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It was 60 years this fall that the doors to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts 
High School opened. This milestone was the result of the vision of the  
Sisters of Mercy who foresaw how the educational landscape for young 
women would continue to evolve from our early days as the first girls’ 
Catholic school -- Saint Xavier Academy – located on Prairie Ave. 

Although uncertain of the ways of the world, the Sisters of Mercy arrived in Chicago 
in 1846. Pioneers and leaders in the face of great adversity, they were determined in the 
work they set out to accomplish, and quickly established Mercy Hospital and Saint Xavier 
Academy and College. They saw women as the heart and strength of the community and 
believed that education was first and foremost in preparing them to make a difference in 
the world.   

Our gratitude goes out to the founders, the principals, and the teachers and staff who have 
built and served the school throughout these 60 years. We too are thankful to our commu-
nity, past and present - students, parents, and supporters - who have contributed greatly to 
sustaining the school to a productive age.  

Our foundress, Catherine McAuley, saw mercy as a gift to be passed on and shared with 
others; everything that she did was motivated by a steadfast love. The legacy of that 
love continues to thrive here at McAuley, at Mercy schools and sites around the world, 
and through the work of our alumnae. In this issue, you will read about the far reaching 
efforts of many alumnae and where they are making a difference, including those who 
have brought Catherine’s work full circle to her homeland of Ireland.  I believe Catherine 
would be pleased by what she set in motion, and how we have honored it.  

Now we are charged to keep Catherine’s fire and the Mercy charism kindling for our  
society and the world.  The service of those who have come before us and the thousands 
who support us is evidence of the fact that our foundation is stronger than ever, and our 
path to the future is paved with a caring, generous and mercy-guided community. It’s our 
turn to be bold and speak up, to carry the McAuley message to our communities, and 
welcome the next generation of McAuley women. 

Sixty years. Truly, it is something to celebrate. This is an exciting time to be a part of 
McAuley as we plan and discover what is in store for our next 60 years. I hope you’ll join 
us as we continue the journey. Stay tuned! 

In Mercy, 

 

Mary Acker Klingenbeger ‘75
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Deirdre Whalen ’70

Deirdre Whalen is a retired speech-language pathologist (SLP). She first learned that Ireland  
had a shortage of SLPs during a vacation to the Emerald Isle in 1981.  While she had 
no friends and only distant relatives in the country, she took a leap of faith in 1982 
when she moved to Dublin to work.   

“I spent the first few weeks moving between bed and breakfasts while I searched for  
an apartment,” she shared.  “I kept hearing that I needed a job to get a work permit,  
but then that I needed a work permit to get a job,” she shared.  “You can imagine the 
challenges.”    

Deirdre eventually was hired by the Eastern Health Board of Ireland and worked in clinics 
in inner city Dublin and also in a seaside town called Skerries in North County Dublin.  
“The country didn’t offer speech therapy through the school system, so families were  
directed to clinics for assistance,” she says.   Deirdre shared that the best part of the job 
was working alongside great colleagues and wonderful families. 

While one might think speech and language problems might be different in Ireland, 
Deirdre says not so much. “SLPs use the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA,)”  
she says.  “The IPA is a standardized representation of the sounds of spoken language. 
What was really interesting were the vocabulary differences, and learning to use  
different words to name and describe things.”   

Beyond the opportunities to travel around Europe to places like London, Paris,  
and Amsterdam, Deirdre also took Irish language courses and a course on Irish  
calligraphy.  “It really was an adventure of a lifetime.”     

Deirdre says her time at McAuley certainly was a springboard for her journey to Ireland.   
“Looking back I’m somewhat amazed at the self-assurance I had to move to a country where  
I knew no one. I know that confidence in myself was engrained while I was a McAuley student.” 

Returning to Catherine’s Roots
In this, Mother McAuley’s 60th anniversary year, we celebrate the endeavors 
of Catherine McAuley and her successors, including the first Sisters of Mercy 
who brought her mission of love and mercy to America. Their work and  
inspiration comes full circle in stories of these alumnae who have found  
inspiration living and working in Catherine McAuley’s homeland of Ireland.  
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Rosemary “Rosie” O’Grady Webb ‘83 

It was a James Eidlitz Fellowship, through Cornell University, 
for a study on Irish Tower Houses and Landscape that first 
brought Rosie O’Grady Webb to Ireland. Between just having 
fun and her opportunity to work with small design offices on 
interesting projects, Rosie fell in love with the Emerald Isle.  

Today, Rosie is senior architect with the Limerick City and 
County Council. “I just recently started a new job in which  
I work in urban growth management in the Economic  
Development section of Limerick City and County Council,” 
she shared. “Limerick is the third biggest city in Ireland and has 
a beautiful Historic Medieval and Georgian City Centre. I work 
to ensure that the quality of the built environment and the 
development in the city, surrounding areas and county towns 
adds to the social and economic vitality of these areas,” she 
continues.  

Beyond the office, Rosie is responsible for several architecture-
focused initiatives.  “I founded the ‘Adaptive Governance Lab’ 
in the School of Architecture in the University of Limerick, 
which is a citizen innovation lab involved in co-designing  
public spaces and improving liveability in places using an  
approach that links bottom up activity with top down  
aspirations,” she says.  “I am also a member of a European  
Networking Group called ‘People Friendly Cities in a Data  
Rich World’ which looks at the concept of Smart Cities from  
a people-centered perspective.” 

Rosie says her time at McAuley was instrumental in helping 
her channel her interests.  “Ann Sacheli – my favorite teacher 
– taught a course called American Studies, which was a joint 
English and social studies course in which we would read books 
and learn about the social history behind them at the same 
time. She introduced me to critical thinking, and also exposed 
me to a wider range of colleges than any of the ones I, or my 
classmates were considering,” she continues.  “I’m sure that, 
without her influence, I wouldn’t have even thought of applying 
to Cornell University.”  

In 2007 Rosie earned 
a master’s of archi-
tecture degree with 
a concentration in 
urban design from 
the University of 
Limerick.  She then 
took a career break 
from 2008-2010 and 
returned to Chicago 
with her husband 
and two children. 
She opted for a stint 
teaching an urban design course at IIT and co-taught the  
Masters Architectural Design Studio. 

Rosie’s talent for math and drawing is what initially attracted 
her to architecture. “McAuley was a great academic grounding 
for university and certainly helped me to get into a good  
college with a strong architectural program,” she says. “I was 
able to take a number of courses at Saint Xavier while I was at 
McAuley, which was a great introduction to college.” 

Like many alumnae, Rosie relishes experiences, and the  
friendships that took form during high school.  “Education was 
always taken seriously at McAuley. I had a very close circle of 
friends with similar interests and we pushed each other both 
academically and socially.”  

“The values that I learned at McAuley – to work hard, give back 
to the community, and to form lasting relationships have stayed 
with me.”  She remains close to one particular friend from her 
McAuley days; they take holidays together with their families.   

As for keeping in touch with family and friends across The 
Pond, Rosie is grateful for technology. “I speak to my father 
every day using FaceTime,” says Rosie. “He’s pretty tech-savvy 
for an 87 year-old.” 
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Noelle Collura ’94

Noelle Collura and Kellyn Doyle Coakley ’94 became 
best friends at McAuley.  A few years after graduation they 
spent three weeks touring the home of their Irish ancestors, 
then made a pact. “We promised that we would go back,” says 
Noelle.  So, in 2006 Noelle set foot back on Irish soil and has 
been there ever since.   

Noelle earned a B.S. degree in food science and human  
nutrition/dietetics from the University of Illinois. Upon  
arriving in Ireland, she began work at St. James Hospital in 
Dublin where she assisted patients with HIV and diabetes.   
“Dietitians in the U.S. have reciprocity with Ireland, which 
made the professional transition relatively easy,” says Noelle.   

An opportunity came calling just a few years later for Noelle 
to go to work for a start-up company that makes medical grade 
nutritional supplements. “Ireland practices socialized medicine, 
so outside critical medical care, nursing homes don’t provide 
much else to support patients by way of dietary and other  
assistance, so this new venture presented a key growth  
opportunity for the industry and for me professionally.” 

The work also allowed Noelle to expand her skill set. “I  
supervise and support dietitians within the company as well  
as work with the sales and marketing teams and help train  
the teams in the U.K.”  she says.

 
 

 
Her ties to the Irish homeland run deep for Noelle, as does  
her impetus to do-good in the spirit of Catherine McAuley.   
“I participated in an annual Christmas grab bag with 35 
dietitians. One year parts of the country endured some horrible 
floods, so I suggested that we forgo it and put our gift allowance 
toward a donation to the Red Cross to assist flood victims.”     

Noelle also has helped raise funds to support a children’s phone 
help line and a women’s shelter, raising 500 euros collectively.  

“Working abroad has fulfilled a personal dream of mine,” says 
Noelle. “Beyond traveling within Europe for work, I’ve seen the 
great pyramids in Egypt, walked along the Great Wall of China, 
and visited Northern Africa.”  She says she doesn’t believe that 
she’d have those chances had she not pursued her passion for 
living in Ireland. “McAuley taught me to be independent and 
to think outside the box. We were encouraged to choose our 
own path and own dreams, and trust that our only failure would 
be in not trying.” 

“I always excelled in math and science,  
and much of my interest in the subjects is  
because of Sr. Iwasnki who was my senior  
calculus teacher.  Much of dietetic work is  
calculations based on chemistry.”    

N o e l l e  C o l l u r a  ‘ 9 4

Noelle at Mercy International  
on Baggot Street in Dublin.
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Coleen Griffin ‘95 

Coleen Griffin says she feels compelled to help other women 
seek out and pursue opportunities in her profession of manage-
ment information systems, and it all points back to her time  
at McAuley.  

“As students and women, I feel it was impressed upon us to go 
work where there was opportunity, need, and where we could 
excel” says Coleen. 

As an undergrad at Saint Ambrose College, Coleen completed 
a semester abroad at the National University of Ireland (NUI) 
in Maynooth. She later returned to earn a graduate diploma 
in information technology from NUI, and served as an Irish 
studies liaison, a role that allowed her to help attract and retain 
American students for the university’s graduate programs. 

“Many graduate programs in Ireland are only one year, and  
jobs in the tech sector abound,” says Coleen. “Ireland is a 
promising option for people – especially women – who want  
to get an education in and out of the classroom, and find  
employment too.” 

In 2006 Coleen earned her M.B.A. in management from 
DePaul University.  A few years later she became a Ph.D. 
candidate in the management information systems program at 
NUI in Galway, with an anticipated graduation date of 2018.  
Her graduate studies have opened the door to new ways for 
Coleen to push women and girls to explore technology fields.  
In collaboration with the Google – Lero 
Research Institute, she co-led a two-
day workshop supported by female 
graduate students and alumni from 
industry to teach girls how to  
develop apps.  

Coleen never tires in the quest to 
expand her own learning and skills 
and those of friends.  Already 
she has recruited three women 
who have completed a graduate 
program at NUI. “It’s not just 
about the great education I 
received at McAuley, but how 
I use it to help others explore 
their own potential and look 
toward new opportunities 
that maybe they didn’t 
know were an option.” 

Recent health issues 
prompted Coleen to  
return to Chicago, where she 
now works in the senior role of an information 
systems consultant TekLink, although she travels to Galway 
twice a year to meet with her graduate program advisor. 

Coleen holds McAuley near and dear, and even served on  
the Mother McAuey Board of Trustees for many years.  She  
was instrumental in beginning the Women In Science and  
Engineering, or W.I.S.E. Club at McAuley, through PepsiCo, 
her employer at the time. She also was a driving force in  
mandating technology classes for McAuley students.  

“It’s not just about the great education I received at McAuley, but how  
I use it to help others explore their own potential and look toward new  
opportunities that maybe they didn’t know were an option.”

C o l e e n  G r i f f i n  ‘ 9 5
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Megan Scully ‘09

Megan Scully always wanted to work outside of the United 
States. As a business marketing major at the University of 
Dayton, Megan took many classes on international business, 
which fueled her interest in working abroad even more. But, 
after a great opportunity to work at a company in Chicago “fell 
into her lap” after graduation, her dream of working abroad was 
put on the backburner for a few years.  

In October 2015, her dream finally became a reality when she 
packed up her things at her home in Orland Park, and moved 
to Dublin, Ireland. Despite moving to a different country,  
Megan was fortunate to be able to continue her career as a 
senior customer success specialist at Quantcast, a digital  
advertising technology company.  “I had it a little easier than 
most when moving to a different country.” Megan said. “I 
stayed with the same company that I worked for in Chicago so 
work did not change. I still had the same day-to-day tasks. It 
was nice having that one thing that was constant.”  

Before moving, Megan got in touch with another McAuley 
alumna, Caroline Gray ‘05, a friend of Megan’s older sister 
who had been living in Ireland for a few years. It was nice for 
Megan to know there was another “McAuley girl” right around 
the corner in Dublin. Caroline and Megan even celebrated 
Thanksgiving together.  

As strange as it may sound, Megan said moving across the 
ocean has given her the chance to reconnect with people. In 
the little over a year that she has lived in Ireland, she has had 
many visitors.  

“Social media has been very helpful in staying in touch with 
friends and family. Many people will see on Facebook or  
Instagram that I live in Ireland and will reach out to me  
saying they have a trip planned to Ireland and want to meet  
up. It’s been great.”  

Megan credits Mother McAuley with helping her make a 
smooth transition into living in a different country. “At  
McAuley, you learn to be in harmony with people that are  
different than you.” She also feels McAuley prepared her for 
the successful career she has today. 

“It’s hard to put into words what McAuley gives you. As a 
student there you get to take the lead on many projects and feel 
you are making a difference. McAuley shows you your value 
and lets you shine. That is what you take into the world.”  

“It’s hard to put into words what McAuley gives you. As a  
student there you get to take the lead on many projects and  
feel you are making a difference. McAuley shows you your  
value and lets you shine. That is what you take into the world.”  

M e g a n  S c u l l y  ‘ 0 9
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F i t z g e r a l d  S i s t e r s

Each of the Fitzgerald girls – Colleen M. Fitzgerald, M.D., M.S. 
’88, Meggan Fitzgerald Duffy ’91, Tricia Fitzgerald Halper ’93 
and Sarah Fitzgerald McCormick, D.O. ’95 – are successful in  
their own right, but credit McAuley as the place where they sowed 
the seeds of the fulfillment they reap and enjoy today.   

Inscape listened as the sisters laughed and shared just exactly what 
their McAuley education meant to them, and the sisterhood –  
a sorority of sorts – that McAuley is unto itself.  

The Fitzgerald Four
Sisters Staged for Success

(L to R) Sarah ‘95, Tricia ‘93, Meggan ‘91 and Colleen ‘88.
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“I attribute my time at McAuley 
with helping to build my interest 
in my endeavors,” says Colleen 
‘88, physician at Loyola Univer-
sity Medical Center.  “Being part 
of the sisterhood set the stage for 
what I wanted to do in my medi-
cal career,” she continued.   

“The school does such a nice job letting girls know that they 
can do anything they want, in an environment that encourages 
them to support one another both in and out of the classroom,” 
adds Meggan ‘91.  

“McAuley taught us that there was nothing you couldn’t  
accomplish as women,” says Colleen. 

Since 2012, Colleen has served as an associate professor and 
clinical researcher in the Department(s) of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Urology, and Orthopedics and Rehabilitation at 
Loyola University Medical Center.  Colleen earned her doctor of 
medicine degree from Northwestern University Medical School 
and has a M.S. in clinical investigation from Northwestern 
University.  

For all the girls, attending McAuley wasn’t just an option, it was 
an expectation. Their mother Patty Thiese Fitzgerald ‘65 is 
an alumna, as are aunts Margaret Thiese Johnson ’62 and 
Mary Thiese Murphy ’69. “The stage was set for us,” says  
Tricia ’93. “Being an all-female environment, you don’t see 
things in terms of male or female roles but rather as things you 
can do,” she says. 

A partner and the chief investment officer of equities at Chicago 
Equity Partners, Tricia and her team manage portfolios for 100+ 
institutional clients, including endowments, foundations, pen-
sion plans and corporations. 

“I am in a male dominated industry,” she says. “My willingness  
to be the only woman in the room and have the ability and  
self-assurance to speak up and challenge someone is because  
I’ve never known any differently – whether from my own  
family or my McAuley family – which reinforced those skills  
and attributes.”  

“I agree,” says Meggan, who like Tricia, works in another male 
dominated field of patent law. “McAuley helped provide a  
self-confidence that extended into college and beyond, regard-
less of whether you are one of only a few women in the room.” 

As a patent attorney with Marshall Gerstein, Meggan handles 
U.S. and foreign patent preparation and prosecution for clients 
in the medical devices, consumer products, and software 
industries.  “I work with inventors, start-ups, small and large 
corporations, and universities to develop and execute successful 
patent strategies, which includes writing and prosecuting patent 
applications nationally and internationally,” she says. 

After obtaining her B.S. in general engineering from the  
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Meggan earned her 
Juris Doctor from Loyola University Chicago School of Law.   

“You never gave pause to or worried about the boy/girl thing at 
McAuley – you just were yourself,” says Colleen. 

“And the camaraderie and support from your friends and  
positive feedback from teachers and administration was great,” 
adds Meggan. “McAuley fostered a supportive environment – 
whether it was cheering on an athletic team or just helping  
each other in class,” she continues. 

“McAuley creates an environment for young women to set 
the bar high,” says Sarah ‘95, the youngest. “I was taught at 
a young age that any goal was within reach.” She holds a B.S. 
in Economics from the College of Commerce and Business 
Administration at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 

“You never gave pause to or worried about the boy/girl thing  
                              at McAuley – you just were yourself,” says Colleen.

Colleen M. Fitzgerald ’88
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and a doctor of medicine 
from the Chicago College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. She is 
a physiatrist, a physician who 
specializes in physical medicine 
and rehabilitation. “I help 
patients with physical and 
cognitive impairments due to 
illness and/or injury (i.e. stroke, 
traumatic brain injury, spinal 

cord injury) to optimize their function so that they may live as 
independently as possible,” says Sarah. 

“The school offers something for everyone – both academically 
and with extracurricular opportunities – to foster individual  
interests and talents,” she says.  “McAuley encourages students 
to value and respect each other, which in turn creates an  
environment for students to build confidence and excel.” 

The girls also agree that many of their experiences at  
McAuley were memorable because of connections they  
made with faculty, and the caliber of the teaching and  
learning.  There is a collective laugh when Colleen mentions 
Sr. Humble, former Latin teacher. 

“Our dad made us all take Latin, which was not a popular 
choice,” says Colleen. 

“I think Sr. Humble had a Fitzgerald girl in her class for eight  
consecutive years!” adds Tricia.”  ‘Ad majorem Dei gloriam’ – 
to the greater glory of God,” says Tricia. “I always thought of  
Sr. Humble when I saw that Latin phrase at Loyola.” 

“Her class was critical in laying the foundation for a lot of what 
I learned in medicine,” Colleen continues. “Many people think 
that writing in medicine isn’t important, but it is one of the 
biggest components of my career in writing grants, manuscripts 
and doing clinical research. If I didn’t have that initial training 
at McAuley, I’m not sure I could produce the results needed for 
the level of work I do today.”  

For Meggan, the writing skills she developed under the tutelage 
of Sr. Pat Brady, her junior year A.P. English teacher, were key. 
“McAuley was strong in all facets of education, but for me, Sr. 
Pat really helped me hone my writing skills,” she says.  “She did 
a great job critiquing my work.  I didn’t take writing classes in 
college, but in law school I was able to draw on what she taught 

me. I was also very prepared for my math and science classes 
while studying engineering in college.”   

“I felt very prepared to go into mathematics and I attribute that 
to very rigorous academic training at McAuley,” says Tricia, 
who initially entered college as a pre-med major. 

It was during an honors calculus class at Loyola that her  
professor suggested Tricia study math. “From that point forward 
my whole career path changed,” she 
says.  She is grateful for the solid 
math foundation McAuley provid-
ed that set the stage for success at 
the college level.  Tricia went on to 
earn her B.S.  in mathematics from 
Loyola University Chicago, and 
subsequently a M.S. in financial 
mathematics from the University of 
Chicago.  Professionally, she holds 
the Chartered Financial Analyst 
(CFA) designation.   

Sarah shared that the academic work ethic McAuley fostered 
and the strong foundation in math and science it provided were 
very important in her future academic endeavors. “I learned 
how to study at McAuley, and I think that skill was a key to my 
success in college, medical school, and beyond. I can remember 
thinking that my first semester at U of I was academically easier 
than my senior year in high school; that’s how well McAuley’s 
education prepared me.”  

Academics aside, all four girls believe that beyond their blood 
bonds, it is the larger sisterhood that exists at McAuley that 
helped shape many of the experiences they enjoyed outside the 
classroom and still resonate with them today.   

“We all have very special friendships that began at McAuley,” 
shared Colleen. “I love that we do different things or we’ve 
chosen different paths, yet those are the friends I go back to for 
love and support.” 

Sarah agrees, sharing, “My high school friends are some of 
my closest friends, and my life wouldn’t be the same without 
them.” 

Many of their memories are of what transpired in the hallways 
between classes, or around the table during lunch in the  

Sarah Fitzgerald McCormick ‘95

Tricia Fitzgerald Halper ‘93
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cafeteria. “We built bonds over chocolate chip cookies while 
we laughed at the silliest things,” says Tricia.   

Other fun recollections among the girls include McAuley’s 
unique graduation ceremony. The tradition of the graduates 
donning white dresses, long white gloves and carrying red 
roses continues today.  

“I loved all that day represented. Not just the imagery, but 
that we felt like adult young women who were successful;  
we had made our mark and yet it also was just the beginning,” 
says Colleen.  

The accomplishments of the “Fitzgerald Four” extends far 
beyond the workplace. Each maintains an affinity for sharing 
their time and talent with various professional organizations, 
or other causes important to them.  They agree that at home, 
and at school, they learned at a young age that they need to 
give back. 

Tricia sits on the Board of Trustees for La Rabida Children’s 
Hospital, and the Board of Directors for the CFA Society 
of Chicago, respectively.  Colleen serves as secretary and 
president–elect on the Executive Board for the International 
Pelvic Pain Society and is extensively involved with The 
Women’s Health Foundation, which focuses on educating 
women at all life stages about pelvic floor dysfunction.  Sarah 
is an active member of the American Academy of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation and the American Congress of 
Rehabilitation Medicine. Meggan is Board Member of the 
Chicago IP Alliance and a co-founder and chair of its  
Mentorship Program.   

Adds Meggan, “I recently helped facilitate a partnership  
with the Chicago IP Alliance and Girls4Science, which is a 
wonderful organization that exposes girls ages 12-18 years old 
to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM),” 
adds Meggan. “It’s a natural fit and an ode to the same type  
of support McAuley offers for women and girls.”  

Each of the sisters are adept at juggling the work that comes 
with pursuing a career and family. Among them they have a 
total of 14 children, all of whom attend Catholic grammar or 
high schools. In fact, Meggan and Colleen’s children attend 
the same school, and both women are actively involved with 
various school programs and fundraisers. 

The challenges that face many 
professional women today are 
not lost on these sisters. They 
recognize the multiple directions 
in which women can be pulled, 
and see the grounding they got 
at home and at McAuley as a 
catalyst for their ability to man-
age the demands of work and 
home.  

“You sometimes wonder ‘what 
I’m missing out on?’ so it’s im-
portant to have people – other 
women – to talk with, otherwise 
you can become isolated,” shares 
Tricia.  She added that from a young age all four girls were  
encouraged to ask questions and seek answers – something 
that rings true today. “As women we want that balance be-
tween family and career, so it’s good to talk with other women 
or to lean on when you struggling with questions like ‘should 
I work part time? Should I take a leave of absence? Should I 
quit?’” she continues. “There is no single right way to do it.” 

Perhaps Colleen best sums up their collective journey from 
McAuley to today: “We were trained to be super students, 
and super women.  No matter what the subject matter, we 
were ready.”   

This is the first in our series of interviews that Inscape will feature 
on sisters who attended McAuley. We welcome you to send us 
your suggestions of families to alumnae@mothermcauley.org

“I felt very prepared to go into mathematics and I attribute that  
          to very rigorous academic training at McAuley,” 
                     says Tricia, who initially entered college as a pre-med major.

Meggan Fitzgerald Duffy ‘91
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Class of 1966
The Class of 1966 was not one to disappoint!  

More than 100 classmates came together at McAuley for one  

unforgettable evening on April 22, which began with a beautiful 

Mass service. None of these Mighty Macs could believe it had 

been 50 years since they roamed McAuley’s hallways, and neither  

could anyone on the McAuley staff! From the impromptu  

basketball shooting in the main gym (yes, it happened!),  

to belting out the “Senior Girl” song at dinner, everyone  

had a blast. Thank you to all who attended, and  

especially the class reps Barbara Burnett Hagan,  

Diane Fitzgibbons, Therese McCollam Haskins,  

Marietta Moore Clare, Gerri Squires Masson and  

Maureen Sullivan Murphy. 

 

50th Reunion
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Alumnae News & Events

Alumnae Volleyball League Championships 
The 2016 Alumnae Volleyball League wrapped up on April 17 with victories for 
Team McQuillan (competitive) and Team Tumino (recreational). Thanks to all 
who participated this year, and a big thanks to Tracy Duffy Jarrett ‘94 for  
organizing this year’s league. 

Alumnae & Family Mass 
On Sunday, April 10, we welcomed more than 100 guests including alum-
nae from Saint Xavier Academy and Mother McAuley, current and future 
McAuley students, and their families to our first Alumnae & Family Mass. 
Led by Fr. Mark Walter from St. Linus, we celebrated all of our blessings  
in the McAuley community and recognized our Class of 2020 Tradition  
of Excellence scholarship recipients, as well as our past recipients, many  
of whom participated in the Mass. A special thanks to the Alumnae  
Association for making this new event a success! 

Team McQuillan - (standing L to R) Vanessa Gallagher ‘09, Ellen 
Carberry ‘10, Jackie Cermak ‘10, Dolores Wildner ‘09. (kneeling) 
Tara McQuillan ‘10. (front) Jessica Galotta ‘10. not pictured - Rachel 
Ryan ‘10, Mel Patton ‘10, Caitlin Cody ‘10, Colleen Krahn ‘09.

Team Tumino - (L to R) Rosie Moran ‘01, Brigid Tassone ‘01, Colleen Tumino ‘01, Katie Nolan ‘01, Molly 
Sexton ‘01, Sara Gonzalez.
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Class of 2016 Alumnae Induction & Breakfast 
The Saint Xavier Academy & Mother McAuley High School Alumnae Association welcomed 
its newest members with a special breakfast on May 6 in the Student Lounge. More than a  
dozen members of the Alumnae Association joined us to share in this special event! Seniors 
wore their college shirts and were gifted with commemorative mugs, and Alumnae Association 
president Lorri Nagle Johnson ‘81 led the girls in an inspiring prayer. 

Later in the afternoon, they were formally inducted into the Alumnae Association during 
the all-school Senior Prayer Service. McAuley athletic director Laurie Roache Jakubczak 
‘78 served as the alumnae speaker, with Spanish teacher Nina Munizzi Lesch ‘75 leading 
them in the alumnae induction pledge. 

Team McAuley at Beverly Breast Cancer Walk 
More than 150 walkers joined Team McAuley at the annual Beverly Breast 
Cancer Walk on May 8, presented by the Little Company of Mary Hospital 
(LCMH) Foundation. Proceeds from the walk benefit LCMH’s state-of-the-
art treatment and services to breast cancer patients and their families. 

The annual Mother’s Day event began with a wonderful Mass in McAuley’s 
auditorium, led by Fr. Tom Hurley, and the weather could not have been 
more beautiful for the walk. A Mighty Mac thanks to everyone who  
participated, and for once again showing McAuley’s strength in numbers. 
Team McAuley raised $3,735! 

Pat Byrne ‘76 and daughter Tess ‘16 and Claire ‘08

McAuley a Capella choir
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McAuley  
After-Hours  
Happy Hour 
at MB Financial 
Alumnae had a blast 
hanging out with  
alumnae after work 
on June 9! Hosted by 
Amanda Ball ‘04 and 

MB Financial Bank, alumnae enjoyed meeting new friends, learning about 
each other’s exciting careers and building new relationships both profes-
sionally and personally. We loved meeting everyone and giving away some 
McAuley swag, too! If you would like to host a future McAuley After-Hours 
Happy Hour, contact the alumnae office at alumnae@mothermcauley.org  
or 773-881-6565. 

Jan Malloy Memorial  
Scholarship Kayak Outing 
The memory of our beloved former alumnae  
coordinator Jan Malloy was honored with one 
of Jan’s favorite pastimes - kayaking. Long-time 
McAuley supporter Mary Ann Smrz of The  
Red Kayak Institute hosted this meditative and 
beautiful retreat, at the Saganashkee Slough in 
Lemont, as a fundraiser for Jan’s memorial  
scholarship.  

McAuley shopping event at 
Alixandra Collections 
Thank you to all who supported Mother McAuley 
on August 19 and 20 by shopping at Alixandra 
Collections in Hinsdale.  A special thanks to store 
manager and alumna Tracy Buttron ‘95. As a 
result of the sale, Alixandra Collections made 
a generous donation of more than $500 toward 
McAuley scholarships! 

Open Studio Night 
Nearly 20 alumnae came back to 
school on September 9 to play 
with paint, pottery and more!  
McAuley provided the drinks 
and munchies, and alumnae 
provided the creativity. Some 
worked on the pottery wheel, 
while others created digital art. 
Thank you to faculty members 
Kathy Gordon Davis and Jayne 
Laird for their assistance.  
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McGinnis Pub Gathering 
Alumnae in the Michiana Shores area enjoyed a wonderful night  
at the annual gathering on August 6, hosted by Terri Duggan  
McGinnis ‘68 and her  
husband, Kevin, owners 
of the McGinnis Pub in 
Michigan City. Guests were 
treated to appetizers and a 
complimentary drink as they 
enjoyed the beautiful weath-
er on the pub’s stone patio. 
Thanks to Terri and Kevin 
for another fun evening. 

Save the Date
McAuley Hall of Honor 2017 
Sunday, April 30, 2017  
McAuley Auditorium 

The inductees into the Mother McAuley Hall of Honor 
will soon be announced and later honored during a  
special Mass on April 30, 2017 at Mother McAuley.  
This will be the fourth group of individuals inducted 
into the Hall, since it was established in 2013.  

The Hall is a permanent installation at the school,  
serving to showcase inductees and to educate and  
inspire current and future students, and all who visit  
the school. Past inductees include award-winning 
and inspiring alumnae, faculty members and Sisters of 
Mercy.  

Inspired by the work of Catherine McAuley,  
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, McAuley Hall 
celebrates individuals who emulate Catherine’s legacy 
of leadership, courage, and service to those in need 
through their contributions to the community and 
beyond. Induction is a high honor bestowed upon  
members of the McAuley family, including alumnae, 
parents, faculty and staff.  Inductees must have distin-
guished themselves through achievement or service,  
inspired others through their selflessness, served  
McAuley/Saint Xavier Academy faithfully and/or 
brought credit to McAuley/Saint Xavier Academy.   

Information on past honorees can be found online at 
www.mothermcauley.org. 

Golf Outing
This year’s outing generated a record-breaking $20,000 in proceeds 
which will provide 20 Tradition of Excellence scholarships to  
members of the class of 2021!  A sunny fall day at Ridge Country 
Club provided the perfect backdrop for a sold-out event. Golfers  
enjoyed 9-holes plus fun and festivities on the links, followed by 
dinner, raffles and dancing. A special thanks to Barb Hamel ‘75, 
Peggy Evans Rourke ‘76, and Anne Bigane Wilson ‘76 who 
helped with the correspondence and planning with Ridge Country 
Club and Suzie McKeon ‘87 and Kelly Kilmartin ‘06 – our  
co-chairs –  and Sallie Wiechern King ‘68, Mary Burke  
McGarry ’75, Veronica Burgess ‘82, Jamie Burgess  
Bentley ’83, Diane 
DeRise-Meister ‘75, 
Therese Cummings 
O’Halloran ’75 and 
the entire golf commit-
tee and the McAuley 
staff for their hard work 
behind the scenes to 
make sure every detail 
was attended to. 

McAuley Hall

2016 Golf Committee

(L-R) Virginia Schumann Petrancosta ‘94, Linda Balchunas 
Jandacek ‘84, Jodi Farrell ‘84, and Kelly Doyle Coakley ‘94
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Lidija Grazulis Kamansky ‘91 had 
one of her photographs competing 
for National Geographic’s favorite 
landscape for Week 1 of their  
“Nature Photographer of the Year 
competition.” National Geographic 
used the image to promote the  
contest across all digital media.   
A storm was rolling in from the west 
at sunrise, when Lidija captured this 
stunning photo.   

Katie Schumacher-Cawley ’97 
celebrated her 
100th win as 
head coach 
of the Univer-
sity of Illinois 
at Chicago 
(UIC) Flames 
women’s vol-
leyball team. 
Now in her 
eighth year as 
head coach of the UIC women’s vol-
leyball program, Katie ranks third in 
program history to win 100 games 
or more. Katie was inducted into the 
McAuley Hall of Honor in 2014. 

Katie O’Connell ‘01 was recently 
honored as Girls Soccer Coach of 
the Year by The Daily Southtown. 

Katie, the current girls’ varsity soccer 
coach at Sandburg High School in 
Orland Park, began her high school 

coaching career at a small, under-
served Catholic high school in Fall 
River, MA. So under-served, in fact, 
that the girls soccer team did not 

even have 
matching 
uniforms. 
And two 
years later, 
Katie led 
the team to 
their most 
winning 
season ever 

-- with two wins. Since then, Katie 
has coached both the girls and boys 
soccer teams at Sandburg. 

Nicole Simental ‘05 was awarded 
First Prize in The IV International 
Goedicke Organ Competition held 
September 18-24 at the Moscow 
Conservatory in Russia.  She had 
to first successfully navigate two 
performance rounds held in Mun-
cie, Indiana in May.  As one of two 
Americans selected to move on, 
Nicole then competed in another 
two solo rounds (semifinals/finals) 
of different music as well as a final 
concert performance with orchestra 
of the Poulenc Organ Concerto. The 
jury  
consisted  
almost 
entirely of 
Russian and 
German 
organists.  
As First Prize 
recipient, 
Nicole re-
ceived 320,000 Rubles – the equiva-
lent to more than $5,000 – and the 
opportunity to present solo organ 
concerts at the Moscow Conserva-

toire, the Omsk Philharmonic society, 
the Perm Philharmonic Society, the 
Chapel Taurian (St. Petersburg), and 
the Academic M. Glinka Chapel (St. 
Petersburg).  Nicole has completed 
coursework for the D.M. in organ 
as a student of Chris Young at the 
Jacobs School of Music. She is 
currently organist at First Christian 
Church and accompanist for the St. 
Paul’s Catholic Center in Blooming-
ton, Indiana. 

 
Rebecca Zygmuntowicz Abraham 
‘02 and Bridget Gainer ’86 attend-
ed the Democratic National Con-
vention in Philadelphia in August. 
Rebecca is an elected delegate from 
Congressional District 5 & board 
member of Mom+Baby, a group that 
encourages women to get involved 
in their community and legislation. 
Bridget is Cook County Commis-

Alumnae Notes

Rebecca

Bridget
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sioner for the County’s 10th District, 
and addressed McAuley graduates 
at the 2014 commencement. 

Brittany Vacchiano ‘10 met with 
the McAuley Girls Who Code Club 
(GWC), an organization dedicated 
to removing the technology gen-
der gap for up and coming female 
students. Brittany trained under the 
GWC auspices to present a curricu-
lum to teach high school students 
the basics of computer software 
programming. Brittany’s company, 
Clarity Partners, generously donated 
computer equipment to McAuley’s 
Woman in Science & Engineer-
ing Club for use in the GWC twice 
monthly meetings.  

Alma Mendoza ‘12, a senior  
biology major at Northeastern  
Illinois University, has been awarded 
a Willis A. Reid undergraduate 
research grant by the Education 
Committee of the American Society 
of Parasitologists. The $500 grant 
will help fund Mendoza’s research 
on diversity of the Plagiorchis  
parasite in Midwestern wetlands. 

“This grant will enable me to  
become a better scientist by  
providing me the opportunity  
to explore my own research  
questions,” said Mendoza, who is 
minoring in Chemistry. It brings me 
one step closer to an M.D./Ph.D. 
program by making my application 
more competitive.” This was the 
second grant awarded to Mendoza. 
In July 2015, she received a $250 
undergraduate research grant from 
the Annual Midwestern Conference 
of Parasitologists.  

After earning her bachelor’s degree 
in May, Mendoza says she will apply 
to medical school. Her goal is to 
pursue further research on infectious 
diseases. 

Kathy Powell 
‘13, a junior 
studying graphic 
design at the 
University of 
Illinois in Urbana-
Champaign, 
completed a 
summer intern-
ship for O, The 
Oprah Magazine 

in the publication’s Art Department/
Design.  

“Working at a top tier publishing 
company was absolutely life chang-
ing,” says Kathy. “I was learning 
from designers who were as eager 
to teach me as I was eager to learn.” 

Kathy says she mainly worked 
on the September, October, and 
November issues as well as various 
social media projects.  “I worked 
directly with their design director, 
art director and senior art direc-

tor and my tasks included creating 
illustrations to creating layouts that 
would be published…the deadlines 
for the projects were pretty fast 
paced which kept me engaged and 
focused,” she says. “Some days I 
would be working on one or two 
pages whereas other days, I would 
have to have three or four done by 
a creative meeting in the middle of 
the day.” 

“It was very interesting to watch 
how a magazine comes to life and 
experience the behind the scenes 
chaos that makes it so beautiful.” 

Catherine McAuley Honors Scholars  
(CMHS) alumnae Tiffany Anderson 
‘14, Sarah Dynia ‘15, Maura Joyce 
‘14, Elizabeth Nye ‘14 & Christine 
Schmidt ‘15 recently visited with 
current CMHS sophomores. They 
shared information & personal  
experiences about preparing for 
college, the ACT & SAT and the 
admissions process. All the alums 
attend the University of Chicago or 
Northwestern University. 

Nellie Murphy ‘16 was named  
an award winner in the National  
Federation of Press Woman’s  
National High School Communica-
tions Contest. Nellie’s photo of  
Lollapalooza won third place in  
the Yearbook Photo category.  

 

Rebecca
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By Howard Ludwig, DNAinfo.org

Sister Patricia Mahoney doesn’t work in a school, nor does the 
Catholic nun live in a convent.

Instead, the 77-year-old who lives in a modest second-floor 
apartment in Beverly spends most of her time volunteering with 
the Morgan Park Police District’s Chicago Alternative Policing 
Strategy, or CAPS, office.

A native South Sider, Mahoney sat down with DNAinfo to 
discuss her ministry and her career as a community organizer. 
She said her roles with CAPS fit perfectly with her both her 
temperament and personality.

“My life has been very nontraditional,” she said.

Mahoney became involved in CAPS in 1994, just a year after 
the effort to bring the community and Police Department  
together was launched. She was working then at her home  
parish of St. Leo in Auburn Gresham.

Police in the Gresham District first asked for the parish priest to 
participate in CAPS. When he declined, Mahoney stepped up, 
volunteering as a court watcher, sitting in the courtroom gallery 
as criminals who committed crimes in the neighborhood were 
called before the judge.

She felt drawn to the work, saying it spoke to the mission of the 
Sisters of Providence. Mahoney can recite her order’s mission 
statement by heart, including the part about furthering “God’s 
loving plans by devoting itself to works of love, mercy and 
justice.”

Mahoney believes she is doing just that by heading the court 
watchers group in Morgan Park. She also works on a religious 
subcommittee and leads the neighborhood’s diversity and  
inclusion committee.

As the CAPS facilitator for Beats 2211 and 2213, Mahoney is 
known for saying, “”Crime is a community problem, not a police 
problem.”

That said, she’s well aware of the strained relationship between 
police departments in Chicago and nationwide, particularly with 
minority communities. Mahoney added that some police officers 
who’ve abused their authority “need to be in prison.”

But she also said her 
“heart aches for some of 
these officers” as the job 
of policing has become 
increasingly dangerous 
and difficult. She said 
police and community 
activists protesting mis-
conduct need to realize 
that ultimately they have 
similar goals.

“It becomes a case of who 
is going to bring them 
together,” she said.

She believes that one solution might be renewed dedication to 
the CAPS program, as problems involving crime are often best 
dealt with on a block-by-block level. That said, she also believes 
the commitment to the CAPS program has dwindled in recent 
years.

“If you are going to have [CAPS] work, you have to invest in  
the community,” she said.

Mahoney grew up near 78th Street and Union Avenue in  
Auburn Gresham. She attended St. Leo Elementary School 
where the Sisters of Providence taught. She then went on to  
St. Francis Xavier Academy for Females in Bronzeville.

This high school was operated by the Sisters of Mercy and was 
the precursor to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School. 
In fact, Mahoney said she remembers driving some of the nuns 
from her high school to check on construction of the new  
school in Mount Greenwood.

Mahoney said she felt God was calling her to religious life 
throughout high school. In fact, she ended up making a holy 
“bargain” of sorts when applying for a scholarship: If she received 
the scholarship, she’d see it as a sign to continue her schooling. 
If she did not, she’d become a nun.

The scholarship never came, but Mahoney ended up working for 
one year after of high school as an executive assistant at ComEd. 
She then entered the novitiate on Feb. 2, 1957 with the Sisters 
of Providence, studying for 4½ years at the order’s St. Mary of 
the Woods outside of Terre Haute, Ind.

s i s t e r  p a t r i c i a  m a h o n e y

Beverly’s ‘Sister Pat’ Opens Up About  
Her Life as a Community Organizer
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Celebration 2017

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

Saturday, February 4, 2017
Beverly Country Club  |  6:00 pm

Cocktail Attire

H O N O R I N G

John Coleman, Esq.  
Catherine McAuley Leadership Award

Sister Marion “Dolly” Cypser, RSM 
Stephen Ligda 

Life Trustees

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

JoAnn Foertsch Altenbach ‘76 
Celebration Coordinator 

773.881.6559 
jaltenbach@mothermcauley.org

Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75 
President 

773.881.6504 
mklingenberger@mothermcauley.org

Proceeds benefit the Sister Agatha O’Brien  
Memorial Scholarship Fund

“When that call is there, you cannot not follow it,” she said.

She took the name Sister Kevin Joseph — first as a nod to 
her Irish ancestry and second to honor of her favorite saint. 
Mahoney went back to using her baptismal name in 1967, 
and she forever stopped wearing the traditional habit a year 
later.

Mahoney became a teacher in 1961 in Texas but returned to 
the Midwest a year later as her sinuses didn’t agree with the 
climate. She went on to teach elementary school for eight 
years, mostly to younger students as it was difficult to find 
teachers then.

In 1969, she left the classroom to become the associate  
director of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine or CCD 
for the Catholic Diocese of Gary, Ind. From there, she 
bounced around setting up Catholic education programs 
throughout the Chicago area.

After getting involved with CAPS at St. Leo, Mahoney 
applied for grant to perform community organizing for two 
years through her order. This eventually led to a job with the 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Community Justice Center.

Mahoney spent seven years working with neighborhood 
residents on behalf of Cook County. She formed groups 
meant to help those suffering from domestic violence as well 
as work with area businesses, seniors and religious groups to 
curb criminal behavior.

She “retired” from the county in 2000 but called her  
retirement “a big joke” because she continued doing much  
of the same work as a volunteer for the CAPS office in 
Morgan Park.

That said, she encourages young people to follow their hearts 
if they feel they are being called to religious life. She pointed 
to herself as an example of the many ministries available to 
priests and nuns.

“I have chosen every ministry I have had since I went into 
the Gary diocese,” Mahoney said. “There are all kinds of 
opportunities.”

This story first appeared on DNAinfo.org and is reprinted  
with permission.
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Sarah Smith ‘01 married  
Brendan Murphy in June 2014.

Rhonda Young ’01 married  
Jamal Williams on June 27, 2015.

Melissa Ritter Leyendecker ’06 
married Ryan Leyendecker on  
July 12, 2014.

Myla Pothiawala ’99 married  
Brent Watkins on October 10, 2015.

Diane Dalcamo ’06 married  
Matt Sheehan on February 20, 2016.

Theresa Davis ’81 married  
Frank Cowan on June 18, 2016.

Elyse Schmudlach ‘06 married  
Paul Kruse on June 25, 2016.

Mother McAuley principal,  
Eileen Boyce ’03, married Ryan 
O’Reilly on July 23, 2016.

Bridget Deiters ’03, married 
Matthew Ince on August 20, 2016.

Kimberly Schmidt ’11 married  
Evan Tinklenberg on September  
24, 2016.

Maura Moran ‘07, married  
David Vaughan on October 1, 2016.

 

                 

   
Jacqueline White Brand ’01 and 
husband Chris Brand welcomed  
son Tucker on October 3, 2013.

Megan Mayer Kamp ’01 and 
husband Peter welcomed daughter 
Analei Ruth on August 12, 2012 and 
son Emmett Daniel on July 14, 2014.

Melissa Ritter Leyendecker ’06 
married Ryan Leyendecker on  
July 12, 2014.

Rachel Costello Pridgen ’02 and 
husband Tim welcomed daughter 
Nora Barbara on November 24, 
2015.

Jennifer Beeson Davis ’04 and 
husband Mark welcomed Elizabeth 
Anne Davis on December 28, 2015. 
She joins big brother William. 

Jen Germino Rooney ’01 and 
spouse Jenna welcomed son 
Benjamin Edward on July 19, 2016.

Maura Drumm Hunt ‘01 and 
husband Brian welcomed daughter 
Grace Geraldine on August 27, 
2016.

Nikki Hynes Carey ‘02 and 
husband Rick welcomed twins Colin 
Thomas and daughter Mara Hynes 
on May 2, 2016. They join siblings 
Nolan and Fiona.

Meg Griffin Gardner ‘97, husband 
Greg and big sisters Maddie and 
Emma welcomed James Griffin 
Gardner on September 2, 2016.

         
Laura McAuley Finch ‘70 passed 
away August 21, 2011.

Theresa “Terry” Fara, sister of 
Patricia Fara Janas ‘68 and Mary 
Fara ‘69 passed away September 
22, 2013.

Barbara Morrin Cook ’66 passed 
away November 19, 2013.

Margaret Mueller Keiran ’66 
passed away January, 31, 2014.

Donald Van Arkle, father of Carol 
Van Arkel ‘67, Janet Van Arkel ‘74, 
Debra Van Arkel Richards ‘77 and 
grandfather of Cara LaMorte Grant 
‘93 and Patricia Pellicore Marx ‘00 
passed away July 17, 2014.

Kathleen Mary Hoffman Elliott ‘66 
passed away August 14, 2014.

Serafina “Kathleen” Buckley 
Koutsost ’66 passed away 
November 4, 2014.

Daniel Neylon, brother of Susan 
Neylon ‘70 and Nancy Neylon 
Scannell ‘80, passed away January 
24, 2015.

Eileen LaVoie, daughter-in-law of 
former teacher Mary Ellen LaVoie 
and sister in law of Jeanne LaVoie 
Devitt ‘80 and Anne LaVoie 
Sammons ‘78 passed away April 6, 
2015.

Jo Ellen Daly Raap sister of the late 
Maureen Daly Penman ‘67 passed 
away August 22, 2015.

 marriages  births deaths
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Daniel Drumm, husband of 
Maureen Sweeney Drumm ‘71 and 
father of Maura Drumm Hunt ‘01 
passed away September 4, 2015.

Alice McInerny ’66 passed away 
October 4, 2015.

Roger Carroll, father of Kelly Carroll 
Sweeney ’86 and Patricia Carroll 
Wood ’87 and grandfather of 
Maeve Sweeney ‘14 passed away 
January 2, 2016.

Michael Lepore, father of Nancy 
Lepore Krickl ‘83 passed away 
January 12, 2016.

Richard J. Zoller, ret. CPD, U.S. 
Army, father of Julie Zoller Sloyan 
‘88 passed away January 22, 2016.

Dolores Delaney, mother of 
Maureen Delaney Griffin ‘79, 
Michelle Delaney Catalano ‘81 
and Andrea Delaney ‘83 and 
grandmother of Megan Griffin 
Shamber ‘02 and Kera Griffin ‘04 
passed away February 20, 2016.

Daniel Kelley, husband of Eleanor 
Wittl Kelley, SXA ’38 passed away 
February 23, 2016.

Mildred Para, mother of Nancy Para 
Arnold ’63 and grandmother of 
Amy Arnold Roberts ’90 passed 
away on March 21, 2016.

Sally Ann Carpinella, sister of Carol 
Carpinella Zemke Savard ’60 
passed away on March 27, 2016.

Mary Hofbauer Kutney ’76 passed 
away March 30, 2016.

Cecilia Willette, mother of former 
faculty member Chris Pollard and 
grandmother of Eileen Pollard ‘93 
passed away on April 6, 2016.

Mary (Molly) Ross, mother of 
Stephanie L. Ross, Esq., ’69, 
passed away April 9, 2016. 

Jean-Marie Lux, mother of student 
Hannah Lux ‘16, passed away on 
April 11, 2016.

Thomas Fennell, brother of staff 
member Mame Fennell Byrne and 
uncle to Colleen Byrne ‘03 and 
Bridget Byrne McGovern ‘02 
passed away in May 2016.

Susan J. Lang, former English 
teacher, passed away May 1, 2016.

Darrell Runyon, father of student 
Glenisha Runyon ‘18, passed away 
on May 1, 2016.

Mary Kay McGrath Rotsch ‘74, 
sister of Maureen McGrath Sand 
‘68, Margaret McGrath McCue 
‘79, and Colleen McGrath ‘73, and 
aunt of Annie McGrath ’04 passed 
away May 11, 2016.

Nancy Wallace, former English 
teacher and mother of Erin 
Finnegan ‘88, passed away May 15, 
2016.

Margaret “Peggy” Maleski Metz, 
mother of Patricia Metz Poynton 
‘65, and grandmother of Amy 
Poynton ‘92 and Katy Poynton ‘97 
passed away in June 6, 2016.

Colleen Shaughnessy Nelson ‘84, 
sister of Sheila Shaughnessy ‘87, 
passed away June 7, 2016.

Robert W. Cahill passed away June 
12, 2016. He is the brother of Sr. 
Cathleen Cahill, RSM, and Sr. 
Nancy Cahill, RSM and father of 
Nancy Cahill Walaszek ’74, Barb 
Cahill Brosnan ’75, Mary Eileen 
Cahill ’79, Joan Cahill Boyce ’82 

and Jane Cahill ’84, father-in-law 
of Kristen Connolly Cahill ’87, 
Michelle Meister Cahill ‘90 and 
Catherine Larson Cahill ‘79 and 
grandfather of Maureen Walaszek 
’97, Erin Walaszek ’99, Annie 
Walaszek Lunkes ’01 and Emily 
Cahill ’16.

David Fleming, brother of Denise 
Fleming Toussaint ’76, Diane 
Fleming ’79, Debra Fleming ’83, 
Bridget Fleming Brennan ’86 and 
uncle of Alicia Toussaint ’07, Sarah 
Fleming ’10 and Frankie Fleming 
’16 passed away June 16, 2016.

Jean “Mickey” Strus, grandmother 
of Jeanne Deiters Byrne ’89 
passed away June 22, 2016.

Ann Schmid ’73, sister of Elinor 
Schmid Sullivan ‘73 and aunt of 
Margaret “Maggie” Sullivan ‘04 
and Elinor “Nell” Sullivan ‘97 
passed away June 24, 2016.

Nancy Niego Collins, sister-in-law of 
Therese Boyle Niego ‘82 and aunt 
of Charley Niego ‘18 and Grace 
Niego ‘20, passed away on June 
26, 2016.

Susan J. Horn - Geraghty (Killick) 
‘71, mother of Courtney Horn 
Rose ‘96 and mother-in-law of 
Coleen Temple Barkmeier ‘90, 
grandmother of Carey Barkmeier 
’19 and Brigid Barkmeier ‘20 
passed away on June 28, 2016.

John Rooney, husband of Margaret 
Clarke Rooney ‘80, brother of  
Ellen Rooney Martin ‘82 and 
brother-in-law of Maura Saas ‘87, 
and the late Jean Prendergast 
Rooney ’88 passed away June 30, 
2016. 
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Virginia Murray, daughter of Nancy 
Michon Murry ‘73 and niece of 
Kathy Michon O’Connell ‘76, 
passed away July 1, 2016.

Antonina Terrano, mother of Rose 
Terrano Folli ‘79 and Lina Terrano 
‘80 passed away July 18, 2016.

Elizabeth “Betty” Napleton, mother 
of Ellen Napleton Roche ‘68 
and Mimi Napleton Collins ‘77 
and mother-in-law to Katherine 
Roche Napleton ‘68, Carol Collins 
Napleton ‘71, Maribeth Roach 
Napleton ‘76, and Kathleen 
Krzyminski Napleton ‘76 passed 
away July 20, 2016.

Ellen Kilmurry ’66 passed away July 
21, 2015. 

Lee Anne Martino mother-in-law of 
Anne Czarnecki ’98 passed away 
July 28, 2016. 

Colleen O’Shea, mother of Annie 
Laurie O’Shea ’84, Maura O’Shea 
McCarthy ’90 and mother-in-law 
of Cara Dunne O’Shea ’94 passed 
away on July 31, 2016.

Margaret Coleman passed away 
August 7, 2016. She is the mother 
of Maureen Coleman Kelly ‘72, 
Maribeth Coleman Rice ‘72, 
Margaret Coleman Cahill ‘73, 
Patricia Coleman Griffin ‘77, Diane 
Coleman Morris ‘81, Cathleen 
Coleman Loch ‘83, mother-in-
law to Rosemary Mele Coleman 
‘68, Patricia White Coleman ‘69, 
Frances O’Brien Coleman ‘69, 
and Bridget Breakey Coleman 
‘88; grandmother of Margaret 
Kelly ‘04, Bridget Kelly ‘07, staff 
member Kathleen Kelly ‘09, Jane 
Kelly ‘13, Kathleen A. Griffin ‘02, 
Kerry Griffin ‘05, Anne Griffin 
‘15, Cathleen Morris ‘09, Kerry A. 
Morris ‘10, Mary M. Morris ‘13, 
Kathleen Coleman Spritzer ‘92, 

Jennifer Coleman Harmon ‘95, 
Michelle Coleman ‘98, Elizabeth 
Coleman ‘02, Meghan Coleman 
‘03, Anne Coleman ‘10, and 
Colleen Coleman ‘07.

Robert “Bob” Ambrose husband 
of Jane Cotter Ambrose ‘76, 
brother of the late Marge Ambrose 
Czahkowski ‘74, Mary Ambrose 
Tournounjian ‘76 and Kathy 
Ambrose Smith ‘77 and brother in 
law of Anne Edwards Cotter ‘73 
passed away on August 16, 2016.  

Jeanne Mulville-Rowell, sister of 
Juliann Zoller Sloyan ’88 passed 
away August 17, 2016.

Robert Murray, husband of Janet 
O’Reilly Murray ’63, and father of 
Christine ’89, Corinne Doran ’91, 
father-in-law of Peggy Flanagan 
Murray ’91, grandfather of Emma 
‘19 and Caitlin ’16 Hennessy, 
brother-in-law of Karen O’Reilly 
Solano ’62 and Joanell O’Reilly 
Zawaski ’67 and uncle of Elizabeth 
Zawaski ’93, Katie Zawaski 
Elwood ’91 and Stacy Zawaski 
Sheerin ’89 passed away August 25, 
2016.

Clarence Malinger, father of 
Mariclare Malinger Martin ’95 
passed away September 3, 2016.

Mary Ruth MacKinnon Renehan 
’59, aunt of Mary Ruth MacKinnon 
Renehan ’59, aunt of Meghan 
MacKinnon Rocha ’03 and Caitlin 
MacKinnon Rocha ’05 passed away 
passed away September 11, 2016.

Laura Hruska ’07 passed away 
September 17, 2016. She is the sister 
of Gina Hruska Woolwine ’02. 

Timothy Newquist, father of Kaitlin 
Newquist Russell ’01, Margaret 
(Peggy) Newquist ’04 and Bridget 
Newquist ’07 passed away 
September 18, 2016

Sr. Benedicta McCorry, RSM 
passed away on September 23, 
2016.

Robert Rafferty, husband of 
Margaret “Peggie” Murphy 
Rafferty ’63 and father of Colleen 
Rafferty Nitsche ‘88 passed away 
September 27, 2016.

Reunion

Mother McAuley liberal arts High School

Class of 196750thFriday, April 28, 2017 
5:00 p.m. 
at Mother McAuley 

Calling all graduates from the Class of 1967!   
It’s your turn! Join us at McAuley for your 50th Reunion on April 28, 2017.  

More info to follow, so watch your mail!  
You may also contact the Alumnae Office at (773) 881-6565.
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Dear Alumnae, Parents and Friends,

This issue of Inscape highlights our first story in our 
series on sisters and their shared experiences of a 
McAuley education. These women each talk about 
following in their sister’s footsteps or finding their 
own path.  They reminisce on the value of that shared 
experience and how it benefitted them personally and 
their family as a whole. We look forward to bringing 
you more stories like this in future issues.

However, the sisterhood of McAuley is not limited 
to blood relatives.  When you become a McAuley 
girl, you are welcomed into a family of sisters so 
robust and expansive it will follow you your whole 
life.  Everywhere you go you can find a McAuley girl. 
There is something so powerful and comforting when 
you run into a McAuley girl.  You realize you have 
many shared experiences, whether you roamed the 
halls together or at different times.  You understand 
each other’s beginnings and development as a young 
woman.  

How often have you met a complete stranger and 
enjoyed talking with them and after just a few 
moments discovered they went to McAuley? They 
are a Mighty Mac or their sister or their mother were 
McAuley girls.  It is a great unifier, a connector.

Those of us who grew up on the South Side are 
famous for trying to relate with others by determining 
what parish they belonged to and what grammar 
school they attended.  When you understand their 
upbringing, it brings you closer in relating to your new 
friend.  But you know you have struck gold when you 
get to the Mighty Mac connection….

Whether you called it a skirt...or a kilt

Whether your uniforms are from Berkley... 
or Schoolbelles

Whether you took typing…..or iTech

Whether you sold raffle tickets to build the theatre... 
or calendars to possibly win a car

Whether you sang Senior Girl...or the “are you an  
“M” cheer

Whether you feasted on the famous chocolate chip 
cookies to…...we still have the cookies

You enjoy that shared identity...sisterhood and 
family. McAuley girls are strong, accomplished, 
compassionate, talented, innovative, warm, fun and 
engaging.   We are a brand and a force.  

I ask all of you to consider the young women in your 
life.  Your daughters, nieces, cousins, neighbors...
could they benefit from this same sisterhood of over 
26,500 strong?  Do they need that sisterhood...that 
connection that goes on far beyond walking the 
hallways but is truly deep and universal?

If you know of a girl that is looking for a sense of 
community/sisterhood along with rigorous academics, 
value infused curriculum and opportunities for 
leadership….

Tell them about McAuley….share your story, so we 
may continue ours.

 
Gratefully,

 
 
Carey Temple Harrington ‘86 
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Carey’s Corner
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McAuley Celebrates Commencement
Mother McAuley celebrated the 265 graduates in the Class of 
2016 at the commencement ceremony on Sunday, May 22 at 
the Shannon Center on the campus of Saint Xavier University.  

The Class of 2016 had many accomplishments to recognize, 
including four National Merit Commended Scholars, one 
National Merit Finalist, three recipients of the Chick Evans 
Scholarship, a Golden Apple Scholar of Illinois, eight athletic 
commitments and 40 Illinois State Scholars, to name a few.  
One of the most impressive facts is the amount of merit-based 
scholarships awarded to the Class of 2016 from the 303  
institutions for which they applied, which totals more than  
$34 million. 

The ceremony included the announcement of graduates,  
speeches by valedictorian, Isabella Mueller ’16, student 
speaker, Bridget Ryan ‘16 and faculty speaker Mr. Kevin  
Czarnecki, the introduction of the alumnae speaker by  
salutatorian, Meghan Rokas ‘16, and a song tribute by the 
senior members of the McAuley Advanced Chorus. This also 
marked the third year that Mother McAuley invited an alumna 
to address the graduates during commencement. This year’s 
speaker was Laura Rowley Hilker ’83 (see sidebar). 

Valedictorian Isabella Mueller, a graduate of Saint Barnabas, 
completed her senior year with a cumulative G.P.A. of 4.49 and 
will attend the University of South Carolina, where she plans 
to major in public health with a minor in Spanish. She hopes to 
have a career involved in the healthcare industry in a leadership/
management role. 

Meghan Rokas, a graduate of Saint John Fisher, is the  
salutatorian with a 4.45 G.P.A. Meghan will attend Loyola  
University, Chicago next year, where she plans to major in  
biology on the pre-med track, with hopes to go to medical 
school and become a surgeon.  

Bridget Ryan, a graduate of Central Junior High in Evergreen 
Park and parishioner at Most Holy Redeemer was voted by 
her classmates as student speaker for the graduation ceremony. 
Bridget will attend Loyola University, Chicago next year.  

The Mother McAuley Class of 2016 graduated at Saint Xavier University on Sunday, May 22.  

Principal Eileen Boyce O’Reilly ‘03, student speaker Bridget Ryan ’16,  
valedictorian Isabella Mueller ’16, salutatorian Meghan Rokas ’16, and  
President Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75.
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Laura Rowley Hilker ‘83  
Honored as Keynote Speaker 
at Commencement 

The Class of 2016 received encouraging thoughts  
on success at commencement from alumna  
Laura Rowley Hilker ‘83. Laura, a journalism and 
media professional, has worked for CNN and the 
The Huffington Post, and most recently served as a 
vice president of the Meredith Corporation, and has 
appeared on many national news programs. She also 
is a wife and a proud mother of three daughters, and 
is passionate about the art of storytelling, which she 
believes is the root of everything important in life. 

Speaking to a crowd of more than 2,000 at St. Xavier 
University’s Shannon Center, Laura reaffirmed her 
love for McAuley and the enormous impact our 
school has made on her life. 

“McAuley encouraged me to pursue 
my passions,” Laura began. “I was 
the editor of the newspaper and 
performed in the plays, and ended 
up using both of those skills in life 
after college. And if you’re not sure 
what your passions are, listen to your 
curiosity.” 

Laura closed her speech with these powerful bits of 
advice to our newest alumnae: 

“Be relentless in pursuit of your goals, your passion 
and your curiosity. Be open minded and nimble, 
and say yes to opportunities outside your comfort 
zone. Embrace failure for what it is: the best possible 
learning opportunity. Be the master of your technol-
ogy, and don’t let critics - or the fans - knock you 
off course. Negotiate your salary and control your 
financial destiny. Err on the side of adventure.  
Keep growing in your faith. And finally never forget:   
You are a McAuley Girl. You can do anything.” 

Legacy Photos 

New this year, McAuley offered legacy photos for 
families of 2016 graduates.  Any graduate with a 
sister, mother, aunt or grandmother who attended 
McAuley was invited to commemorate the special day 
with a generational portrait on graduation morning.  
Photos were taken in McAuley’s courtyard just prior to 
the graduation ceremony and families were presented 
with a keepsake as a gift from the school. 

Julia ‘14, Amy and  
Kim Joyce Geraghty ‘82

Nora and Ann  
Thibeau Halleran ‘87

Pam Collins Russell ‘87 
 and Kathy

We want to hear from you!
You’ve heard the phrase “six degrees of separation.”  When it 
comes to McAuley women, it’s reduced to three degrees.  
Everywhere you turn, you’ll find a McAuley girl.  We invite you 
to send us your stories – whether funny or endearing – of how 
you may have unexpectedly encountered a fellow Mighty Mac. 
Share and we might just include it in a future issue of Inscape! 



28

s c h o o l  n e w s

We were pleased to welcome 235 young women to  
the class of 2020 this August.  These ladies were excited 
to enter our door, charged to engage in our rigorous  
curriculum, and challenged to embrace the Mercy 
charism.  They know what embarking on their McAuley 
career will provide them with the competitive edge they 
will need to be successful in college and in their careers 
-- without sacrificing a happy and well-rounded social 
life.  Here are some fun stats on the Class of 2020 and 
words from a few of our newest scholarship recipients 
from the class.  

Admission Update

My freshman year is underway, and so far it has  
been exciting and new. I have wonderful teachers;  
they are so kind and are very understanding. 
   M A R Y  H O R A N  ’ 2 0

CLASS OF 2020
235 STUDENTS
115 LEGACY STUDENTS

70
23

ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOLS

CITIES & 
TOWNS

R E P R E S E N T I N G

10 TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE  
SCHOLARSHIPS

JULY

AGATHA O’BRIEN SCHOLARS 
(testing 95% or higher on the entrance exam)

MOST POPULAR BIRTH MONTH 

21

MOST POPULAR NAMES 
1.  EMILY; KATHRYN/KATHERINE/ 
     KATHARINE (tied)

2.  GRACE; MARY (tied)

3.  MOLLY

I love being at an all-girls school where I have no  
distractions and I can focus on my work! I have  
found myself becoming more confident and learning 
things about myself that I didn’t realize before.  
   M O R G A N  M R O Z  ‘ 2 0
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Girls Night Out  Friday, December 9, 2016  |  6:00pm – 9:00pm

One Last Look Open House  Thursday, January 12, 2017  |  7:00pm – 8:00pm

High School Placement Test  Saturday, January 14, 2017  |  8:00am

Shadow Days  7th & 8th grade girls are welcome weekdays through December 11th.  Call to register.

Do you know a McAuley girl?  
Help them get started on their lifetime advantage! Invite her to these upcoming events: 

PERFORM WITH PASSION

mighty macs...

IMAGINE AND CREATE FIND THEIR VOICES PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE

STRENGTHEN THEIR FAITH THINK CRITICALLY TRAVEL THE WORLD DISCOVER NEW TALENTS

COMPETE WITH INTEGRITY CELEBRATE TRADITION FIND COMPASSION MAKE FRIENDS FOR LIFE
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School News
60th Anniversary Mass 
In honor of our 60th year at our current campus, Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High 
School commemorated the occasion on September 1 with a special liturgy celebrated by 
Most Reverend Archbishop Blase J. Cupich of Chicago. Students, faculty, staff, alumnae, 
Sisters of Mercy and honored guests gathered in the school gymnasium to share in the  
observance of the school’s history and heritage.  Assisting with the liturgy was Deacon Robert Cislo, theology faculty member. During the 
Mass the Archbishop blessed items to be placed in a special time capsule, which will be buried on campus. 

Prior to 1956 the school was known as Saint Xavier Academy – which educated 
young women in grades K-12 – and was located at 49th and Cottage Grove.   
Seeing the demand for educational options in the expanding Chicago Southland, 
the Sisters of Mercy drew plans for the construction of a new school at the  
southwest corner of the city proper. Cardinal Stritch of Chicago later suggested  
the school change its name to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School, in 
honor of the foundress of the Sisters of Mercy.   

Throughout our 60 years, Mother McAuley has witnessed the advancement of  
its academic, arts and athletic programs; the expansion of the building and  
beautification of the grounds, and the growth of the student body, faculty and staff.   

Mercy Day
Congratulations to our 2016 Catherine McAuley Award  
recipients: Learning Resource Coordinator Mrs. Julianne  
Alvarado and Faith Primozic ‘17!  McAuley bestows the  
Catherine McAuley Award on a student and faculty/staff 
member who demonstrate a deep faith and commitment to the 
school and the students which inspire their co-workers, students 
and family members to be better stewards of Catherine’s vision.  
Faith and Mrs. Alvarado embody Catherine’s spirit because of 
their kind and compassionate demeanor and because of the 
service they perform which makes our school a better place. 

Mrs. Alvarado is entering her tenth year at McAuley as the 
Learning Resource Coordinator. Each day, she continues the 

work of Catherine McAuley by  
ensuring that each student will learn  
to her fullest capacity.  Every minute  
of her job requires her to assist students 
with individual needs, both those who 
have special learning needs and those 
who seek extra help. She exudes kind-
ness, patience, and compassion even on 
her busiest days. Perhaps her very best 
quality is the genuine care and compas-
sion she has for all around her. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
awarded her the Archdiocesan Service Award and she was a 
nominee for the Learning Disability Association of Illinois’s  
Sam Kirk Award for Special Education.

Faith Primozoc is an active member and leader of National 
Honor Society (NHS), Catherine McAuley Honors Scholars, 
Spanish Honor Society, National Art Honor Society,  
Liturgical Ensemble, Math Macs, Emerging Mac Leaders, and 
Tightly Knit Community.  Beyond school, she has volunteered 
at a local food pantry and library, she helped lead and organize a 
toiletry drive, and she regularly tutors through NHS and Spanish 
Honor Society. As vice president for NHS, Faith coordinates 
tutoring to ensure help travels to the student rather than waiting 
for the student to seek extra help. She acts as the liaison  
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athletics
Soccer
Denny Clanton was recently named McAuley’s new varsity soccer coach. Clanton previously 
coached for various clubs in the Chicago area including the Chicago Fire Jrs., Pegasus and  
Elmhurst Soccer Club. 

“Denny is a high energy coach who brings tremendous soccer knowledge and experience to his 
position,” said Laurie Jacubczak, Mother McAuley athletic director. 

Clanton got his start in soccer at Waubonsie Valley High School in Aurora, where he was 
awarded All-Conference Honors, All-Area Honors, All-Midwest Honors and named Player of the 
Year by both the Beacon News and the Daily Herald in 1999. He also was selected for the All-State team by both the Chicago Tribune and 
the Sun-Times in 1999. After graduating from the University of Dayton, Clanton was drafted by the Chicago Fire in 2004 and played 
professionally with the team from 2004-2006, and later with the Chicago Storm of the Major Indoor Soccer League. 

Clanton said he is excited about coaching at McAuley and is looking forward to seeing the players develop as the season progresses. 
When asked if he has a philosophy about coaching, Clanton said he believes in competing. “I believe you learn a lot from playing sports, 
including discipline, respect and teamwork, many things that I hope will carry over into the players’ daily lives, the same as it has for me.” 

between teachers and 
tutors to schedule study 
sessions prior to tests.  
While her greatest 
strength is her kind, 
gentle, and selfless 
approach in caring for 
everyone around her, she 
is also recognized for her 
talent in art. She has led 
the junior high digital art 
workshop, created the cover of the yearbook, repre-
sented McAuley’s Visual Arts program at open houses, 
performed art demos at Alumnae Paint Night, worked 
the art summer camps, drew portraits for children in 
Romania and face paints at many charity events. 

Mercy Day celebrates September 24, 1827, the day 
Catherine McAuley opened the first House of Mercy 
– a place to shelter and educate women and girls – 
on Lower Baggot Street in Dublin, Ireland.  Mother 
McAuley celebrates with a special student assembly 
which features the retelling of the story of Catherine 
McAuley and the award presentation.

Volleyball
The Mighty Mac varsity  
volleyball team is off to 
another phenomenal  
season! The team is ranked 
NUMBER ONE in the  
nation according to Prep 
Volleyball.com.

After finishing the regular 
season with at 33-1, the  
Macs are poised to continue 
their momentum into  
post-season play. 
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Emerging Mac Leaders  
Forty-seven students are part of the new Emerging MAC Leaders, a club which aims to provide students with the necessary tools to  
develop and effectively execute leadership skills to be used in all aspects of life. The members of the club, which is made up of both  
student government members and leaders from other clubs appointed by their moderator, will attend two seminars every quarter.  
Each seminar will focus on a skill and topic that is essential to effective leadership. At the conclusion of the year students will receive 
leadership certification. In addition, Emerging MAC Leaders will host speakers, who have held various leadership roles, to talk with  
students and share their experience about leadership and obstacles faced as a leader. Speakers for the year include Carol Martinelli  
Bartucci ’81, CIO of ComEd and VP of Digital Grid in the Exelon Utilities IT organization, and Kerry Ryan Lynch ’95, leader  
of the Choose Kind campaign. 

Faculty member and student activities coordinator and 
founder of Emerging MAC Leaders, Cassie Saunders says 
“These leadership skills we are teaching are very important 
for our students to know because they are life skills. It’s im-
portant for them to walk out the doors of Mother McAuley 
prepared to handle whatever college, their future career or 
what life in general throws at them.” 

The first meeting of the Leaders featured brothers Matthew 
and Joseph Moheban, co-founders of 220 Youth Leadership, 
a program whose mission is to ‘help students enhance  
potential, maximize performance, and achieve ultimate 
goals.’  

clubs & organizations
McAuley Money Makers 
McAuley recently introduced a new investment club for students 
this year called the “Money Makers Club.” Led by current father and 
investor at Jackson Capital, Paul Duggan, father of Allison ‘19 and 
Samantha ‘19, president Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75, and 
mathematics faculty member Mrs. Mary Swanson, the club gives 
students the opportunity to become more knowledgeable in financial 
literacy.  

Students picked a stock to follow at the beginning of the year, and have spent meetings discussing the changes in their stocks from  
previous weeks. Recent news and events make their way into the conversation, as well, as they evaluate what has made their stock’s  
prices drop or rise, how and why those prices might change in the future, and additional stocks in which they might want to invest.  

To make the conversation more relevant to high school students, girls were encouraged to follow stocks for companies that they  
frequently support. Costco, Hershey’s, Dunkin Donuts, Netflix, Buffalo Wild Wings, Google, Facebook, Starbucks, Target and Ulta 
Beauty are just some examples of stocks the students chose. 

Alumnae working in the finance field have spoken to the group about the abundance of career options available to them. Each has told 
their own story, detailing their college studies and career paths, before sharing tips and opening up the floor for questions.  Thanks to the 
following supporters and alumnae: Mary Anne Smrz, Financial Advisor at Waddell & Reed Inc.; Laura Shallow ‘75, Group Senior 
VP at Standard Bank; Molly Vandeveld ‘84, Senior Vice President at Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.; Jennifer Costello 
Fortner ‘94, Managing Director at Goldman Sachs; Carol Hannon Lyons ‘73, Investment Consultant at Lyon Financial Services,  
and Barb Hamel ‘75, Senior Vice President at the Bank of America. 
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Congratulations to our two National Merit Commended Students, 
Faith Primozic ‘17 and Lindsey Tryban ’17. These students  
scored in the top three percent of the 1.6 million testers on the PSAT  
as juniors.  

Art student, Suzy Devane ‘17, and daughter of Elizabeth Graber 
Devane ’87, recently signed a license agreement with a publishing 
company to use her artwork entitled, “The Lady” for the cover of a 
book.  The book is a memoir written by a young woman who turned 
away from a promiscuous lifestyle in order to embrace a relationship 
with God.  The publisher anticipates the book will be released this fall.  

Brenna McGathey ’17 will participate on the All-State crew for 
“Sweeney Todd” in January 2017. Brenna’s talent is as a make-up artist, 
which is a unique skill. Brenna has done makeup for children in the 
McAuley summer theatre camps, both applying it and teaching effects 
to campers. Brenna is taking three theatre courses this coming year and 
plans to study technical theatre in college. 

 

student achievements & accolades

Faith Primozic ‘17 Lindsey Tryban ’17

LUMA Exhibit: Celebrating 60 years  
of Visual Arts at McAuley  
Mother McAuley student art work is on display as part of the Jean Morman Unsworth 
Art Expressways exhibition at the Loyola University Museum of Art (LUMA).    
Artwork exhibited in this show is from both regular Studio and Advanced Placement 
Studio students. It demonstrates a variety of 2D media and techniques. The theme of 
“Celebrating 60 years of Visual Arts at McAuley” is a reflection on the founder of our 
art program, Jean Morman Unsworth.  Jean’s original work still adorns the walls of the 
school. Pictured is Sara Bryja ’17 (left) and senior Brenda Cabada ’17. 

Suzy Devane ‘17 Brenna McGathey ‘17
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Sister of Mercy, Sheila Megley   
60 year jubilarian 

Sister Sheila Megley was born in Binghamton, NY, and entered the Sisters 
of Mercy in Chicago. She previously was development director of Mother 
McAuley High School and president of St. Francis High School, in Wheaton, 
IL, before being elected to the leadership team of the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Regional Community of Chicago in 2006. In 2008, she was elected to the first 
leadership team of the newly formed West Midwest Community. Her current 
ministry is service as a trustee. She lives at Mercy Circle, Chicago.   

Sister of Mercy, Corinne Raven   
50 year jubilarian 

Sister Corinne Raven has served in the ministry of education at Siena High 
School and Mother McAuley, and with the Archdiocese of Chicago. She  
currently serves as Director of the Network for Mercy Education, a position  
she has held since 1999.  She was a teacher at Mother McAuley from 1977  
to ‘87 and principal from 1987 to ‘97. She received her B.A. in English from 
Saint Xavier University in 1971. 

Sister of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,  
Sr. Elizabeth Pardo, IHM 
60 year jubilarian 

Sister Elizabeth Pardo grew up in Detroit and maintains a deep love for the  
city of her birth, but she has called Chicagoland home since she was first  
missioned to St. Felicitas on the city’s south side in 1971. She has ministered 
in both public and private institutions as teacher, program director, supervisor 
and principal. Chicago also made available rich opportunities to grow  
spiritually. She has kept up to date in theology with coursework at the  
Catholic Theological Union, earned a master’s degree in Christian spirituality 
at Creighton University and completed an internship in retreat work in North 
Wales.   Sr. Liz currently works as the grant writer for Mother McAuley.

Congratulations to these sisters who are celebrating milestone  
anniversaries in their commitment to religious life!
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YOUR GIFT... 

• supports the Mercy mission  
of Catherine McAuley to  
develop students that think  
critically and engage in the  
world with a compassionate  
heart.

• is an opportunity to share  
your McAuley experience  
with the next generation.

• delivers essential  
unrestricted support for  
our students, faculty and 
facilities.

• is a tax deductible 
contribution.

• provides a lifetime  
advantage of a Mother 
McAuley education to  
all students.

• is a thank you to the 
dedicated faculty who 
prepared you for  
the future.

• funds the silent  
scholarships that help  
keep tuition affordable  
when tuition runs out.

• makes tomorrow possible  
for every student.

ONLINE GIVING via credit card at mothermcauley.org. It’s safe and secure.

CHECKS Please make payable to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School.

PLEDGES Gift payments spread over a period of time can be scheduled via online payment.

GIFTS OF SECURITIES OR ASSETS Under the Internal Revenue Code, gifts of long term 
appreciated property can be highly advantageous because allowable deduction is based on 
the securities’ market value at the time the gift is made, not your cost. No tax is imposed on 
capital gain.

IN-KIND DONATIONS Such gifts can include equipment, fine arts, books and other 
collections and supplies that benefit faculty, staff, and students.

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS A gift to McAuley in honor, or in memory of an individual 
can include a scholarship or dedication of a building or specific room. Your name could 
underwrite a pivotal strategic initiative that will help us continue to prosper.

LIFE INSURANCE A gift of whole life insurance can be made by naming the school as 
the irrevocable owner and beneficiary of the policy. These types of gifts require charitable 
contributions from the donor to Mother McAuley in the amount of any premiums which may 
become due.

RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS Individual Retirement Accounts or company plans may be l 
eft to Mother McAuley by naming us as beneficiary. 

TRUSTS, WILLS, AND BEQUESTS You can include Mother McAuley in your will or trust, 
including living trusts and charitable remainder trusts.

MATCHING GIFTS Alumnae and friends can double their gift to Mother McAuley if their 
employer is a matching gift company.

VOLUNTEER The gift of time spent in service to McAuley is a rewarding way to become 
involved with the school. We welcome volunteers for many of our committees, programs  
and events. Your involvement is a wonderful way to actively support our mission.

PRAYERS Commit yourself to prayers for McAuley, one of the most meaningful ways to 
demonstrate your support and love for McAuley and its mission. As Catherine herself wrote, 
“Prayer will do more (to solve our difficulties)... than all the money in the Bank of Ireland.  
Let us pray well and never grow weary.”

Please visit our website, mothermcauley.org/giving to learn more, or contact the  
Institutional Advancement Office at 773-881-6557.

Ways 
to 

Give
Your gift is important.
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Palm Beach, Florida  FEBRUARY 23, 2017 

REGIONAL REUNIONS
Ω
Join us for one of these very special regional reunions.

Alumnae in these areas are encouraged to join school president, 
Mary Acker Klingenberger ’75 for a very special evening.   
Come enjoy conversation, cocktails and camaraderie with  
fellow alumnae and members of the Saint Xavier Academy  
and Mother McAuley community.  More information to follow.

The Mighty Macs are hitting the road!


