancement that only a Mother McAuley education can provide.   

Here, we share stories of just 30 of our alumnae who are testament 
to the fact that the lifetime advantage of a Mother McAuley 
education can take our young women anywhere they dream. From 
engineers, to physicians, artists, attorneys, therapists and more, 
these women are committed to enriching the quality of their lives, 
their communities and our nation. 

We hope you are awed and inspired as you read about these 
“30 Under 30,” their youthful, impactful leadership and desire 
to transform the world.

30
Mother McAuley women are tasked to speak up, 
take risks and push boundaries, always doing so with 
grace and undaunted courage in the face of challenges. 
There is no limit to what a Mighty Mac with a heart 
of mercy and hand outstretched can accomplish. 

under 30

spring 2016.indd   4 3/23/16   3:25 PM



3 0  u n d e r  3 0

55

Ann Jayaram ‘03
Oculofacial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon, 
New England Eye Center

Ann holds close to her heart memories of the day she 
graduated from McAuley. 

“I will never forget the feeling of addressing my classmates 
as valedictorian on graduation day, looking out into the 
crowd and realizing that all of our journeys were just 
beginning,” she remembers.  “I truly believed at that 
moment that anything was possible, and when the road 
gets tough, I like to think back to that moment of hope 
and exhilaration.” 

Currently pursuing a medical fellowship in Boston, Ann is 
an oculofacial plastic and reconstructive surgeon at the 
New England Eye Center, part of Tufts University Medical 
Center in Boston. 

“I earned a B.S. in biological sciences and a B.A. in 
communications at Stanford University, then received 
my medical degree from Loyola University Stritch School 
of Medicine, completed an intern year at University of 
Chicago’s North Shore Hospital, then completed my 
residency training in ophthalmology at Northwestern 
University,” she shares.

Ann says that the strong math and science education 

“In order to achieve success, I’ve had to speak up, “In order to achieve success, I’ve had to speak up, 
be assertive and persistent, and always dream be assertive and persistent, and always dream 
bigger than I think possible,” says Ann. “The bigger than I think possible,” says Ann. “The 
confidence that I gained at McAuley helped me confidence that I gained at McAuley helped me 
with all of those characteristics.”with all of those characteristics.”

she received at McAuley has 
helped steer her course in a very 
competitive career field. 

“What I learned in those classes 
was invaluable to me as a 
woman, as I truly felt that it 
helped level the playing field 
among competitors,” says 
Ann.  “I will always remember 
my experience with Mrs. 
Judith Kratzke and my AP chemistry 
class. She was a great teacher and it was a class that 
really taught me that I had to put in the work to achieve 
the grade.  I always remember Ms. Laura Snow-Gawlik and 
all of her work with the Kairos retreats as something that 
helped launch my ever-evolving trek of personal growth.”  

Bridget Deiters ‘03
Attorney, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

“At McAuley I developed an interest in writing, American history, and government,” 
says Bridget.  “My involvement in Model UN got me interested in debate and 
developing arguments.”  That interest has translated into a successful career as an 
attorney, working for one of the country’s premier law firms.

After graduating cum laude with degrees in American studies and psychology from 
Yale University, Bridget traveled across the Pond to work for a law firm in London before 

pursuing a law degree at Georgetown University. “I was drawn to law because it combines my academic 
interests with writing, as so much of being a lawyer is being able to write effectively and persuasively.”

Bridget’s love for London never left her. She spent a semester of law school in England, where she earned a certificate 
in transnational legal studies before moving to New York upon graduation.

Today, Bridget is an associate in the London office of NY-based firm Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP, where she practices 
capital markets, or Wall Street law. “There is a demand for New York attorneys in London – it’s the financial capital of 
Europe – and my skills transfer well.”  Bridget’s study of French in high school and college also helped her secure a 
summer internship in Paris during law school.  “My language skills definitely give me an advantage.”
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Johanna Ciezczak ‘04
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran
Solutions Consultant, Oracle

Johanna is an 
accomplished and 
decorated veteran, 
having spent seven 
years on active duty 
as a U.S. Marine 
Corps Military Police 
Officer, serving all 
over the world. 
Achieving the rank of 
Captain, one of her 
many responsibilities 
included briefing U.S. 
Ambassadors and 
General Officers on 

threats and security concerns. She also conducted 
pre-deployment site surveys and threat assessments 
in over 10 countries, prior to the arrival of 2,800 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) personnel.  

Johanna was recognized for her service with 
numerous honors, including the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal, Navy Meritorious Unit 
Commendation, National Service Defense Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Korean 
Defense Medal and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 

“Looking back at my career and all the amazing 
opportunities I have had, I attribute my success to 
McAuley,” says Johanna. “Being able to focus on my 
education as well as who I am, my values and beliefs, 
and not what I looked like at school, was instrumental 
for me.”

“I am forever grateful for Ms. Snow-Gawlik who saw 
a leader in me and challenged me by choosing me 
to be a Kairos 52 leader; Mr. Art Sheridan who gave 
me the opportunity to satisfy my desire for service 
through the Appalachia mission trip; and Sr. Nancy 
Houlihan who pushed me to think critically and 
communicate effectively.”

Currently, Johanna is a solutions consultant for 
Oracle’s Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Financial 
cloud products, presenting financial cloud solutions 
to clients.

66

Ashley C. Chan ‘04
Fine Jewelry Specialist, Marshall Pierce & Company
Owner and Designer at Lei Lee Jewels

Ashley Chan’s original plan was to become a doctor. She 
began working on her biology degree at The University of 
Notre Dame, but something just did not feel right. After 
swapping her science books for art history, Ashley became 
an intern for the prestigious Leslie Hindman Auctioneers, 
where she met their graduate gemologist. The rest was 
history.

“From then on, my goal 
was to become a graduate 
gemologist,” Ashley says. 
“My first full-time job was at 
Harry Winston in Chicago. 
While there, I enrolled in 
the Gemological Institute 
of America (GIA) graduate 
gemologist program which 
requires the utmost discipline. 
It took me four and a half 

years to complete the rigorous 
program while working full-time, but it was worth every 
minute.”

Ashley also followed in her grandmother’s footsteps. 
She has been a successful goldsmith for over 50 years in 
Chicago’s Chinatown, and was a great inspiration when 
Ashley decided to create her own jewelry line. Ashley left 
her then full-time job at Marshall Pierce in Chicago to attend 
GIA Manhattan’s jewelry design course – a risk that has 
certainly paid off.

Ashley’s jewelry line, Lei Lee Jewels, is fine jewelry based 
on art history, spirituality and travel. The line successfully 
launched in 2015 and is available at Marshall Pierce in 
Chicago. It will make its debut on the West coast this spring 
and expand into additional stores later this year. 

The groundwork for her success began at McAuley. “If it 
were not for the requirement of taking art history at our 
liberal arts high school, my eyes never would have been 
open to this discipline,” Ashley says. She thanks Ms. Diane 
Tyska who taught her AP Art History, Mrs. Kathy Gordon-
Davis for her support and Madame Roz Sunquist, who 
taught her French well enough to gain college credits, which 
allowed Ashley to learn Italian and study in Rome, which 
inspired some of her designs.
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Jessica Barrios ‘05
Corrections Officer, Cook County Courthouse

Jessica Barrios was a freshman at McAuley when the U.S. was attacked on September 
11, 2001. Amid all the fear and confusion, Jessica discovered her calling in life – to 
become an American soldier.

“I remember my dad telling me that there might be a war because of this,” Jessica 
says. “But it was still something I wanted to do. I made my decision.”

After graduation, Jessica enlisted and was trained as a human resources specialist 
before going to Mannheim Army Base in Germany. In 2008, she deployed to 
Afghanistan and was assigned to a military Post Office, handling mail for thousands 
of service members stationed in the Middle East. While she never experienced 
combat, she can’t help but think of others who did.

“I’m lucky to be home, but some were not that lucky, and some are still serving,” Jessica says.

Jessica completed her Army service in 2009 and became a corrections officer at the Cook County courthouse at 26th 
and California. It’s a job that can quickly turn dangerous, requiring a quick-minded, strong and thick-skinned attitude. 
The Army – and McAuley – prepared her well.

“The Army opened doors for me in law enforcement, and I still want to serve and protect others,” Jessica says. “And 
McAuley taught me to always keep my eyes open and not be afraid of things that are different.” 

Katie Dunneback ‘05
Librarian and writer, The U.S. Library of Congress

As a third generation librarian, Katie spent countless hours during high school in the 
Oak Lawn Public Library, where her mom was the head reference librarian.  Katie 

transitioned that passion for books into her profession and today is the senior 
selection librarian at the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.

“I help select and determine what books will be transformed into audio and 
Braille books,” says Katie. “I like hunting down information and putting pieces 
together and matching readers with books that they love. Once a collection is 
created, it is made available through regional libraries in each state.”

Outside work, Katie can be found reading, penning romantic works (which she 
publishes under a pen name) and blogging at “Make of it What You Will” – 
her blog about libraries, romance and life.

Katie credits former McAuley English teacher Ms. Cheryl Lederle Ensign 
for turning her on to creative writing. “She was one of the first people to 
encourage me to write creatively. She allowed our class to be as creative as 

we wanted and that became a foundation for me channeling that into a career. It’s 
also one of the core reasons why I write.”

77
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Laura Frigo ‘05
Manager of U.S. Drone Industry 
Relations, Barak Brasil

Laura Frigo views herself as an 
“effective cultural liaison for the 
Latino community.” She earned 
her B.A. degree from DePauw 
University, double majoring 
in political science and 
Spanish, and studied abroad 
in both Mexico and Spain.  
Subsequently, Laura moved 
to Mexico City for three 

years to work for the U.S. Embassy and an 
immigration law firm, before relocating to Denver to earn 
her International M.B.A. from the University of Denver. 
While there, she performed research in Brazil.

In her primary role, Laura works out of her office in Denver 
with her Brazilian colleagues located in Rio de Janeiro, 
and U.S. drone industry representatives on constructing 
business deals in the fields of agriculture, energy and 
security.  Additionally, Laura employs her Spanish fluency 
by working as an interpreter for agencies in the Denver 
area for medical providers, staff at academic institutions  
and social workers who wish to communicate with their 
Spanish-speaking clientele.

Colleen Kelly ‘05
Director of Special Events, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan Chicago

Colleen Kelly has been giving back to others for as long as she can remember. As 
a child, she and her family often volunteered at Misericorida and the Mercy Home 
for Boys and Girls. As an adult, she continues her giving spirit as the director of 
special events for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan Chicago.

“I was always interested in a non-profit career,” Colleen says. “And with the 
empowerment I experienced while at Mother McAuley, I am able to do that.”

In less than four years, Colleen has been promoted twice, now coordinating 
up to 60 events each year for Big Brothers Big Sisters, ranging from field trips 
and cultural events for the children, to a 500-person fundraising gala for young 
professionals. While her hours are long and often come with unique challenges, 
the pay-off is worthwhile – as her team generates a quarter of the agency’s 
yearly funding.

Outside of Big Brothers Big Sisters, Colleen serves on the young professional board for Misericordia, 
and enjoys volunteering at its yearly Christmas brunch and springtime candy days. Colleen also 
served as alumnae coordinator for Mother McAuley from 2009 to 2012.

“Interpreting allows me to give back to the community and 
channel both the voice and sentiment of those who feel 
impeded by the language barrier and U.S. cultural norms,” 
shares Laura.  She says she has honed much of her skill and 
value set at McAuley.

The entire McAuley staff provided the vital support and 
pushed her to take the extra step in everything she did. 
“Whether it was spending first period with Mrs. Marilyn 
Rush in the Math Center, meeting with Señoras Lesch and 
Zeilner to practice speaking Spanish or hanging out in 
Mrs. Teresa LeCompte’s class preparing for youth group 
retreats, I learned the value of hard work and cultivating 
the potential in others.”

Laura’s word of advice to other fellow alumnae and current 
McAuley students?

“Pay it forward. Life can be difficult at times, but by facing 
those challenges with fortitude and love, you can help 
yourself and others to become stronger, more empathetic 
members of this global community.”

88
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Jacqueline McGill ‘05

Art Director and MELT Method®

Hand & Foot Instructor

Jacqueline McGill has been drawing and visualizing 
art since she was old enough to hold a crayon. Now, 
as a nationally sought-after art director, Jackie creates 
visual campaigns for internationally-recognized 
companies including ESPN, Cisco and PayPal. 
She earned her M.F.A. degree in interdisciplinary 
book and paper arts from Columbia College in 
Chicago, where she also taught an undergraduate 
bookbinding course.

“My class was filled with an interdisciplinary group 
of students,” Jackie remembers. “And that is where 
I believe the future of art is going. Being able to 
combine different mediums creates more dynamic 
and memorable work.” 

Jackie also practices the art of self-care. As a MELT®

Method instructor, she facilitates the mind-body 
connection that is crucial for artists and musicians to 
perform repetitive movements. 

“Our hands and feet are our most important tools,” 
Jackie explains. “I realized that in order to become 
a better artist, I needed to become more in tune 
with my body.”  Katie finds The MELT Method – a 
simple self-treatment technique designed to reduce 
chronic pain – of particular interest. “The method has 
helped my creative process and is something I am 
passionate about.”  

Jackie traces her successes to one powerful lesson 
learned in the B Wing of Mother McAuley. “The 
McAuley art department taught me that talent alone 
will not guarantee success; it needs to be paired with 
consistency, work ethic and professionalism,” Jackie 
says. “That boosted my confidence and has helped 
me become a successful, creative leader in the field 
of commercial art.”

99

Katie Spelman ’05
Professional choreographer

Katie is a professional choreographer, whose work 
beckons her across the globe.

“I recently served as associate director for the 
musical ‘What’s it All About’ in New York City, 
then later in the West End in London, where the 
production was renamed ‘Close to You,’” Katie says.

Late last year, Katie choreographed “Oklahoma” for 
the Paramount Theatre and Green Day’s “American 
Idiot” for The Hypocrites Theater, both Chicago-
based companies. Previously, she worked as 
associate movement director of the first national tour 
for the Broadway hit “Once.” She continued with 
the company for its run in Melbourne, Australia. 

“My time at McAuley 
really shaped my 
assertiveness,” says 
Katie. “Of the 31 
shows on Broadway 
last year, only four 
were choreographed 
by women. McAuley 
teaches women that 
they are valuable, 
and I would not have 
had the confidence 
to pursue my passion 
in this field had it not 
been for that.”  

Katie earned her degree in film and musical 
theatre from Northwestern University.  “I took the 
most direct path possible. I began as a dancer, 
then moved to dance captain, then to assistant 
choreographer and now I’m a choreographer.” 
Today, Katie works with some of the industry’s most 
renowned directors and choreographers, including 
Rachel Rockwell.

“McAuley teaches women that they are 
valuable, and I would not have had the 
confidence to pursue my passion in this 
field had it not been for that.”  
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Anne Capron Chedister ‘06
Speech-Language Pathologist

It’s a sentiment shared by many McAuley alumnae: 
“McAuley taught me to have faith in myself and faith in my 
own abilities. I was surrounded by women who thought 
that I was funny, smart and talented. And so I believed that 
I was funny, smart and talented,” says Anne.

Drawn toward performing arts as a McAuley student, 
Anne was involved with a cappella, chorus and theatre, 
and was cast as the lead in the school musical her senior 
year, playing Esther in “Meet me in St. Louis.”  These 
opportunities, coupled with support from great teachers, 
gave her the skills, tools and confidence to advance in her 
education and career.

“Freshmen biology, with Ms. Ruth Szymczak, was one of 
the most difficult classes I’ve ever taken,” says Anne. “I 
remember her coming into the room after we had all done 
terribly on our first exam and she broke down exactly how 
to read a scientific text, interpret it and make our own 
master notes. That is the technique I used to get through 
neuroanatomy in graduate school. I wouldn’t have the 
skills I needed to succeed without her teaching me how to 
study.”

“When I headed to college at the University of “When I headed to college at the University of 
Illinois, thanks to McAuley, I was ready to stand Illinois, thanks to McAuley, I was ready to stand 
up in class next to any other student and know that up in class next to any other student and know that 
I was an important person, a valuable person and I was an important person, a valuable person and 
that I deserved to be there” she says.  that I deserved to be there” she says.  

After graduating with 
highest honors and 
departmental distinction 
with a degree in speech 
language pathology, 
Anne continued on at 
the University of Illinois, 
working toward a master’s degree 
of the same. She later was hired by Health Services 
Consultants, a company that contracts out physical, 
occupational and SLPs for school districts. She currently 
works exclusively with children aged 3 to 5 years with a 
wide range of disabilities at a Pre-K program in downstate 
Danville, Illinois.
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Elaine Ginger ‘06
Sustainable food grower, traveler

Since graduating from Drake University in 2010, Elaine Ginger has traveled to 10 different 
countries and has lived in four of them. However, it was her junior year in college, living in 
Durban, South Africa, that launched her globe-trotting adventures.

“From South Africa, I traveled to the Republic of Georgia to teach English, then in South 
Korea for two years,” Elaine says. “I am now living in France, learning about organic 
food production and beekeeping, with the hopes of making it my life’s work.”

Elaine was inspired to come to France after meeting another traveler while bicycling 
in Iceland this past spring. She arrived in July and has already fulfilled her dream of 
taking a solo bicycle trip, traveling 800 miles from the Rhone River in Geneva to the 
Mediterranean Sea, camping and cycling the whole way. Now, her focus is on joining 

an organic food cooperation.

“My goals are to live a lifestyle focused around sustainability, and to inspire and teach others to do the same,” Elaine 
continues. “I hope that in making this my life’s work, I am at the forefront of a very important movement.”

Elaine says the two Appalachian Mission projects she completed while at McAuley helped open her eyes to “the 
world beyond 60655,” and that McAuley’s woman-focused education gave her the building blocks to become the 
independent, confident, open-minded woman she is today.

BANNER YEAR ALUM

BANNER YEAR ALUM
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Melissa Zeilner ‘06
Clinical Researcher, University of Chicago

Melissa works at the University of Chicago (U of C) 
as a clinical researcher, coordinating clinical trials 
for Comer Children’s Hospital’s Hematology and 
Oncology Department. “Specifically, I manage the 
trials that U of C offers for a rare type of children’s 
cancer called neuroblastoma,” says Melissa. “It can 
be a challenging and emotional job.”  Melissa also 
recently earned the certification of Clinical Research 
Professional through the Society of Clinical Research 
Associates.

One thing Melissa particularly enjoys about her job 
is meeting many fellow McAuley classmates and 
alumnae. “They also do amazing work at University 
of Chicago. It’s really fun running into them in a 
professional setting!”

As an undergraduate student at the University of 
Illinois, Melissa majored in biology and minored in 
chemistry and Spanish, a decision she says was very 
much influenced by the positive experiences she 
had at McAuley. “I also loved studying French with 
Madame Sunquist and being part of the French 
Honors Society,” she shares.

During her senior year at 
McAuley, Melissa had the 
opportunity to take Honors 
French while also taking 
AP Spanish with Señora 
Nina Lesch.  “That 
experience deepened 
my appreciation of 
languages and gave 
me the encouragement 
to pursue studying 
abroad in Spain during 
college. It also made 
me confident and 

comfortable working with the Hispanic 
community during graduate school, and later working 
in an all-Spanish speaking environment for two years.”  

Prior to her work at U of C, Melissa worked as the 
cultural and educational coordinator at the Consulate 
of Mexico for two years while completing her master’s 
degree in public health at DePaul University.  

Mary Kate Boyce ‘07
Supervisor of Investor Relations, 
McDonald’s Corporation

Challenging the status quo 
is what drives Mary Kate 
Boyce to succeed in the 
corporate finance world. As 
part of McDonald’s investor 
relations team, Mary Kate 
uses fresh ideas and creative 
strategies to integrate 
finance, communication, 
marketing and securities law 
compliance to help enable 
the most effective two-way 
communication between McDonald’s and Wall Street.

“What I enjoy most about my job is the mix of finance 
and marketing,” Mary Kate explains. “While it is 
critical that the numbers are accurate, there is an art to 
communicating the story behind those numbers. I help 
interpret what is driving McDonald’s business results 
and, with my team, communicate the information to 
the financial community.”

She recently helped coordinate McDonald’s biennial 
investor meeting in New York, where McDonald’s 
senior leadership team presented business and 
financial strategy information to more than 300 
investors and Wall Street analysts. In addition, she led 
the redesign of McDonald’s investor relations website, 
a key communication tool for the company and her 
team.

Mary Kate credits her success to her family and others 
who mentored her at McAuley, at Saint Mary’s College 
and in her various jobs.  Now, she is eager to pay it 
forward by speaking to current McAuley girls who may 
need guidance for post-high school plans.

“I think it is critical for girls to gain exposure to the 
various careers options available to them,” Mary Kate 
says. “So many people have been giving of their time 
to me to help me find my vocation, and I want to repay 
their kindness by doing the same for current students.”

1111

BANNER YEAR ALUM
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Ali Boyd ‘07

Nurse and graduate student

“Challenging and humbling” is how 
Ali Boyd describes her experience 
traveling to Haiti to work in an 
impromptu mountain-top clinic with 
Mountain Top Ministries (MTM). 
“Volunteers hike 45 minutes up 
a mountain to set up a makeshift 
clinic in a concrete building with no electricity,” 
says Ali.  The 10-day missions are led by a team of 
physicians, pharmacists, nurse practitioners and medical 
students.  Ali joined MTM for a January 2015 expedition. 

“When we opened for the day, hundreds of people 
already were in line. It’s challenging because you want to 
treat everyone, yet are limited to the daylight hours, so 
when we closed for the night many of those whom we 
didn’t treat camped overnight. Despite that, the patients 
were so grateful for the medical attention.”  

Megan Needham ‘08
Juris Doctorate candidate, Northwestern University School of Law

This spring, Megan Needham will earn her juris doctorate from Northwestern 
University School of Law. However, she is nowhere near the Chicago campus 
– she is completing her final year in France. After graduating from Villanova 
University in 2012 with a B.A. in philosophy, Megan had her eyes set on 
international arbitration. She selected Northwestern because of its partnership 
with L’Institut d’études politiques de Paris, however, she wanted to brush up on 
her French speaking skills.

“I lived for a year in Paris working as an English language assistant in two 
junior high schools,” Megan says. “I also worked for two months in a bakery to improve my 

French. I even took the LSAT exam while living in France.”

While in law school, Megan has competed on the Northwestern Law Vis Moot team, where she and her 
colleagues prepared and argued mock-trial cases. The team won the Loyola University Pre-Moot and 
went on to compete internationally in Vienna. She has also competed in Budapest and Paris.

Megan is thankful for the rigorous English curriculum while at McAuley, particularly learning to analyze 
texts in Ms. Mary McCormick’s class. Because of that, Megan says she was well equipped and confident 
to follow a less-beaten path.

Megan will return to Chicago this spring for her graduation at Northwestern, and will pursue an 
international arbitration career.

Ali currently works as a nurse at Comer 
Children’s Hospital, and aspires to work 

in the hospital’s Adolescent and Young 
Adult (AYA) Clinic of the Pediatric Oncology 

Department. She also is enrolled in Saint 
Xavier University’s family nurse practitioner 

program. Her Haitian experience has kindled in 
her a desire to do more medical mission work.  

“I’d love to return to Haiti, but also establish a 
similar program in other countries in Africa. There 

are so many places and people that need help,” 
shares Ali.

1212

Ali says she loved every moment of her McAuley Ali says she loved every moment of her McAuley 
education.  “It was an experience like no other, education.  “It was an experience like no other, 
and looking back, I appreciate that the all-girls and looking back, I appreciate that the all-girls 
environment instilled so much confidence in me environment instilled so much confidence in me 
– confidence that today I draw on to push and – confidence that today I draw on to push and 
encourage myself.”encourage myself.”
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Sarah VanDeKerchove ‘08
Project Engineer, Walsh Construction

In Louisville, Kentucky there is a newly-constructed 
interstate bridge that spans the Ohio River, connecting 
it to Jeffersonville, Indiana.  It cost nearly $1 billion 
and took more than two years to complete. At the 
center of this major construction project was McAuley 
alumna Sarah VanDeKerchove. As a project engineer 
for Chicago-based Walsh Construction, Sarah had the 
intricate job of calculating the exact amount and mix 
of concrete needed for the Abraham Lincoln Bridge’s 
interchanges. She then oversaw the pulling of the 
bridge’s support cables, carefully recording data to 
ensure they were stretched to the correct length. And 
this bridge is only one of the 40 on which Sarah and 
her company are working.

“I like the pace, it keeps 
me busy and is always 
changing,” Sarah says. 
“No two days are 
exactly the same.”

While she is often the 
only female engineer 
on the ground, Sarah 
says she has never felt 
isolated from her male 
team members.

“I have been lucky 
to have a lot of 

really great guys to work with in 
college and after,” Sarah explains. “At work, you get to 
know all the guys, because they are local and kind of 
bring the community together. I am just as trusted and 
responsible as they are. I have never felt like I wasn’t a 
part of the team.”

Sarah’s passion for construction was discovered while 
she was part of the stage crew at McAuley. She also 
thrived in math and science at McAuley, primarily 
because of the incredible support she received from 
her teachers. If she needed help on something, 
someone was always there to make sure she excelled.

After high school, Sarah was among the first students 
to enroll in Marquette University’s construction 
management program. She graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in construction engineering and 
management in 2013.
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Megan Walsh ‘08
Music Therapist, 
New York University Medical Center

As a pediatric music therapist at one of the largest 
hospitals in New York City, Megan brings comfort 
and relaxation to often critically ill children and their 
families, helping them cope with their hospitalization. 

As a graduate of New York University’s graduate music 
therapy program, she is trained to bring peace to very 
challenging situations. Her intensive care patients 
could be suffering anything from cancer to epilepsy, 
with bedside parents who are suffering as well. 
Megan’s music and methods can change the mood 
of the room and take everyone’s minds off of the 
suffering, even if for a little while.

“We do a lot of expressive work to help patients 
and families process their emotions surrounding the 
hospitalization,” Megan says. “I could be singing with 
a toddler, songwriting with a teen or doing a music-
assisted relaxation session for a child who is in a lot 
of pain. Music-making promotes family togetherness, 
which helps the parents cope in what is normally a 
stressful situation.”

Megan says her love for music goes deep into her 
childhood, back to when she attended McAuley’s 
summer theater camp in the fourth grade. She was 
inspired from the get-go, and has never looked back. 

As a student at McAuley, Megan says the music 
and theatre departments served as her own music 
therapy, bringing her out of her shell and carrying her 
ever since. She is especially appreciative to Mrs. Pat 
Haynes, Mrs. Julie McKee and Mrs. Carrie Alfantis. 
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Ashley  Earning a B.S. degree in chemical engineering (with 
a concentration in pharmaceutical engineering) from Purdue 
University, Ashley Vacchiano says she would not have considered 
engineering if it wasn’t for McAuley faculty member Mr. Bob 
Thomas, her senior year AP Physics teacher.  “I thought I was 
going to be a doctor and applied to many colleges as a pre-
med major.  He approached me as college application deadlines 
were looming and asked if I had considered engineering.  He 
explained how my knack for both science, math and problem 
solving would make me the perfect fit.  If he hadn’t planted this 
seed I would’ve never applied to Purdue and followed the path 
that led me to where I am today.”

Ashley began her career at Merck & Co., Inc. during her 
sophomore year at college.  She began as an intern in their 
manufacturing division and signed on full time following 
graduation in their manufacturing development program.  She 
progressed through the company’s rotational program, which 
entailed three different roles at three different sites in two years 
and moved to a business role after. She later moved back to the 
engineering space when she took her current role as a process 
improvement engineer at the company’s Wilson, North Carolina 
location.  At this site, the packaging hub for all U.S. sold Merck 
products, she supports bottle packaging operations by analyzing 
performance and quality data to understand trends in the 
packaging process and implement solutions to bring the data 
back to or better than the previous standard.

Ashley says that attending an all-girls school drew her to the 
Women In Engineering Program during college, and the 
Merck Women’s Network, for which she is the chair of the 
Wilson Chapter. The group focuses on health literacy, talent 
development and talent retention of women at that company.  
“Some women shy away from these groups but McAuley helped 
me to see the value in pulling women together to help them 
excel.  We often forget that there are still some stigmas that exist 
toward women in the workforce. We don’t see them because 
they take the form of micro-inequities, but having the foundation 
of seeing what a large group of confident women could do in my 
high school years pushed me to ensure all woman at my current 
workplace see their potential.”

30 under 30: STEM Sisters

Admitting she generally was an introvert in high school and 
avoided anything having to do with getting in front of a crowd, 
Ashley recalls one instance during her senior year that changed 
all that. “Mr. Rocco then told me I would lead the orchestra 
during the finale of our spring concert. I had no option but to 
muster the confidence, after I did it, I realized I always could do 
things like that, I just needed the right push.”  This changed how 
she approached college and beyond.  “Without that experience 
of being pushed out of my comfort zone, I would not have 
looked to join the Purdue Women in Engineering Mentors/
Mentees staff, which required that I talk in front of a group of 
women on a frequent basis.  I used this group to further build on 
my confidence in professional public speaking which has helped 
me grow a vast academic and professional network that I still turn 
to today.  Most of my colleagues would find it shocking that at 
one point I was afraid to speak in front of and to people, which 
really shows the power of what I’m sure Mr. Rocco considered a 
‘small push’.”

Beyond her professional commitments, Ashley volunteers weekly 
with a group called Hire Level.  “I assist with the care of five to 10 
elementary school-aged students while their parents attend class.  
I help the children complete their homework (and am picking up 
a few lessons on the Common Core myself), but I also encourage 
them to focus on math and science through experiments or my 
interest in projects they bring to show me.”  Separately, she 
will travel to Honduras in June to build houses with Habitat for 
Humanity.  

“The story of Catherine McAuley pushed me to serve 
in meaningful ways (no matter how big or small) in high 
school and I continue to build on that core today.  I am 
hoping this experience helps me further my passion to 
serve and gives me inspiration to continue finding outlets 
to serve,” she says.

As proof that you can take the girl out of McAuley, but not 
McAuley out of the girl, Ashley says she still listens to “Why We 
Tell the Story” every Mercy Day.  “I don’t think any alumna can 
forget the electricity you feel on campus that day,” says Ashley.

Ashley and Brittany Vacchiano share more than just a sisterly bond. Both have found success pursuing careers in STEM-related fields 
-- Science Technology Engineering Math -- an area in which females historically have been drastically under-represented. According 
to Forbes, just one in seven engineers are female, and only 27 percent of all computer science jobs are held by women.  Ashley and 
Brittany attribute much of their success to opportunities and confidence cultivated during their time at McAuley. Today, they are paying 
it forward by mentoring and introducing other girls to STEM through practical learning experiences.
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Brittany During her senior year Mercy Day celebration, 
Brittany Vacchiano says she “looked around the room and saw 
the 400-person support system that I had built along my four 
years at McAuley. Now, I work to ‘tell the story’ by teaching other 
young women how to program and providing them a support 
system that they can rely on (like I had at McAuley). I’m building 
this support system so that other women do not have to face the 
same obstacles that I faced as a female programmer/developer 
alone.”

Brittany graduated from Purdue University with a certificate in 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation and a B.S. in computer science 
with a concentration in software engineering. In her current job 
with Clarity Partners, she works as a web application developer 
and project management consultant on several technology 
projects with the Chicago Police Department (CPD) – one of the 
company’s main clients. 

“I have had the amazing opportunity to develop web 
applications like a new CPD intranet homepage, a search tool 
that allows officers to sift through data inside CPD’s extremely 
expansive database with ease, and even an application that 
allows officers to electronically submit traffic, crash, incident, 
investigatory stop, and domestic violence case reports.”

Brittany’s love of programming extends well beyond her 
workplace. She volunteers as a mentor at local hackathons – 
events which typically last several days or hours during which 
people engage in collaborative computer programming and 
learning of technologies. “Attending these events gives me a 
chance to help others learn how to program and to share my 
knowledge with those who are just beginning their programming 
journey.”

Recently, Brittany was accepted into the Learn IT, Girl 
organization as a mentor. The program provides affordable and 
judgment-free opportunities for women interested in learning 
web and software development. As a mentor in the program, she 
will be working with another female programmer from Canada to 
build an online game that helps people with learning disabilities 
read. She also volunteers as a Technovation Challenge for Lake 
View High School. “I aid a group of about 15 high school girls 
in creating and programming a mobile phone application, 
developing a business plan for it, and refining a pitch and demo. 

The application that they build addresses a community problem 
and enters them into a competition against other all-female 
teams to win $10,000 in scholarships from top tech companies 
around the world.”

Brittany is very grateful to several McAuley teachers who she says 
helped “program her success.” Most notably she recalls,

• “Mr. Bob Thomas taught me how to program in MatLab 
& Python, my first official programming languages. He 
also gave me the encouragement and support I needed 
to continue my programming journey in college. He saw 
that I had a knack for using computers and an interest in 
programming so he challenged me to explore technology 
further in my free time and as a college major.” 

• “Mrs. Jayne Laird-Sorkis taught me how to create/design 
graphics and develop websites. Skills learned from her 
classes like understanding how the world wide web works 
and designing, creating graphics for, and programming 
websites sparked my love for the web.

• “Ms. Julie (Kulikauskas) Mikuzis, the yearbook club/class 
moderator, taught me how to lead a group of people to 
complete a task (finishing an entire yearbook) with deadlines 
and deliverables. She also allowed me to express my 
creativity through digital mediums. Her early teachings of 
Adobe Photoshop and print work were foundational in 
my ability to accurately design and architect complex web 
applications.”

“Perseverance. Throughout my college and  
professional career there were many obstacles 
that I faced that made me feel like I wanted to 
give up. Even when I was the only girl in my 
programming classes, stuck for hours, days, and 
even weeks on a single programming problem, 
or the youngest person to lead a meeting with 
executives, I never gave up hope that I could  
succeed. I believe that McAuley taught me that  
I am smart, strong, and confident enough to  
conquer even the toughest problems and to  
flourish in the face of adversity.” 

Ashley Vacchiano Suarez ‘07Ashley Vacchiano Suarez ‘07
Engineer, Merck & Co.

Brittany Vacchiano ‘10Brittany Vacchiano ‘10
Web application developer and project 

management consultant, Clarity Partners 
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Anna VanDeKerchove ’09
Vocal performer, Chicago Symphony Orchestra

“My Mother McAuley education absolutely laid 
the foundation for my career,” says Anna, chorus 
member with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
(CSO).  “It made me realize that I could have a 
fulfilling life studying and performing music, not 
being afraid to pursue my passion.”

And so she has, sharing 
her talent abroad both as 
a soloist and choral artist, 
during Bachfest 2012 in 
Leipzig, Germany and 
during the Orvieto Musica: 
Art of Song, a three-week 
festival in Orvieto, Italy - as 
well as performing locally 
within the city of Chicago. 

While earning her 
master’s of music degree 

in vocal performance from North 
Park University, Anna participated in a lengthy and 
very competitive audition process for a spot with the 
CSO. “There were hundreds of people auditioning 
for perhaps a handful of spots,” she says.  Anna’s 
talent won out and she was offered a chorus part for 
three concerts this season. The first appearance with 
the chorus, on Scriabin’s Prometheus, took place in 
December. The remaining two concerts – Berlioz’s 
Romeo and Juliet and Bruckner’s Te Deum -- are 
scheduled for this spring. She also performed with 
Music of the Baroque on the Holiday Brass and 
Choral Concerts this past December. 

“It was really gratifying and validating to know 
that even before I graduated I had a professional 
engagement,” says Anna. Additionally, Anna 
teaches private voice lessons to students of varied 
experience and interests. 

“I owe my career to McAuley and first and foremost 
to my parents for supporting my interest in the arts,” 
she says. “My love of choral music began in the 
McAuley Music Department under the counsel of 
Mrs. Julie McKee and Mrs. Carrie Alifantis.”
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Nedaa Sweiss ‘09

Writer, The Late Late Show with James Corden

With a love and flair for creative writing, Nedaa says 
she fell into the entertainment industry. As a writer 
for The Late Late Show with James Corden, Nedaa 
now scripts skits for some of the biggest names in 
Hollywood. “My first sketch I wrote for TV had a 
scene with James and Meryl Streep, and that was 
the first thing I ever shot for television – she was so 
lovely.”

During college at DePaul University, Nedaa secured 
an internship with Conan O’Brien, then senior year 
began writing for The Onion, a satirical newspaper.  
“I always liked writing and wrote a lot at McAuley. 
Mrs. Meg (Griffin) Gardner, my freshman English 
teacher, was my absolute favorite. She encouraged 
me to write stories, and Mrs. Mary McCormick 
suggested I do a table read – when actors sit around 
tables and read through the script aloud – with a few 
of my original works.”

After getting a degree in PR and advertising, she 
attended the NBC Late Night Writers Workshop 
in 2013, which spring boarded her into a number 
of writing gigs, including contributing to Weekend 
Update at Saturday Night Live.  She started at the 
Late Late Show in 2015 and wrote the opening 
sketch for the very first episode.

“Script writing is different because it’s all visual. You 
have to keep in mind you can’t just write what the 
characters are thinking but rather have to convey 
what they are thinking,” says Nedaa. 

If you’re an Alanis Morrisette fan, 
you’re familiar with her hit song, 

“Ironic,” which Nedaa re-scripted 
for a parody for The Late Late 

Show. The video later went viral 
on social media. More recently, 

a parody she wrote to the tune 
of Meghan Trainor’s hit song “All 

About that Bass,” went viral after the 
artist and James Corden performed 

on an episode of his show.
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Jacqueline Capron 
Buschbach ’10
Student, Case Western 
Reserve University Dental 
School

“Stay classy McAuley.” It’s a phrase 
heard often throughout the hallways of the school, and 

you can thank Jackie Capron Buschbach for adding to the 
vernacular.   Jackie had the honor of reading the morning 
P.A. announcements her senior year. “Every Monday I 
shared a Monday Mac Fact,” says Jackie. “My favorite 
one was the average woman consumes seven pounds of 
lipstick during her lifetime.”

Today, Jackie is on track to graduate from Case Western 
Reserve University School of Dental Medicine in 2018 with 
her doctorate of dental medicine degree.  Boasting one 
of the top dental programs in the country, Jackie is the 
fortunate recipient of the $100,000 Dean’s Scholarship, 
which is awarded to only two students in the program.  

Another reason Jackie was drawn to Case?  “The school 
places great emphasis on community service, particularly 
caring for those who often are neglected,” she shares.  
Jackie often volunteers on Saturdays at the Free Medical 
Clinic of Greater Cleveland, and on visits home to 
Chicago, she and her husband James volunteer at a local 
PADS (Providing Advocacy Dignity and Shelter) location in 
Oak Lawn. 

The roots of Jackie’s compassion really took hold at 
McAuley.  “The number one thing I believe McAuley 
instilled in me is mercy,” she explains. “In every course, not 
just theology.  McAuley fueled my passion to provide care 
for the underserved, particularly children and the elderly. 
I don’t know that’s necessarily a value that I would have 
gotten from another school and I’m proud to carry that 
with me as I embark on a career in dentistry.”  

“Very often people end up in the dental chair when they “Very often people end up in the dental chair when they 
are in pain, when they’re at their most vulnerable state. are in pain, when they’re at their most vulnerable state. 
They need to be handled with care, respect and also They need to be handled with care, respect and also 
with dignity, especially when they are not at their best. with dignity, especially when they are not at their best. 
McAuley really taught me that.”McAuley really taught me that.”

Jackie credits McAuley’s Mrs. Kim Turnbull and her 
AP Chemistry class for providing her with a social and 
academic experience that she will never forget. 

“It was double period, but we would take a short lunch 
break and talk about anything but chemistry. I really got 
to know my fellow classmates and they were the most 
hilarious, witty, fun-loving people I’ve ever met. We were 
competitive in that we pushed each other to reach our 
best, but it was always with such a team mentality and with 
support. Within this group, today we have a future doctor, 
a veterinary student, a pharmacy student, 
dental student, a nurse practitioner, an 
actuary, and an engineer.”
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Kelsey Philippi ‘10
Wildlife Biologist, Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Maintaining the inventory of posthumous bobcat, river otter, beaver, gray and red fox, mink, muskrat, 
weasel, and raccoon to prepare biological samples is not a typical job.  It is, however, the manifestation 
of Kelsey Philippi’s interest in wildlife.  Kelsey is a wildlife biologist for the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources. She also works as a research assistant in the Rosvall Lab at Indiana University (IU), her alma mater. 

“State level biologists work to maintain healthy populations of wildlife using a variety of management techniques including 
wildlife surveys, bird banding, lots of public outreach and education, and necropsies,” says Kelsey.  

Kelsey was one of only two students to graduate with a B.S. degree in animal behavior in 2015, a newer degree program 
offered at IU.  She also earned a B.A. degree in anthropology with a minor in biology.  

Professionally, Kelsey is a member of The Wildlife Society and the local Audubon Chapter. “I also volunteer for Project Owlnet, 
which tracks the migration of Northern Saw-whet Owls,” Kelsey explains.   Her other interests include music and she assists 
with the LOTUS World Music & Arts Festival. Held annually in Bloomington, Indiana, the festival celebrates the diversity, beauty, 
and joy of music and arts from cultures around the world.

She says her appreciation for science and the arts can be traced to McAuley.  “Every teacher I had played a huge role in the 
person I became,” says Kelsey.  I think about Ms. Ruth Szymczak often. I didn’t truly appreciate her biology class until later in 
life, but she’s really the person I credit for my love of science.”
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Amanda Samawi ’10
Teacher, English as a Second 
Language

Although she never envisioned 
herself working in a classroom, 
Amanda Samawi attributes 
much of her confidence and 
teaching style to Mrs. Mary 
McCormick, her former 
McAuley English teacher. 

“I often draw from her teaching style,” says 
Amanda. “She always made people feel welcomed and 
comfortable; she wanted to hear everyone’s voice and 
believed we each had something to contribute.” 

While a senior at DePaul University, Amanda was awarded 
a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Grant. Fluent in 
Arabic, Amanda chose to spend her year teaching English 
as a Second Language (ESL) to university students in 
Bahrain. “It was a life changing experience. I never would 
have discovered my passion had I not gone abroad,” she 
says.  

Since returning to Chicago in August, Amanda continues 
to teach ESL classes at Maranatha Chapel in Evergreen 
Park. This fall, she hopes to start work on a master’s 
degree in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages (TESOL).  “My time with the Fulbright program 
opened up opportunities for me around the world. Most 
places have a demand for this job.”

Amanda says the most important skill she developed at 
McAuley was creative problem solving. “When a McAuley 
student had her money eaten by a vending machine, 
she would never walk away. Instead, without fail, she 
assembled a crew of classmates to help tip the machine 
and try every way possible to get the goods.” It might 
seem silly, but Amanda says that taught her three things:

1.  Don’t mess with McAuley girls’ food!1.  Don’t mess with McAuley girls’ food!

2.  Be fearless! McAuley teaches that nothing is too 2.  Be fearless! McAuley teaches that nothing is too 
hard, as long as you set your mind on it.hard, as long as you set your mind on it.

3.  Help someone carry their burden. Everywhere 3.  Help someone carry their burden. Everywhere 
you turn at McAuley there’s somebody there to help you turn at McAuley there’s somebody there to help 
you. It is inevitable that you’ll need help and there’s you. It is inevitable that you’ll need help and there’s 
no shame in that, but we also have to be willing to no shame in that, but we also have to be willing to 
be one of those people that stops to help. If we spend be one of those people that stops to help. If we spend 
time helping and encouraging each other to grow, time helping and encouraging each other to grow, 
we’re much better off. we’re much better off. 
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Jessica Rubio ‘10
Petroleum Engineer, Schlumberger Ltd.

Jessica Rubio has not yet graduated from college, and has already landed a job with a top 
engineering firm in California. After completing her nuclear engineering degree in May, 
Jessica will leave the University of Wisconsin at Madison for Bakersfield, California, where 
she will work as a petroleum engineer, drilling oil wells and monitoring radiation levels that 
could affect the local water supply.

While engineering is still a male-dominant field, Jessica says she has never felt intimidated 
because of her gender. Instead, she uses it as a vantage for success.

“I have never seen being a woman engineer as an obstacle, but rather a challenge” Jessica explains. I may not be as 
physically strong as some of the men, but my critical thinking skills set me apart.”

Jessica says she gained her self-confidence while at Mother McAuley, and wants other girls to know they can achieve 
anything they put their mind to. To give back, Jessica returned to McAuley on Career Day to share her experiences, hoping 
to inspire America’s next great engineers.
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Elise Harrigan ’12 
Performer, student at Western Michigan University

Last summer, Elise Harrigan was a regular at 115 Bourbon Street. She 
was competing in the restaurant’s third season of its singing competition, 
“The ONE”.

“While preparing for a call-back audition for the NBC show ‘The Voice,’ 
someone suggested I audition for ‘The ONE,’” explains Elise.  I didn’t 
have a lot of experience singing solo in front of large crowds, but it 
turned out to be one of the best experiences I ever had.”  

Elise captured the $10,000 prize, and besides buying herself a new 
laptop and applying to graduate school, most of the money went into 
her savings. Wrapping up her senior year at Western Michigan University, 
Elise plans to pursue a career in Speech and Language Pathology, 
although she also hopes to maintain a foothold in the music industry.  

“Music is a big part of my life and I don’t want to give that up,” Elise 
says. “I don’t think I would be where I am now without Mrs. Haynes, 
Mrs. Julie McKee and Mrs. Carrie Alifantis -- all who really supported 
me and my talent.”
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Quinlin Kelly ‘11
Associate Producer, Hillary for America Campaign

Working nearly 24-7, Quinlin is hot on the campaign trail this election year as an 
associate producer for the Hillary for America video team. “I’m involved in a variety of 
components that go into the making of our digital videos including editing, filming, and 
producing,” she says. “It’s really exhilarating to think that my work can impact how or if 
someone decides to vote in this election.”

On a few occasions Quinlin has traveled with Hillary to events. She remembers the first 
time she met the presidential candidate.  “I was struck by how down to earth she is. It’s 
very evident when speaking to her that she is really listening to you and taking in and 
processing everything you’re saying.” 

Quinlin earned her B.A. in electronic media from The University of Dayton. Looking back on her 
McAuley years she says “McAuley taught me the importance of feminism every single day. I was surrounded by 
so many smart, creative, and kind women and we all were celebrated. We need to continue to celebrate strong, 
powerful women. I’m lucky enough to get up every day knowing that the work I’m doing is a stride toward getting 
the first female president elected to office. It’s one of the most rewarding experiences I’ve ever had.”

BANNER YEAR ALUM
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Charlotte Eaton ‘13
Student, Lake Forest College

In her junior year at Lake Forest College, Charlotte Eaton stepped away from her studies. “My 
grades were dropping and I was falling into a rut,” says Charlotte.  

Her parents, both British, told her about Raleigh International, a sustainable development 
charity, based in the U.K.  The organization is popular among millennials; Prince William and 
Kate Middleton are Raleigh alumni. 

In October 2015, Charlotte embarked on a 10-week expedition to Tanzinia with Raleigh. 
While there, she built an early childhood development center, trekked 155 miles through 
mountainous terrain, and constructed a girls’ toilet block for the Schools Water And 

Sanitation Hygiene program. 

“Many girls are not comfortable going to school when they are menstruating, so the block provided a place for them to 
wash, dry and if needed, dispose of their sanitary wear.” 

Stateside once again, Charotte is back in school with a clear goal in mind: “I always knew I wanted to be a doctor. Now 
I’m even more driven and focused on that goal, having seen the impact of what I would be doing.”  Charlottes hopes to 
eventually work with Doctors Without Borders. 

Charlotte is grateful for her former McAuley teachers, particularly Mrs. Mary Swanson and Dr. Tom Juliano, who helped 
her realize she can enjoy things she is good at, like math and science. “They pushed me to want to be good and 
encouraged me to put my best effort toward that.”

Alaina Rea ‘14
Student, The Juilliard School

With aspirations to perform with a professional orchestra, Alaina Rea is certainly 
“one to watch.”  

Enrolled in her second year studying viola performance at The Juilliard 
School, Alaina says former McAuley orchestra teacher, Mr. Roger Rocco, had a 
tremendous impact on her musical life and journey. 

“He shared so much of his rich musical knowledge with me, as well as his own 
personal experiences with successes and downfalls in the professional music 
world,” says Alaina. “He gave me confidence that I had the ability to go to 
music school and eventually become a professional musician.”

Alaina is one of only a handful of McAuley graduates who have been accepted 
to the prestigious Juilliard School. She says McAuley taught her many vital life 
skills, in particular, strong writing skills. “Even at music school, we are required 
to take liberal arts classes and McAuley prepared me with the skills to write 
papers in a timely and organized way.” 

2020
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Trip to Rome Brings Visit with Pope

by Kyle Garmes, The Beverly Review 

It all happened in a blur – and before Mother McAuley High 
School senior Caitlin Hennessy knew it, she was meeting Pope 
Francis.

Hennessy, a St. Cajetan Elementary School graduate, was already 
enjoying a once-in-a-lifetime experience when McAuley’s a 
capella choir, joined by the Br. Rice High School choir, visited 
Rome and the Vatican City from Dec. 26-Jan. 2, to perform at a 
Mass for Pope Francis at St. Peter’s Basilica.

However, on Dec. 31, Hennessy’s trip became even more 
memorable. Not only was she part of a choir that sang for the 
pope, but school leaders, with only a few seconds notice from 
officials to choose, selected Hennessy to visit with Pope Francis.

During a rehearsal at the Sala Nervi for a Mass to be held Jan. 1, 
Hennessy and several other students from around the world were 
selected to meet privately with Pope Francis. Hennessy calmed 
her nerves and enjoyed a quick visit with the leader of the 
Roman Catholic Church.

“I said, ‘Pope Francis, it is a great pleasure to meet you,’” 
Hennessy said. “And he said, ‘Pray for me,’ and then he said, 
‘God bless you.’”

Such a thrill, Hennessy said, made a great trip even better.

s t u d e n t  m e e t s  p o p e

McAuley Senior  
Meets the Pope
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“It was incredible. There were so many people in this one area, 
and to be pulled out and selected to walk all the way down the 
long aisle and be in the front row and get to actually interact 
with the people was a great experience,” Hennessy said. “It was 
already great to know that he was in my presence in that big 
room, but then to actually shake his hand and speak to him was 
great.”

According to Julie McKee, McAuley choir leader and a 
parishioner from Christ the King Roman Catholic Church in 
Beverly, she and other school officials wanted to pick a senior 
who was part of the original group of a capella students invited to 
visit Rome.

Hennessy was an “amazing and worthy girl,” McKee said, and she 
rushed off with a church official to meet with the pope.

“It was a very intense exchange,” McKee said, “and she didn’t 
even really have time to process that information.”

While Hennessy met with the pope, her classmates and teachers 
continued with the rehearsal and waited anxiously, wondering 
about the details of her experience.

“When she came back, it was sort of neat because you could see 
her sort of coming down the aisle,” McKee said. “And I started 

During Christmas break, approximately 50 sophomore, junior 
and senior members the Mother McAuley chorus traveled to 
Vatican City to perform in the Pueri Cantores, a concert held for 
the Pope with children and teen choirs from all over the world.  
Senior Caitlin Hennessy was chosen to meet the Pope, who 
blessed her and gifted her with a rosary.

Caitlin’s once-in-a-lifetime opportunity garnered quite a lot of 
interest among Chicago media, including Relevant Radio, The 
Catholic New World, Daily Southtown, and the Beverly Review – 
the latter which published the following story in its January 19, 
2016 issue.  This story is reprinted here with permission from The 
Beverly Review.

“I said, ‘Pope Francis, it is a great pleasure to meet 
you,’” Hennessy said. “And he said, ‘Pray for me,’ 
and then he said, ‘God bless you.’”

Caitlin Hennessy ‘16 meets Pope Francis.  (Photo provided)
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crying, and my co-workers started to cry; and then [Hennessy] 
started to cry, and then we all finally got to each other. It was just 
a really emotional exchange.”

While Hennessy shared a one-on-one conversation with the 
pope, all McAuley and Br. Rice students who made the trip 
enjoyed two memorable opportunities to sing for him.

According to Al Rendak, Br. Rice choir director, Francis is 
known to greet such visitors regularly in the Sala Nervi, and even 
though the possibility exists that he may show up, when he does, 
the thrill is palpable.

“It was one of those things where it almost didn’t hit you until 
you were there,” Rendak said, “and before you know it, we’re in 
the same room as the pope.”

According to McKee, McAuley officials investigated the 
opportunity to perform for the pope about two years ago, after 
the school’s a capella group, which Hennessy has been in for 
three years, performed for the William Ferris Chorale, a highly 
respected choir group in Chicago. Paul French, director of the 
chorale, recommended the girls visit Rome.

The school decided to include all its choir members, as well as 
those from Br. Rice, in its application.

This year, the trip became a reality. McAuley was also part of a 
15-choir “Concert of Hope” with students from France, Germany 
and South Korea during the visit, but the thrills went beyond 
performing, as they also toured Italy.

“It was great. It was like no other experience. What I loved about 
it was how, even though we were coming to sing, it wasn’t sing, 
sing all day,” Hennessy said. “We got to go to so many places. 
And we got some cool stuff – when we went in the Sistine 
Chapel, we got our own private tour.”

Students from both schools toured historical sites together, 
Rendak said, and they visited the catacombs – ancient 
underground burial places – and the Colosseum.

“It just went by so fast, but when you’re there, it was just very 
cool,” said Rendak, noting he felt like a “speck of dust” while 
standing next to the historical monuments in Italy.

For Hennessy, her visit with the pope was one of many highlights 
she’s enjoyed during her final year of high school. She also 
starred as Belle in the school’s production of “Beauty and the 
Beast.” She plans to major in music in college, with Butler 
University and the University of Illinois among her options.

“It’s a good year for me,” she said with a laugh.

McKee said she is proud of what Hennessy has been able 
to achieve and is glad she chose a student who represented 
McAuley so well.

“If we were going to have someone sort of be our ambassador in 
that moment,” McKee said, “then we really couldn’t have asked 
for a better student.”

McAuley and Brother Rice students visit the Vatican.
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Through McAuley Hall, we celebrate those who exemplify 
the qualities and mission of Catherine McAuley. 

Last fall, seven amazing women were inducted into our McAuley Hall of Honor. More than 200 people were in attendance for this 
beautiful event, which honors those who have supported, led or served Mother McAuley High School and/or Saint Xavier Academy, 
including the Sisters of Mercy. These women join our previous 15 inductees, and their photographs and bios now hang proudly in 
“McAuley Hall” located just inside our Circle Drive entrance. 

The afternoon began with a special champagne reception for our inductees and their guests. All enjoyed light refreshments and 
camaraderie before gathering in the auditorium for Mass. The induction ceremony took place immediately following, and included a
video featuring our honorees and stories of their accomplishments. (Note: The video can be viewed on our website, under the “Alumnae”
section.)  Afterward, the honorees were invited to receive their award and share a few remarks with the audience. 

Following are photos from the reception, Mass and induction held in October. 

“Catherine McAuley had a Dream. We have the privilege of knowing it, 
We have the responsibility to understand it, We have the duty to protect it 
and We have the honour of living it.” - Maria McGuinness,  RSM

h a l l  o f  h o n o r

Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM Teri Beran Kulat ‘80 Anne Bigane Wilson ‘76 and Kathy Gordon Davis Barbara Bansley Cronin ‘91

(left to right) Barbara Bansley Cronin ‘91, Mary Kate Bansley ‘06, Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75, President, Kathy Gordon Davis, Sister Rosemary 
Connelly, RSM, Anne Bigane Wilson ‘76, Robbie Kuchler O’Shea ‘81, Teri Beran Kulat ‘80
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Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM
For more than 40 years, Sister Rosemary, a member of the Religious Sisters of Mercy, has influenced the 
Chicago community as the executive director of Misericordia.  A native Chicagoan, she attended parochial 
schools and taught in several Archdiocesan schools while continuing her studies.  In 1959, Sister Rosemary 
earned a B.S. in Social Science.  She then earned a Master of Arts in Sociology from St. Louis University in 
1966 and a Master’s in Social Work from Loyola University Chicago in 1969.  She was appointed administrator 
of Misericordia in 1969.  

Sister Rosemary’s leadership has been integral to Misericordia growing into a loving, challenging and dignified 
environment for more than 600 children and adults with developmental disabilities.  To the residents, families, 
friends and staff of Misericordia, this special place truly has become “home.”  Misericordia is dedicated to the 
principle that each person should be encouraged to achieve his or her maximum potential, realized through 
educational, vocational, spiritual and recreational programs.  Mother McAuley students have volunteered, 
raised funds for Misericordia and strengthened their own cultural empathy under the inspiring leadership 
of Sister Rosemary.

Sister Rosemary has received numerous awards and honors throughout the years.  She has gratefully received 
all of them on behalf of everyone who is involved with Misericordia.  These honors include being named 
“Chicagoan of the Year” in 2014 by Chicago Magazine, receiving the Christ Brings Hope Award from Relevant 
Radio in 2013, the Robert E. McLaughlin Faith Foundation Award in 2014, to name a few.  She has received 
honorary doctorate degrees from Saint Mary’s College of Notre Dame, the University of Notre Dame, Loyola, 
DePaul, Lewis, St. Xavier, Marquette and Dominican Universities.

Barbara McCann Bansley, SXA ‘50
Barbara Bansley was a woman of conviction, devoted to her Catholic faith and a strong proponent of Catholic 
education.  A mother of 12 children, Barbara did everything necessary to make sure each of her children 
received a Catholic education.  Barbara passed away in March of 2009.

Barbara attended Saint Xavier Academy and following her graduation in 1950 pursued her passion for art, 
becoming an art teacher for children, teens, adults, and the elderly.  For decades, Barbara empowered the minds 
of all those she taught, boosting their confidence and nurturing each student’s ability and fostering 
their creativity.

Barbara didn’t just channel her passion into teaching, but into creating.  As a highly-regarded artist in Chicago, 
her work was featured at the Art Institute of Chicago, Columbia College, and the Beverly Art Center.  One of 
the venues that Barbara was most proud of was Mother McAuley’s very own theater, where her original work 
“Wit of America’s First Ladies” was performed under her direction.  

Described as a “scholar” in her field of work by the Chicago Tribune, Barbara’s quest for learning never ceased. 
At age 65, she earned her master’s degree in interdisciplinary arts from Columbia College.  Her curious spirit 
led her to thrive in her program, winning her a major grant.

Barbara’s presence lives on through her work which adorns the halls at McAuley, and her commitment to 
Catholic education lives on through her many daughters and granddaughters who attended McAuley.

spring 2016.indd   25 3/23/16   3:26 PM



26

h a l l  o f  h o n o r

Anne Bigane Wilson ‘76
Since 1987, Anne Bigane Wilson has been the President of family-owned Bigane Paving Co.  As the fourth 
generation family member to lead the company, Anne’s strong ethics and character make her a highly respected 
colleague within her profession.  Anne helped to pioneer the green application of asphalt of pavement utilized in 
the Green Alleys program in the city of Chicago.  

Anne always has valued the encouragement she received from McAuley to enter the male-dominated 
engineering field.  She was one of the first women enrolled in the Construction Engineering and Management 
program at Purdue University, and believes her education at McAuley prepared her to be a strong independent 
thinker, and aided her as she graduated from a difficult and rigorous program in under four years.  Her ongoing 
support of and involvement at Purdue, coupled with a strong dedication to her field has earned Anne many 
awards, including the Purdue University Civil Engineering Alumni Achievement Award and the Illinois 
Governor’s Small Business Person of the Year Award.  

Anne’s presence at McAuley continues today.  Since 2012, she has served on the Mother McAuley Board of 
Trustees, and recently was named Chairperson.   She annually participates in Alumnae Career Day and the 
Student Scholarship Golf Outing.  In 2010, Anne and her four sisters – all alumnae of Mother McAuley – 
established the Bigane Family Scholarship for senior students, as a gift to their mother.  The funds may be 
used for tuition assistance and also graduation expenses, retreat costs and senior activities.  

Theresa “Teri” Beran Kulat ‘80
A practicing attorney for over 20 years, Theresa a.k.a. “Teri” helps families and businesses using Collaborative 
Law, a legal framework for resolving disputes respectfully without going to court.  So that she could integrate 
her faith into her professional life, she founded Trinity Family Law, P.C., a law firm with its mission to empower 
people in legal matters so that they can negotiate agreements that enable them to build healthy new lives, 
prosper financially and co-parent children effectively.  

Teri’s commitment to her craft is evident through her membership in the Collaborative Law Institute of Illinois 
(CLII), the International Association of Collaborative Practice, the Global Collaborative Law Council and 
Collaborative Practice Professionals of Illinois.  Her many leadership positions at CLII including Secretary, 
Director, practice group leader, training committee chair and, next year, President exemplify how Teri uses the 
strong leadership skills first cultivated during her days at McAuley.  She regularly presents trainings, speeches and 
workshops on Collaborative Practice and personal growth throughout the state.  

Recognizing the importance of giving back, Teri serves as a mentor to McAuley alumnae who are looking to 
practice law in a more holistic manner, and participates in the McAuley Law Society.  Reaching current students, 
she presented to the Catherine McAuley Honors Scholars on the importance of faith in one’s professional 
life, something she lives by daily.  She stays in touch with classmates, having served on the 10-year Reunion 
Committee, organized the 30-year Reunion Committee for the class of 1980 and returned to the stage at the 
Tribute to Sr. Ellen Marie.

Nancy Jean Coleman Mulcahy ‘64
Nancy Jean Coleman Mulcahy’s strong work ethic and passion to help others were first cultivated during her 
time as a McAuley student.  While raising her four children, Nancy took classes, one at a time, at Daley College 
to pursue a degree in history.  Showing great dedication and perseverance Nancy, after 16 years of schooling, 
graduated with honors and became a school clerk for the Chicago Board of Education, working at various 
schools.  Her career spanned nearly 25 years.  With a willingness to lead, she served as the union representative 
for the Chicago Board of Education School Clerks. 

Nancy’s desire to help others didn’t stop outside of her professional life.  In 1999, along with her sister Carol 
Moriarty and close friend and fellow McAuley alumna, Lisa O’Brien Garmes ‘69, Nancy started the Beverly 
Breast Cancer Walk.  

Nancy’s presence at Mother McAuley is still strong today.  She sent her three daughters to Mother McAuley to 
receive the same Catholic education that helped shape her values and ideals, and today she has granddaughters 
enrolled at the school. 
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Roberta “Robbie” Kuchler O’Shea ‘81
Professionally and personally, Robbie continually personifies the spirit of Catherine McAuley.  As a licensed 
physical therapist and a professor at Governors State University, she brings her compassion and care to assist 
children ages 0-3 who have developmental difficulties, particularly underprivileged and at-risk infants and their 
families.

When Robbie sees a need, she takes action.  She has delivered groceries to clients and helped pay for funeral 
arrangements for a client whose family could not afford them.  

Robbie and her husband are parents to two adopted children and offered their home to another young adult in 
need.  Her adoption experience helped her to write a short book entitled I’m Brown and My Sister Isn’t, in an 
effort to explain adoption to her own, as well as other multicultural-adopted children.  As a former member of 
Chicago Area Families for Adoption, and a two-term president for the group, Robbie uses her own experience as 
an adoptive parent to mentor other parents.

Robbie’s tireless spirit has led her to be recognized with many awards.  Twice she has been awarded the Faculty 
Excellence Award – the highest faculty award at Governors State University.  She also received the Crossroads 
Award for her research work investigating access to services in the Chicago suburbs for children with Cerebral 
Palsy.

Beyond her work, Robbie is a board member at the Center for Independence, a non-profit committed to 
improving the lives of children with physical disabilities.  Robbie remains a strong supporter of McAuley and 
active in her faith.  She is a member at St. Cletus parish where she volunteers on the Pastoral Parish Council, 
chaperons the youth mission trip and assists at the CREDO pilgrimage trip, and has been a guest lecturer in the 
school’s science classes.

Kathy Gordon Davis
For more than 26 years, Kathy Gordon Davis has been a faculty member in the Art Department at Mother 
McAuley, often serving as department chairperson.  Beloved by her colleagues, peers and students, Kathy’s 
“can-do” attitude and love of her profession exemplify the superior teacher that makes McAuley stand out.  

Kathy coordinates opportunities for McAuley students to have their work publically displayed at various 
exhibitions within the community, affording them the real world experience of an artist.  Under her guidance, 
year to year, her students garner recognition and awards for their works.

Her dedication to and love for the Mother McAuley community is further affirmed through her role as an art 
instructor in a program she’s created for the retired Sisters of Mercy, and the summer art camps she directs for 
grade school students. She also designed the cornerstone for the addition of the Music wing in 1993, and the 
Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School/St. Xavier Academy 160th Anniversary logo in 2006.

As a professional artist, Kathy’s work has been displayed at numerous exhibits. Her original work, The 
Valiant Woman, commissioned by the Saint Xavier Class of 1961, hangs in The Robert and Mary Rita 
Murphy Stump Library on the campus of Saint Xavier University. It depicts Mary, the Blessed Mother, the 
Venerable Catherine McAuley and other prominent women, illustrating the many roles a valiant woman 
plays in our history and society. 

Kathy’s numerous awards are a testament to her dedication to her profession and her students.  She has received 
the Catherine McAuley Award and the Board of Trustees Professional Development Award, respectively. 
She’s also been honored with the Outstanding Teacher Award from the University of Chicago and the “Who’s 
Who Among High School Teachers” Award six times.  She also is a member of the National Art Education 
Association, National Museum for Women in the Arts, and Kappa Gamma Pi – The National Catholic 
Graduate Honor Society, among many other organizations.

h a l l  o f  h o n o r
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r e u n i o n s

Oh, What a Night! 

Nearly 600 Mighty Macs came out 
to celebrate with their classmates at 
our third annual Banner-Year Reunion 
on November 7. 

Alumnae classes which graduated in a year ending 
with a ‘0 or ‘5 were recognized as a “banner year class,” 
celebrating a 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th+ reunion.  
Many of the women had not seen each other in 
decades, and you could see the excitement on their 
faces! 

Each class had a special area or classroom in which 
to gather and reminisce, and many chose to decorate 
their area with items and other mementos. We are 
most appreciative of our class reps, who assisted with 
tracking down classmates, providing updated contact 
information, prepping postcards for mailings, and 
much more.  The evening featured food, drink, tours 
of the school, the opportunity for individual class 
photos, and entertainment.

Social media lit up with feedback from those in 
attendance.

A member of the class of 1975 wrote:  “Great night 
getting caught up with such wonderful women in our class! 
I wish I took more photos!!! Thanks to all for coming.”

And another: “Can’t believe we all remembered the 
words to “Senior Girl’! Thanks for leading us!”

“Great Time at McAuley! It was fun, fun, fun! Can we 
do it again next week?”

Members of the class of 1985 were not to be outdone 
and shared their excitement as well.

“I want a redo of last Saturday!” wrote one attendee, 
while another wrote, “I had so much fun but the night 
went by too fast!” and another “Great, great night!! 
So fun to see everyone!!! Love McAuley gals!”

A Mighty Mac thank you to all who joined us. 
We look forward to welcoming our next banner-year 
classes – those ending in a one or a six –  for our 2016 
reunion! 

Banner Year Reunion
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Celebrating Saint Xavier Academy – 
2015 Reunion

Saint Xavier, dear, we’ll think of thee!

When classroom days 

Have passed away –

Those happy days to us will be

A bond of love when far away.
(lyrics from Lavender & Gold, the Saint Xavier Academy school song)

How these words ring true for the alumnae of Saint Xavier 
Academy – the predecessor to Mother McAuley – who 
gathered at the Union League Club of Chicago last September 
for a special reunion luncheon.  With assistance from Pat Daley 
Martino ’54, Marge Livingston Wild ’55 and a dedicated 
committee, nearly 90 women attended the reunion.  For many 
guests, this marked the first time in years that they had recon-
nected with each other, yet they reminisced as if no time had 
passed.  The afternoon was filled with kindness, laughter and 
endless stories of days gone by and news of where life’s journey 
had taken them.   

Saint Xavier Academy opened in 1899 at 49th and Cottage 
Grove and remained in existence for 55 years until increasing 
enrollment and deteriorating facilities necessitated a move.  
In 1956, Saint Xavier Academy transitioned into Mother 
McAuley Liberal Arts High School and was opened at its 
current location on 99th Street. 

r e u n i o n s

Reunions

1959

1958

1957

19571957
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Class of 1960 Celebrates 50!

The class of 1960 holds a special place in 
Mother McAuley’s rich history, as they are 
the school’s first four-year graduating class, 
having started as freshmen during the fall of 
1956 (McAuley’s inaugural semester). It was 
only fitting that their 55th Reunion on 
October 23, 2015 was just as special!

The afternoon began with a wonderful Mass 
celebrated in Mercy Circle, alongside many 
retired Sisters of Mercy. The luncheon included 
a display of memorabilia highlighting all four 
years of high school, an update on McAuley from President 
Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75, a prayer by classmate Sister 
Frances Crean and a special reading of their class’ senior yearbook 
dedication page by Carole Barskis Weber.

Since school was out that day for parent-teacher conferences, 
we thought it was only fitting to let the ladies explore the school! 
They were amazed at how much is unchanged, yet so very different. 
We look forward to hosting these ladies for their next reunion!

r e u n i o n s

1948 1952

1955 1954

Marge Wild Livingston ‘55 
and Sue Black Webb
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Former faculty member and Mighty Mac coach, Belle Anderson, 
passed away in October 2015.  Belle’s career in the McAuley 
physical education and athletic departments spanned 40 years, 
from 1962-2002.  Belle was beloved by many and during her 
time at McAuley she served as teacher and chair of the physical 
education department, volleyball coach, basketball coach and 
athletic director. 

We asked former students and colleagues to share their memories 
of Belle. 

Belle could be described as quirky. I would describe her as a kind, forgiv-
ing, thoughtful mentor. She went out of her way for everyone---student, 
colleague, parent--- it didn’t matter. Belle helped us all. In the giving credit 
where credit is due category, Belle should be credited with the beginning 
of our athletic dominance. Belle won volleyball, basketball and softball 
championships in CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) the precursor to the 
IHSA and GCAC. Belle was every Mighty Mac’s lodestar, blazing a path 
of excellence for all to follow.

- Dr. Roz Iasillo, Science faculty member

One Halloween I convinced the McAuley girls in our parish to wear their 
icky green gym uniforms to St. Catherine’s Teen Club costume party. I 
became Miss Anderson and wore white shirt, shorts, shoes, glasses and a 
blond wig. We entertained the whole teen club with a mock Miss Anderson 
‘inspection’ with girls lined up to show their names on both gym shoes and 
turning around to prove that their ENTIRE gym uniforms were ironed. We 
had many good laughs - until the next gym class when the real Miss An-
derson called me out of line to take her place to conduct the real inspection!  
Somehow she had found out and my goose was cooked! Unfortunately, 
nine years later my younger sister Gail took good-natured flack from Miss 
Anderson for my misdeeds!

- Carol Fiscella Condron ‘65

I have fond memories of Belle who was a legendary presence for so many 
years. She taught me, as a new teacher, how to use the “new” copy 
machine that replaced the ditto. She loved vex to talk about her dogs. 
And yours. She brought paczkis for the faculty every year on Mardi Gras. 
And she wore shorts all year later long. She had great legs always. 

- Ginny Duggan Murphy, former English faculty member

Belle was my gym teacher as well as my fellow teacher. She 
was very young when she taught me but she put the fear of God 
into me! One exercise we had to do to pass gym was to sit cross 
legged then stand up without holding on to anything. It’s not as 
easy as it sounds. Fast forward 20 years… I started teaching 
history at McAuley and there was Miss Anderson, and I was 
still afraid! To my amazement she remembered me and my 
name! Many a morning we shared a laugh, a talk, or I listened 
to her hum -- as she did each day! Belle is synonymous with the 
story of McAuley. God love you, Belle! You touched the hearts 
of so many young women who passed through your gym doors!

- Sue Hullinger Farrell’65

Thanks to the generosity of several alumnae, 
plans are underway to establish a Belle 
Anderson Memorial Scholarship.  For more 
information on how you can contribute, 
please contact the Institutional Advancement 
Office at 773-881-6557. 

A Farewell to Belle
I N  M E M O R I A M

Belle Anderson, left

Belle Anderson, center
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a l u m n a e  n e w s  &  e v e n t s

births
Bridget Cusack ’04 welcomed son John 
Cusack on September 27, 2009. 

Acheera Colbert Scott ’99 and husband 
Cezaric welcomed Cezaric Scott Junior on 
November 16, 2010, and Cenai Scott on 
June 18, 2012. 

Paula Claffy Anderson ‘01 and husband 
Michael welcomed son Nathaniel 
Anderson on January 31, 2013. 

  deaths
Laura McAuley Finch ’70 passed away 
on August 21, 2011. 

Theresa “Terry” Fara, sister of Patricia 
Fara Jana ’68 and Mary Fara ’69, 
passed away September 22, 2013. 

Marianne Tobin Biety ’47 passed away 
November 3, 2013.  

Donald Van Arkel, father of Carol Van 
Arkel ’67, Janet Van Arkel ’74, Debra 
Van Arkel Richards ’77 and grandfather 
of Cara LaMorte Grant ’93 and Patricia 
Pellicore Marx ’00, passed away July 
17, 2014. 

Donna Walsh Suave ’62, sister of 
Marilyn Walsh Wohlberg ’60 and great-
aunt of Abigail O’Brien ’17 passed away 
in August 2014. 

Kathleen Mary Hoffmann Elliott ’66
passed away August 14, 2014. 

Dorothy “Tami” Hausman Barber ‘61, 
sister of Judy Hausman ’59, passed 
away August 20, 2014. 

Ernestine Hutchinson, mother of Anitra 
Hutchinson ’92 passed away September 
14, 2014. 

         marriages
Sarah Smith ’01 married Brendan Murphy 
in June 2014. 

Kathleen Simenas ’96 married Ken Doyle 
on July 4, 2014. 

Erin Gudewicz ’03 married Paul Serafin 
on September 5, 2014. 

Barbara Heurta ’09 married Jose 
Sandoval on September 19, 2014. 

MaryKate Epley ’04 married Phil LaScola 
on September 20, 2014. 

Shannon Keane ’05 married Morgan 
Moore on September 20, 2014. 

Colleen Carey ’05 married James Morgan 
on December 13, 2014. 

Evonne Stavrokas ’90 married Tim 
Iannone on December 31, 2014.  

Elizabeth Schultz ’01 married Anthony 
Senese on July 11, 2015. 

Anahi Godinez ’06 married Jose Chavez 
on July 12, 2015. 

Sarah Kielbasa ’06 married Robert Pine, 
Jr. on September 5, 2015. 

Deirder D’Aniello ’89 married George 
Grueber on October 17, 2015. 

Ginny DeGregorio ’05 married Dave 
Bukiet on October 24, 2015. 

Margot Kelly ’11 married Alex Hasty on 
December 12, 2015.  

Anne Lamon Ringrose ’01 and husband 
Thom welcomed son William John on 
January 9, 2014. 

Corey O’Keefe Jenicek ’05 and 
husband Justin welcomed daughter 
Morgan Mae on June 17, 2014. 

Kathy Wisniewski Bevington ’99 and 
husband George welcomed Erin Marie 
on July 29, 2014. She joined big brother 
Peter.  

Kristin Casper Burke ’03 and husband 
Greg welcomed Theodore Edward Burke 
December 20, 2014. 

Jessica McCollam Bailye ’99 welcomed 
son Alexander John on December 30, 
2014.  

McAuley guidance counselor and 
alumna, Nichole Hynes Carey ’02 
and husband Richard welcomed Nolan 
Richard on September 10, 2013 and 
daughter Fiona Kay on January 3, 2015.  

Martha Guadalupe Jacobson ’99 and 
husband Brian welcomed son Marcus 
Fernando on February 7, 2015.  

Sarah Smith Murphy ’01 and husband 
Brendan welcomed daughter Isla 
Bernadette on February 11, 2015. 

Marie Piech Cotter ’06 and husband 
Brandon welcomed son James Harrison 
on February 24, 2015. 

Monica Salazar ’06 welcomed son 
Alexander Bradley on March 26, 2015. 

Christa Shervino Wittke ’89 and 
husband Jim welcomed daughter 
Giavanna Carmella on April 3, 2015. 

Mary Kate McLaughlin Minogue 
‘93 and husband Joseph, welcomed 
daughter Rose Kathleen on May 26, 
2015.  

Suzanne Short Olivia ’02 and husband 
Anthony welcomed Scarlett Maeve on 
June 8, 2015. 

Margaret Angeletti Gruener ’02 and 
husband Michael welcomed Henry 
Theodore on August 10, 2015. 

Jen VeSota Leahy ‘00 and husband Ed 
welcomed their son Noah Michael on 
October 8, 2015. 

Meghan Lyons Pietryla ’04 and 
husband Michael welcomed McKayla on 
November 3, 2015. 

Claudette Soto ’97 and husband Rene 
Barraza welcomed son Isa Ezra on 
November 5, 2015.  

Faculty member and alumna Mariclare 
Malinger Martin ‘95 and husband 
Tommy, welcomed daughter Nora Marie 
Martin on November 13, 2015. 

Chris and Kerry Ryan Lynch ’98 
welcomed daughter Brigid Kathleen 
Lynch (Brydie) on November 17, 2015.  
She joins big sisters Mary Cate and 
Maggie. 

Jennifer Beeson Davis ’04 and husband 
Mark welcomed Elizabeth Anne on 
December 28, 2015. She joins big 
brother William Michael Davis. 

Nora Capron Gifford ’02 and husband 
Adam and big sister Essy welcomed 
Dorothy “Dottie” Frances Gifford on 
March 10, 2016.
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Robert Ross, father of Stephanie L. Ross 
’69, passed away October 19, 2014. 

William O’Brien, father of Kathy 
Maloney ’75, Maureen Rauman ’76, 
Terri Fredrick ’80 and Peggy Jenders 
’85, and grandfather of Meghan 
Maloney ’02 passed away October 24, 
2014. 

Martha Stanton Jacob ’46 passed away 
October 27, 2014.  

Patrick J. Moran, father-in-law of Karen 
Kellogg Moran ’75, grandfather of 
Catherine Moran ’05, Maura Moran 
’07 and Meghan Moran ’10, and uncle 
to Nora Smith ’81 and Margaret Smith 
’84 passed away October 27, 2014.  

Marianne Reinert Halm ’60 passed 
away November 15, 2014. 

Homer Livingston, husband of Marge 
Wilde Livingston, SXA ‘55, passed 
away December 21, 2014. 

William Phillips, father of Kathleen 
Phillips Carey ’77 and grandfather 
of Bridget Carey ’04, Colleen Carey 
Morgan ’05 and grandfather-in-law to 
Nichole Hynes Carey ’02, passed away 
February 5, 2015. 

Thomas Glancey, father of Cathy 
Glancey Scully ‘75 and Sharon Glancey 
Waite ‘77, and grandfather of Kate 
Scully Krebsbach ‘05 and Megan Scully 
‘09 passed away in February 8, 2015.

Sally Elizabeth Deacy Murray ‘80 
passed away March 17, 2015. She 
is the sister of Mary Deacy Lin ’71, 
Patricia Ann Deacy ’72 (deceased) and 
Catherine Deacy Brophy ’75. 

Maureen T. McIntyre ’87, sister to 
Kathleen McIntyre ’78, Marguerite 
McIntyre-Crane ’79, Eileen McIntyre-
Foley ’81 and Colleen McIntyre-
Murney ’83 passed away March 31, 
2105. She is the aunt of Bridget Crane 
’06, Katelyn Crane ’07, Kelly Crane 
’15, Ryan Murney ’14 and Meghan 
Murney ‘15.

John Daley, father of Maureen Daley 
Clark ‘69 and father-in-law of Moira 
Howorth Daley ‘75 passed away May 
2, 2015. 

Elizabeth Therese Byrne Avellone ‘43, 
mother of Mary Avellone ’63 and sister 
of Helen Byrne Mortell ‘36 passed 
away May 5, 2015.  

Kathryn “Kay” Gaudette passed away 
May 10, 2015. She is the mother of 
Marie Gaudette ’75 and mother-in-
law of Susan Snyder Gaudette ‘82
and Debbie Myer Gaudette ’84, and 
grandmother of Katy Gaudette ’14 and 
Caitlynn Gaudette ’18. 

Mary Frances “Honey” Mulcahy passed 
away May 11, 2015. She is the mother 
of Kathleen McGinnis ‘66 and Mimi 
Mulcahy Cullnan ‘75, and grandmother 
of Courtney McGinnis Connors ‘01, 
Kerry McGinnis McNicholas ‘97, 
Meaghan McGinnis ‘06 and Lisa 
Cullnan Rank ‘02. 

Leatha Burrage, mother of Heather 
Prothro ’98 passed away May 15, 2015. 

Kenneth Emerson, father of Becky 
Emerson Manfre ‘92 and Suzanne 
Emerson Fedea ‘94 passed away May 
24, 2015. 

Kevin O’Malley, brother of Erin O’Malley
Carlson ’00 and cousin of Lauren Ford 
’98, Eileen Ford Morissette ’06, Ali 
Boyd ’07 and Mary O’Malley ’10
passed away May 30, 2015. 

Evelyn Johnston, mother of Janet 
Johnston ’76 passed away in June 2015. 

Rita Carroll, mother of MaryAnn Carroll 
’78 and grandmother of Nicole Carroll 
’11 passed away June 1, 2015. 

John G. “Jack” Ryan, father of Cathy 
Ryan ‘75 and Colleen Ryan-Ryan ‘78 
and father-in-law of the late Lauren Putz 
Ryan ‘83 passed away on June 15, 2015. 

Maryjane McIntosh passed away June 
17, 2015. She is the mother of Heather 
McCullough ‘61, Penny Murphy ‘63, 
Kathleen Morgan ‘67, and Cecelia 
Thunander ‘73, and grandmother of 
Amanda Morgan Finegan ‘93, Emily C. 
Morgan ‘97 and Cecelia McIntosh ‘08. 

Sally Tiedbohl Billinsley ’45, sister of 
the late Mary Rose Tiedbohl ’41 and 
Suzanne Tiedbohl ’43, passed away 
June 24, 2015. 

Valerie Migliore Cunningham ‘74, 
mother of Emily Cunningham Miller ‘00
passed away June 30, 2015. 

Susan Sweeney Russell ’63, mother of 
Elaine Russell Tierney ’95 and the late 
Catie Russell ’98 passed away June 13, 
2015. 

Joan Cecil Sullivan, SXA ’50, passed 
away July 25, 2015. 

Michelle Wegrzyn ’76, sister of 
Donna Wegrzyn Zuidema ‘70, Valerie 
Wegrzyn Tabriz ‘72, Jennifer Wegrzyn 
Usher ‘78 and aunt of Allison Usher ‘09
and Caroline Usher ‘11 passed away 
August 8, 2015. 

Jo Ellen Daly Raap ’66 passed away 
August 22, 2015. Sister of the late 
Maureen Daly Penman ’67. 

James Deering, husband of Mary 
Shannon Deering ’86 and father of 
Maureen Deering ’17 and Mary Kate 
Deering ‘14 passed away August 26, 
2015. 

Patrick Shannon Sr., father of Ellen 
Shannon Seifert ‘72 and uncle of Kerry 
Byrne ’79 and Kate Shannon Boyle ‘82
passed away in August 2015. 

Mary Kay Prucha, mother of twins Jaclyn 
and Jessica Prucha ’16, passed away 
September 5, 2015. 

Debra Davis, mother of Phalon Davis 
Barnes ’16, passed away September 7, 
2015. 

Sr. Bernadette Madden, RSM, former 
Mother McAuley employee and 
volunteer, passed away September 17, 
2015. 

Diane Brennan ’85, mother of Barbara 
Brennan Carroll Eakin ’73, Marcella 
Brennan Binion ‘78 and Colleen 
Brennan Kenny ’85, and grandmother 
of Ryan Carroll ’04 and Rebecca Carroll 
’04, passed away September 23, 2015. 

Ralph Keiser, husband of Marion Cronin 
’75 and brother-in-law of Carole Cronin 
’64 passed away September 24, 2015. 

Dorothy McCann ’60 passed away 
October 15, 2015. She is the aunt of 
Elizabeth Ward Kloss ’81 and Mary 
Carol Ward Mohan ’89. 

Marvous Kellogg, mother of Karen 
Kellogg Moran ‘75, the late Catherine 
Kellogg ‘77, Laura Kellogg Forslund 
‘80 and grandmother of Catherine 
Moran ’05, Maura Moran ’07, Annie 
Kellogg ‘07, and Meghan Moran ’10, 
Mary Kellogg ‘11, Kaleigh Kellogg ‘15, 
and Kelsey Kellogg ‘19, passed away 
October 17, 2015. 

a l u m n a e  n e w s  &  e v e n t s
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Robert W. Ross, father of Stephanie 
L. Ross ’69, passed away October 19, 
2014. 

James Marzano, father of Sharon 
Marzano ’87 passed away October 27, 
2015. 

Mary Anne “Mac” Cultra Fitzmaurice 
’65 passed away November 1, 2015. 
She is the sister of Betty Cultra Jacobs 
’61, Janet Cultra Collins ‘69, Joan 
Cultra Jones ‘72, Patricia Cultra ’75
and Margaret Cultra Flynn ‘79. She 
also is the sister-in-law of Nancy Corbet 
Cultra ’65, and the mother of Kerry 
Fitzmaurice ’05.  

Mary Byczek, mother of Mother McAuley 
faculty member, Diane Hesselbach, 
passed away November 16, 2015. 

Flo Brandy Staton ’61, sister of 
Margaret Brady Tofenelli ‘71 passed 
away November 19, 2015. 

Lois Falvin, grandmother of Mother 
McAuley principal, Eileen Boyce ’03, 
Katie Boyce Dunne ’01, Bridget Boyce 
Schreiber ’02, Annie Boyce ’06 and 
Mary Kate Boyce ’07, passed away 
November 21, 2015. 

Mary “Eileen” Dalton Flynn ’50 passed 
away November 29, 2015.  She is the 
mother of Anne Dalton Knibbs ’76, 
Carol Dalton Russell ’79 and Patty 
Dalton Dart ’82. 

Jean Prendergast Rooney ‘88 passed 
away December 8, 2015. She is the 
daughter of Joan Curtin Prendergast 
’64 and sister-in-law of Ellen Rooney 
Marting ’82.   

Judiann Mulchrone, mother of assistant 
basketball coach, Maureen Mulchrone, 
passed away December 8, 2015. 

Mary Ellen Burns, mother of Colleen 
Burns Pochyly ‘78, Maureen Burns 
Bekta ‘80 and Kathleen Burns Clancy 
‘84 passed away December 8, 2015. 

Willard C. Kellogg, Jr., father of Karen 
Kellogg Moran ‘75, the late Catherine 
Kellogg ‘77, Laura Kellogg Forslund 
‘80 and grandfather of Catherine Moran 
’05, Maura Moran ’07, Annie Kellogg 
‘07, and Meghan Moran ’10, Mary 
Kellogg ‘11, Kaleigh Kellogg ‘15, 
and Kelsey Kellogg ‘19, passed away 
December 13, 2015.  

Dan Capuano, CFD, husband of Julie 
Hauser Capuano ‘90 and father of 
Amanda Capuano ’17 passed away on 
December 14, 2015.  

Patricia Kampner Hastings ’81 passed 
away December 26, 2015. She is the 
sister of Peggie Kampner Nee ‘69, 
Christine Kampner Recker ‘73, Nancy 
Kampner Wood ‘75, Ellen Kampner 
Cronin ‘77 and Donna Kampner-Simon 
‘78 and aunt of Janel Michaelis ‘03. 

Lois Jean Geraghty, mother of Jennifer 
Geraghty Bailey ’92, passed away 
December 27, 2015. 

Roger Carroll, father of Kelly Carroll 
Sweeney ’86 and Patricia Carroll Wood 
’87, passed away January 5, 2016. 

Michael Lepore, father of Nancy Lepore 
Krickl ’83, passed away January 12, 
2016. 

Robert McShane, father of Patricia 
McShane Parise ’73, Margaret “Peg” 
McShane Walsh ’80 and Maureen 
McShane Cariola ’84, passed away 
January 11, 2016. 

Former faculty member, Sr. Mary Ann 
(Lucinda) Humbel, passed away on 
January 16, 2016.  She taught Latin at 
Mother McAuley for over 20 years.

Gibson Fagan Jr., husband of Mary 
Keene Fagan ‘75 passed away January 
20, 2016. 

Richard J. Zoller, ret. CPD, U.S. Army, 
father of Julie Zoller Sloyan ’88, passed 
away January 22, 2016. 

Michael Sales, father Angelene Sales 
‘16, passed away January 23, 2016. 

Daniel Neylon, brother of Maureen 
Neylon Meadon ’66, Susan Neylon 
’70, Therese Neylon Perschke ’72, 
Eileen Neylon Rubey ’78 and Nancy 
Neylon Scannell ’80, passed away 
January 24, 2016. 

Maureen McGuire Blankshain ‘67
passed away January 26, 2016. She is 
the sister of Mary McGuire McManus 
‘60, aunt of Erin McManus Vasilopoulos 
‘86, Kelly McManus Smit ‘88, Sharon 
McManus Jaspers ‘89 and Megan 
McManus Stauder ‘93, and sister in law 
of Lee Blankshain Bormet ‘62.

James Sherman, father of Christina 
Sherman Johanet ’83 passed away 
January 30, 2016.  

Father Richard M. Dempsey, pastor 
emeritus of Most Holy Redeemer Parish, 
passed away February 4, 2016.  He is a 
brother of Deanne Dempsey O’Toole 
’58 and Kathleen Dempsey Moyer ’63.  

Gail Cherry Svilar ’87, sister of the late 
Barbara Cherry Marzano ’83 and aunt 
of Danielle Marzano ’11 passed away 
on February 10, 2016.  

John Russell, father of student Sara 
Russell ’18 and husband of Kathleen 
Mongan Russell ’83 passed away on 
February 15, 2016.

Raymond Hodorowicz passed away 
on February 12, 2016.  He is the father 
of Mary Hodorowicz Hynes ‘82 and 
Eileen Hodorowicz Dowdall ‘89, father-
in-law of  Sheri DeLisa Hodorowicz 
‘76, Mary Suma Hodorowicz ‘81 and 
grandfather of Grace Hynes ’19. 

Nancy Fortune Stanley ’60 passed 
away February 20, 2016. She is the sister 
of Peggy Fortune Winters ’64 and the 
mother of Beth Anne Stanley Johnson 
’92. 

Mary Anne Taylor, mother of 
Maureen Taylor Fitzgibbons ’68 and 
grandmother of Katie Fitzgibbons 
’97, Julie Fitzgibbons Leichtman ’95, 
Erin Knightly ’07, Mary Kate Knightly 
’10, Michelle Provenzano ’09 and 
Lauren Provenzano ’12 passed away in 
February 2016.  

Francis “Fran” Gallagher passed away 
February 1, 2016. He is the father of 
Collen Gallagher Billing ’86, Bridget 
Gallagher McGrath ’92, Katie 
Gallagher Hamel ‘95.

The Honorable Morgan F. Murphy, Jr. 
passed away in March 2016.  He is the 
brother-in-law of alumna and former 
faculty member, Virginia Duggan 
Murphy ’60, brother of the late Carol 
Ann Murphy, RSM, and the uncle of 
Mary Stump ’72.

Brendan Burke, brother of Katie Burke 
Fugaj ‘05, passed away March 5, 2016.
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Putt & Party Golf Outing
Friday, July 17, 2015
Stony Creek Golf Course

The Alumnae Association’s Putt & Party Golf Outing once 
again generated 10 Tradition of Excellence scholarships 
for incoming freshmen! This would not be possible without 
everyone’s generous support. Please save the date for this 
year’s outing on Friday, September 16 at Ridge Country Club! 
The more money we raise, the more students we can help, so 
gather up your friends and spend the afternoon and evening 
having a great time! For more information, including
sponsorship opportunities, contact alumnae coordinator 
Hannah Kohut at hkohut@mothermcauley.org or 
773-881-6565.

Mighty Macs at McGinnis Pub
Saturday, August 1, 2015
McGinnis Pub, Michigan City, IN

McAuley alumna Terri Duggan McGinnis ’67 and her 
husband, Kevin, hosted a McAuley gathering at their Irish 
pub in Michigan City, Indiana, and the weather was abso-
lutely perfect! Alumnae who spend their summers near the 
Lake Michigan shoreline enjoyed hand-crafted cocktails while 
catching up with friends, and making some new ones. 
Thanks to Terri and Kevin for a wonderful event!

Mighty Macs in Colorado
Sunday, August 9, 2015
Denver

More than 40 alumnae who now call Colorado home met up 
for McAuley’s first-ever gathering in the mile-high city! Vice 
President of Institutional Development, Carey Temple 
Harrington ’86, was on-hand to welcome everyone and share 
the exciting updates happening at McAuley. Thank you to 
alumna and former faculty member Sue Hullinger Farrell 
’65, and Laura Frigo ’05 for coordinating this event!

Alumnae Events
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Caroline Griffin Golf Outing
Thursday, September 24, 2015
Ridge Country Club

Former McAuley golfer Caroline Griffin ‘12, who passed 
away unexpectedly in January 2015, was remembered during a 
special invitational golf tournament between McAuley, 
Marist and St. Ignatius. Caroline, an avid golfer who went on 
to play at St. Ambrose University, never let her challenges 
of a heart transplant get in the way of enjoying life. The love 
for Caroline that day was felt by all, and while she is dearly 
missed, her spirit is very much alive and well. Her mother, 
Georgina Byrnes Griffin ‘76, spoke about the importance 
of organ donor registration, and encouraged everyone to sign 
up for the life-saving opportunity. 

The invitational will become a yearly tradition, bringing 
current students and alumnae together to celebrate 
Caroline’s life.

Mighty Macs in New York City
Wednesday, October 14, 2015
New York City

McAuley President Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75 and 
VP of Institutional Development Carey Temple Harrington 
‘86 made a stop in NYC while en route to a conference to 
visit our alumnae in the Big Apple! It was a casual event held 
at Madison & Vine in Midtown, and a flashback to McAuley 
days for these alumnae. Thanks to Megan Walsh ‘08 for 
helping plan this event!

College Hang-Out Party
Thursday, January 7, 2016
McAuley Dining Hall

Our newest alumnae returned to McAuley during their 
college winter break to catch up with friends, reconnect with 
their beloved McAuley teachers and share their incredible 
updates with us. We are so proud of these young ladies, who 
are studying pre-medicine, pharmacy, engineering, pre-law, 
forensic psychology and many other exciting disciplines!
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We welcomed more than 70 alumnae back for our annual 
Career Day on Friday, March 4. This year’s event was the 
school’s largest and most diverse Career Day, with alumnae 
representing 11 career disciplines.

The event began with a panel discussion among four alumnae in 
the McAuley Auditorium. Kathryn Kelly ’86, assistant United States 
attorney in the Northern Illinois District, was the moderator for the 
panel, with Jennifer Morales Keller ’92, director of user experience 
research at Answer Lab, Annie Grochocinski ’06, liver transplant 
dietitian at the University of Chicago Medicine, and Michelle Ayala 
Ruhnke ’00, information security risk analyst at the University of 
Chicago Medicine rounding it out.

Sophomore and junior students had the opportunity to submit 
questions prior to the event, which were picked at random and 
read during the discussion. They were encouraged to solicit 
career advice, whether from one or all of the panelists, or ask 
for general professional advice. The panelists shared everything 
from how to prepare for a future career while in college, to how 
their McAuley education helped them both personally and 
professionally. The questions were selected at random and read to 
the panelists by two junior students, Alex Devlin and Amanda Janis.

Following the panel, the Career Fair was held in the student lounge 
and small gym. Students could visit with the alumnae during their 
lunch periods, while some teachers brought their classes to make 
the rounds and ask questions of the guests.

Thank you to all alumnae who came and shared their insight and 
expertise with our students. To see more photos from the day, visit 
our website.

Career Day
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A Papal Encounter
When Nadine Martello Shepard ‘73 and her McAuley friends/classmates planned 
a week-long trip to Europe, they knew it would be an unforgettable experience. But 
they never expected this.

A little backstory, first: the ladies’ friendship goes back to their freshmen year at 
McAuley. Every year, they formed a softball team for the intramural spring league. 
The team name for their senior year was “The Swinging Beauties,” a name Shepard 
said still follows them. This year, the “Swinging Beauties” decided to take a Euro-
pean cruise together.

However, the week of their vacation happened to be the same week Pope Francis 
would be visiting America. Wanting to be in St. Peter’s Square on a Sunday when 
the Pope was present, they extended their trip by four days. That’s when Donna 
Lichtenstein ‘73 decided to go to the Vatican’s website and request tickets to a 
general audience with the Pope.

“She filled out the form, listed Mother McAuley as our group, and submitted it” 
Shepard said.

A few weeks later, Lichtenstein received a letter. She was instructed to bring the let-
ter to the Vatican before October 4 to receive tickets for their group.

“Once we were in Rome, we were then instructed to bring the letter to the brass 
doors near the Swiss Guard,” Shepard explained. “Only Donna was allowed in.”

Lichtenstein was directed to a specific office within the Vatican, where she was given 
seven tickets to the 10 a.m. High Mass on Sunday, celebrated by the Pontiff himself.

“This was a High Mass with processions of Cardinals and Bishops, along with other 
clergy from around the world,” Shepard said. “Even our own Archbishop Blase  
Cupich was in attendance!”

“Being in attendance for the glorious Sunday Mass within St. Peter’s Basilica was 
awe-inspiring,” Shepard continued.

You have a strong sense that you are in a very holy place. The music and cantering 
was angelic. Surrounded by the mag-
nificent Christian art and sculpture 
within the interior of the Basilica 
and the beauty of the Mass, you feel 
privileged and appreciative of your 
rich Catholic traditions and faith.”

While the cruise itself was an 
extraordinary experience for these 
lifelong friends, the Mass with Pope 
Francis was by far the pinnacle of 
their trip.

a l u m n a e  n e w s  &  e v e n t s

From left to right: Terry Hennigan, Janice Larson Anderson, Karen Kozlowski Stewart, 
Nadine Martello Shepard, Colleen Halloran Gray and Donna Lichenstein.
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Alumnae Association Meetings 
Open to all alumnae!

Thursday, April 7, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 3, 6:30 p.m.

Mother McAuley Board Room. 
Enter through door #11 near the theatre.

Class of 1960 – 50th Reunion
Friday, April 22  Invitations are on their way!

Alumnae and Family Mass
Sunday, April 10 at 10:00 a.m. - Auditorium

All current and past McAuley families are welcome to 
attend this special Mass, followed by a brunch in the 
Dining Hall.

Putt & Party Golf Outing 
Student Scholarship Fundraiser
Friday, September 16 - Ridge Country Club

Proceeds benefit the Tradition of Excellence scholarship 
fund.  In 2015, 10 scholarships were awarded to 
daughters of McAuley alumnae thanks to proceeds 
from the Golf Outing. 

Banner Year Reunion
Saturday, November 5 - Mother McAuley

Open to all with special celebrations for classes 
ending in a ‘1 or ‘6.  More details to follow!

Save the Date 
for these upcoming Alumnae events

When reading the amazing 
stories of our “30 under 30” 
alumnae... I got goosebumps.  
I was excited, proud, inspired 
and buoyed by these 
amazing young women and 
their accomplishments.  

I appreciate their successes in their individual careers 
and their successes as women of mercy….Mighty 
Macs.  In just a short time away from the hallways of 
Mother McAuley, all of these women have left their 
mark on their community and the world at-large.  You 
often read or hear of us refer to a McAuley education 
as a lifetime advantage but these young women are 
a testament to this claim.

I was grateful of their acknowledgment of the many 
devoted and committed teachers that impacted 
their life while students at McAuley.  Our teachers are 
selfless, devoted and desire for all of our women to 
go beyond their perceived potential and find their 
calling in life.

At the same time we were researching and writing 
this feature, we were welcoming and registering the 
Class of 2020.  How inspiring to share with them and 
their families, these young women of influence and 
hopefully validate their decision to choose McAuley 
as their home for the next four years.  I am confident 
that we will be reading about their achievements in 
the near future, too.

As always, I ask that you continue to support our fine 
school, ensuring that more generations of Mighty 
Macs leave their mark and bring mercy and McAuley 
everywhere they go.

Gratefully,

Carey Temple Harrington ‘86
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Carey’s Corner

a l u m n a e  n e w s  &  e v e n t s
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Mother McAuley held its Celebration Gala on Saturday,  
February 6 at Beverly Country Club. This annual fundraiser 
benefits tuition assistance for McAuley students, and  
celebrates individuals who exemplify the charism and values 
of foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, Catherine McAuley.   
This year the school recognized Kelly O’Connor 
Heneghan, Esq., ‘95 with the Catherine McAuley Leader-
ship Award, and inducted two distinguished members of the 
McAuley community as Life Trustees: Sister Susan Sanders, 
’69, RSM, Ph.D., and Carole Intrieri Wilson ’68.  
Congratulations to these amazing and accomplished women!

The Catherine McAuley Leadership Award

Kelly O’Connor Heneghan, Esq. ’95, is the president of 
O.C.A. Construction, Inc. – a Women’s Business Enterprise 
certified company-serving as general contractor for com-
mercial and public clients.  Kelly took an interest in raising 
awareness of spinal cord injury following an accident that 
left her brother, Jon, a quadriplegic in 2001.  Together, she 
and Jon rallied to support efforts for a cure. They co-chaired 
the Reeve Chicago committee to raise over $1 million in 
five years and instituted the first “Christopher Reeve Day” in 
Chicago.  Sadly, Jon passed away in 2013.  Kelly remains an 
advocate for improving the quality of life for people living 
with paralysis.  She is an executive Board Member of the 
Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation and a co-chair of the 
Foundation’s Chicago Chapter.  She is the founder of and 
serves as a Director at NextSteps Chicago, the first non-profit 
exercise facility devoted to the rehabilitation and overall  
wellness of Chicago-area spinal cord injury victims.  

Life Trustees

Carole Intrieri Wilson ‘68 
The creative spark that kindles within Carole Intrieri Wilson 
‘68 first was ignited during her time as a McAuley student.  
Although her first career as a marketing executive in the 
banking industry spanned 18 years, Carole left the corporate 
world to realize her lifelong dream of owning and operating a 
gift shop – an opportunity that allowed her to pursue her true 
love for art.  Today, Carole is an award-winning watercolor 
artist. She channels her talent and passion into her work as  
an integrative therapy artist and certified guided imagery  
practitioner at Little Company’s Cancer Center, where she  
assists patients and survivors on their cancer journey.  She  

also serves as an officer and director of the LaGrange Art 
League.  Grateful for her Mother McAuley education and 
wanting to pay it forward, she served on the Board of Trustees 
for eight years.  

Sister Susan Sanders ‘69, RSM, Ph.D.
Since her graduation from Mother McAuley Liberal Arts 
High School in 1969, Sister Sue Sanders has remained a 
presence on the Mother McAuley campus – first as a teacher, 
and later as the chair of the Board of Trustees.  In 2002, she 
was honored with the Distinguished Alumna Award.  Prior 
to her current role in elected leadership for the Sisters of 
Mercy West Midwest Community, Sister Sue was an associate 
professor of public services at DePaul University.  She later 
transitioned to administration at St. Xavier University where 
she founded the Center for Religion and Public Discourse, for 
which she received Cook County’s Unsung Heroine Award.  
An accomplished author, Sister Sue collaborated with seven 
all-girl Catholic high schools in the Chicago area to design  
a teen dating violence intervention curriculum and later  
published “Teen Dating Violence: The Invisible Peril.”  

Celebration 2016

a d v a n c e m e n t  n e w s

Advancement News

Celebration 2016
A benefit to provide tuition assistance to Mother McAuley students.

Carole Intrieri Wilson ‘68, Kelly O’Connor Heneghan, Esq. ‘95,  
Mary Klingenberger ‘75 and Sister Susan Sanders ‘69, RSM, Ph.D.

S a v e  t h e  D a t e

Saturday, February 4th
Celebration 2017
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With more than 1,200 people in attendance and 
well over $100,000 raised, it’s hard to believe 
that this year’s Bridget Anne Cullen Scholarship 
Fundraiser was planned in less than two months.

Held on New Year’s Day, the fundraiser drew an unprecedented 
crowd at 115 Bourbon Street; a crowd that Bridget’s mother 
would have never dreamed.

“We weren’t even sure if we would do it this year,” Anne Cullen 
remembered. “But all of Bridget’s college friends were at our first 
planning meeting on November 5, and it was my other daughter, 
Kaitlyn (’07) who said yes, we were doing this.

“The overwhelming support from this community leaves us 
speechless,” Anne continued. “To have over 1,200 friends and 
family come from near and far to enjoy an afternoon and evening 
of good food, terrific music, and great fun was extremely moving. 
To see everyone celebrating Bridget’s life by perpetuating this 
scholarship in her name is simply awe-inspiring.”

January 1, 2016 marked the third anniversary of Bridget’s passing. 
The Cullen family created the scholarship fund to benefit local 
families who are seeking to provide their 
daughters with a Catholic education at 
Mother McAuley.  To date, eight current 
Mother McAuley students are recipients 
of grants from the scholarship fund, with 
additional scholarship grants expected 
in 2016. Considering Bridget’s love for 
Mother McAuley, this scholarship fund 
has been the perfect way to remember her. 

“She didn’t even start at McAuley,” Anne 
said. “She was a transfer her junior year, 
but was welcomed with such open arms 
from everyone. She loved it at McAuley.”

Bridget Cullen Scholarship Fundraiser

The Cullen family said they were honored to have very talented 
musicians entertaining the crowd, including the Chicago Police 
& Fire Pipes and Drums, with over twenty members playing 
tunes that celebrated those of Irish heritage. Paddy Homan and 
Jimmy Moore gave a stirring performance of Irish music with 
ballads and songs many knew by heart.  

ROCKSTAR INXS contestant, Marty Casey of the 
Lovehammers played an acoustic guitar set, accompanied by 
his wife, Daniella Casey, who performed an interpretive dance. 
Closing out the fundraiser was local favorite, Coyote Riot, who 
“rocked the crowd through the end of the event,” according to 
Kaitlyn Cullen, Bridget’s sister.

“But most of all, we would like to thank all of those who 
attended the fundraiser,” said Anne Cullen. “It would not have 
been a success without you. We feel truly blessed by all the 
community support and we are forever grateful.”

Mike Cullen, and Anne Cullen (right) with Abigail Joiner ‘19, Erica 
Hollander ‘19 and Emma Hennessy ‘19, recipients of the Bridget Anne 
Cullen Scholarship.
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School News
ATHLETICS

Cross Country
Varsity placed 3rd overall in Regionals, where Ashley  
Canner ‘16 was the regional champion and Ashley Bryja 
‘17 placed second. At sectionals the following week, the team 
placed 8th overall. Both girls also individually qualified for 
state, where they beat their personal records, but didn’t place. 

Swimming/Diving
The swimming and diving 
team competed in sectionals 
on November 14.  Eva Kelly 
‘19 won the Lyons sectional 
in diving, and qualified for the 
state meet. While she didn’t 
place at state, we were excited 
for McAuley to be represented 
at the competition. The team 
as a whole came in 4th place at 
sectionals.

College Committments

Six members of the Class of 2016 have committed to play their respective sports in  
college. Claire Mueller ’16 will play water polo at St. Francis in Brooklyn, New York; 
Amy Balich ’16 has committed to play softball at the Ohio State University; Jane  
DeJarld ’16 has committed to play volleyball at Boston College; Kaitlyn Johnson ’16
will play volleyball at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis; Kayla Caffey 
‘16 will play volleyball at the University of Missouri; Emily Mayer ‘16 has committed  
to play volleyball at St. Xavier University.

Golf
The golf team had a success-
ful season. Casey Hogan 
‘16 was named Buffalo Wild 
Wings “Athlete of the Month” 
in September for shooting a 
career low 9-hole score of 40 
on the 14th, and a career low 
18-hole round of 93 on the 
12th. 

Tennis
The tennis team had a state run with doubles team 
Grace Turcich ‘16 and Bridget Halleran ‘18. 
They lost their first match, but won their consola-
tion match. Because of their state run, the doubles 
team was up for Buffalo Wild Wing’s “Athlete of 
the Month” contest in October. Thanks to our  
voters, the girls won!

Volleyball
The volleyball team won 
regionals, and went on to beat 
Marist in the sectional semi-
final, only to fall to defending 
state champions Benet Acad-
emy in the sectional final, end-
ing their playoff run. They had 
a great season, and have a lot 
of potential for the future with 
varsity player Charley Niego 
‘18, who has already verbally 
committed to continuing her 
volleyball career at the  
University of Notre Dame.

Ashley Canner (left) and  
Ashley Bryja

Bridget Halleran and Grace Turcich

Seated from left to right: Claire Mueller, Amy Balich, Jane DeJarld and Kaitlyn Johnson.
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Fall Musical: Beauty & The Beast
In November 2015, the theatre and music programs produced the 
musical, “Beauty and the Beast.” The cast, crew and orchestra 
brought the popular show to life in four sold-out evening  
performances and two elementary school matinees. Nearly 200 
McAuley students were involved in the production, whether on  
the stage, behind the scenes, or in the tech box.  

New York Times  
Political Cartoon  
Winners
With encouragement from art 
teachers Mrs. Magen Newman 
and Mrs. Deanna Pierce, students 
entered political cartoons drawn for 
a class project into the New York 
Times Editorial Cartoon Contest. 
From the nearly 500 entries re-
ceived, a panel of judges selected 
the cartoon drawn by Frances Figel 
‘16 as one of five winners; Tara 
Carroll ‘16, Claire Casey ‘16, 
Jane DeJarld ‘16, Jazmyn  
Hernandez ‘18, Yessica Pineda 
‘18, Helen Signorelli ‘18 and 
Taryn Wesclitz ‘18 were among 
the 26 cartoons chosen as honorable 
mentions.

Make a Difference Play
Eureka College held their third annual Illinois 
High School 10-Minute Play Festival the weekend 
of November 20-21, 2015. High school students 
throughout Illinois were eligible to submit a 
new, unproduced script. Juniors Tyler Bentley
and Marie Lynch, along with their friend Mae 
Schuberth, submitted their play, “Make a Differ-
ence,” which was one of only six plays selected for 
production. Their 10-minute play was directed by 
a Eureka student, and ran in the Pritchard Theatre 
on campus.

The festival is presented by Eureka College and 
the Peoria Live Theatre League.

by Frances Figel ‘16

Tyler Bentley ‘17 Marie Lynch ‘17
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Celebrating Sr. Lois Bromark
Vice Principal Sister Lois Bromark, SSJ/TOSF, celebrated her 50th 
jubilee in August 2015, recognizing 50 years since she entered, or pro-
fessed her vows in, her religious community. On November 12, 2015, 
McAuley faculty and staff, along with friends, family members and past 
colleagues of Sr. Lois, gathered together for a surprise celebration of 
this momentous occasion. We are immensely grateful for all Sr. Lois 
has done for our students and the school community since she joined 
us as vice principal in 2003.

Burger Battle
The Mother McAuley Student Council faced off against the Saint Rita Stu-
dent Council in an epic burger battle at the Meatheads in Oak Lawn during 
the first two weeks of November 2015. Custom-made burgers representing 
each school were included on the menu at the local restaurant, with 10% 
of sales going to the respective institution. A friendly competition, which 
kicked off with a burger-eating contest, made the fundraiser more exciting as 
the schools tried to sell their burgers for the chance to stay on the menu for 
an additional two weeks, which meant double the donations to the winning 
school. The competition came to end on November 13 with the McAuley 
burger, dubbed the Mighty MACavado, in the lead with 662 sales, and the 
Mustangus with 485. Student Council donated half of the proceeds to St. 
Vincent DePaul, and used the other half for school-wide activities, such as 
spirit week and the second annual “McAuley’s Got Talent” competition.  

WGN Morning News Appearance
The Mother McAuley Mac Melody Choir was invited to participate in WGN Morning News’ Around Town segment on 
Wednesday, October 7 in preparation of the Cubs wild card game. They headed out to Harry Caray’s Italian Steakhouse in  
downtown Chicago to perform, singing the classic “Go Cubs Go,” as well as two songs with adapted lyrics to cheer on the Cubs! 
The Mac Melody Choir is in its second year at McAuley. The group is comprised of sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Chick Evans Scholars
Seniors Jaclyn and Jessica Prucha ‘16
received the prestigious Chick Evans  
Scholars distinction in late November 2015. 
The twins have caddied at Beverly Country 
Club since the summer after their freshman 
year at McAuley. Jaclyn (right) will attend the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she 
plans to study nursing. Jessica (left) will study 
journalism at Indiana University (IU) in hopes 
of becoming a reporter. Both Jaclyn and Jessica 
also are Daniel Murphy Scholars.

Jessica Prucha ‘16 Jaclyn Prucha ‘16
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Posse Scholar
Tianna Newkirk ’16 has been named a Posse Scholar, and will continue her education at Agnes  
Scott College next year in Georgia with a four-year, full-tuition scholarship.  Tianna plans to major in 
psychology and minor in pre-law, with the hope of attending law school and getting a master’s degree  
in criminal psychology. 

The Posse Foundation awards scholarships to students who show academic and leadership potential. 
The application process begins with a nomination by someone at the student’s high school or a  
community-based organization in which they are involved.  Once accepted, scholars are placed at a Posse 
partner college or university in a supportive, multicultural team – or “posse” – of nine fellow scholars. 

Tianna was nominated for this scholarship through her counselor at LINK Unlimited, a program which provides academic support, 
scholarship and one-on-one mentoring to economically disadvantaged African American youth throughout their high school 
years. As a member of the Student Leadership Council and Worship Service Committee, she is actively involved in the LINK  
community. Tianna extends her talents to the McAuley community, as well, where she runs track; is a peer minister; serves as a 
member of the liturgical dance team, the National Spanish Honor Society, and the Chick-Fil-A Leadership Academy; and sits 
on the upperclasswomen advisory board. In her free time, she serves as a choir section leader and chairperson for youth worship 
services at the Greater Open Door Missionary Baptist Church. 

Illinois State Scholars
We are proud to announce that 40 
seniors have been named Illinois  
State Scholars and have received 
congratulatory letters from the  
Illinois Student Assistance  
Commission (ISAC). The ISAC 
recognizes students through the 
State Scholars competition for their 
outstanding academic achievement. 
The award is based on the student’s 
unweighted cumulative grade point 
average and ACT Score. 

Ariale Alzona 
Macy Andlinger 
Amy Balich 
Molly Clifford 
Mya Cox 
Jane DeJarld 
Katherine Fennessey 
Gabriella Galvan 
Amy Geraghty 
Margaret Hackett 
Deja Harden 
Andrea Horn 
Salena Ibrahim 

Caitlin Jandacek 
Mary Jennings 
Kaitlyn Johnson 
Sandra Khouri 
Kristyna Kresic 
Sarah Law 
Christine Leahy 
Colleen Liston 
Yinshuo Liu 
Alyson Lopez 
Erin Ludwig 
Gabrielle Marback-Pehler 
Isabella Mueller  
Nora Murphy 

Maeve O’Rourke 
Kiera Plioplys 
Jaclyn Prucha 
Rebecca Rimkus 
Ishbel Rodriguez 
Meghan Rokas 
Anna Strahlman 
Rachel Todd 
Lauren Turnbull 
Margo Vandeveld 
Francesca Velcich 
Miranda Velez 
Scarlet Wickert

Congratulations to these students, who were named 2016-2017 Illinois State Scholars: 
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YOUR GIFT... 

• supports the Mercy mission 
of Catherine McAuley to 
develop students that think 
critically and engage in the 
world with a compassionate 
heart.

• is an opportunity to share 
your McAuley experience 
with the next generation.

• delivers essential 
unrestricted support for 
our students, faculty and 
facilities.

• is a tax deductible 
contribution.

• provides a lifetime 
advantage of a Mother 
McAuley education to 
all students.

• is a thank you to the 
dedicated faculty who 
prepared you for 
the future.

• funds the silent 
scholarships that help 
keep tuition affordable 
when tuition runs out.

• makes tomorrow possible 
for every student.

ONLINE GIVING via credit card at mothermcauley.org. It’s safe and secure.

CHECKS Please make payable to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School.

PLEDGES Gift payments spread over a period of time can be scheduled via online payment.

GIFTS OF SECURITIES OR ASSETS Under the Internal Revenue Code, gifts of long term 
appreciated property can be highly advantageous because allowable deduction is based on 
the securities’ market value at the time the gift is made, not your cost. No tax is imposed on 
capital gain.

IN-KIND DONATIONS Such gifts can include equipment, fine arts, books and other 
collections and supplies that benefit faculty, staff, and students.

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS A gift to McAuley in honor, or in memory of an individual 
can include a scholarship or dedication of a building or specific room. Your name could 
underwrite a pivotal strategic initiative that will help us continue to prosper.

LIFE INSURANCE A gift of whole life insurance can be made by naming the school as 
the irrevocable owner and beneficiary of the policy. These types of gifts require charitable 
contributions from the donor to Mother McAuley in the amount of any premiums which may 
become due.

RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS Individual Retirement Accounts or company plans may be left to 
Mother McAuley by naming us as beneficiary. 

TRUSTS, WILLS, AND BEQUESTS You can include Mother McAuley in your will or trust, 
including living trusts and charitable remainder trusts.

MATCHING GIFTS Alumnae and friends can double their gift to Mother McAuley if their 
employer is a matching gift company.

VOLUNTEER The gift of time spent in service to McAuley is a rewarding way to become 
involved with the school. We welcome volunteers for many of our committees, programs and 
events. Your involvement is a wonderful way to actively support our mission.

PRAYERS Commit yourself to prayers for McAuley, one of the most meaningful ways to 
demonstrate your support and love for McAuley and its mission. As Catherine herself wrote, 
“Prayer will do more (to solve our difficulties)... than all the money in the Bank of Ireland. 
Let us pray well and never grow weary.”

Please visit our website, mothermcauley.org/giving to learn more, or contact the 
Institutional Advancement Office at 773-881-6557.

Ways to Give Your gift is important.
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