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“We are standing on the shoulders of those who came 
before us.” It is a phrase heard often throughout the 
halls of Mother McAuley.  It references the gratitude and 
reverence that we feel for those who paved the way for 
us to become what McAuley is today: a place where we 
set girls on a path to become the very best women they 
imagine - academically, emotionally and spiritually.  

As our school community celebrates our individual and 
collective success today, it is not without recognition for those 
who pioneered the trail that brought us to this point.  From 
the founding of the Sisters of Mercy by Catherine McAuley, 
to Sister Agatha O’Brien and others from the order who 
established roots in Chicago to open Saint Xavier Academy 
for Females, to the religious and lay faculty who advanced our 
mission throughout the years. 

As with any issue of Inscape, we seek to share stories that 
capture the spirit of our heritage. In this edition you will read 
about some of our history, as told by alumnae of Saint Xavier 
Academy -- the school from which Mother McAuley was born.  
In hearing these stories, we can’t help but give praise and thanks 
to God for all those who have gone before us and for their 
service, courage, artfulness, vision and diligence.  We are richer, 
stronger, and perhaps more intentional in our mission thanks to 
the efforts of our predecessors.

There is so much promise in knowing that we are fulfilling our 
purpose to enrich young women and prepare them to bring about 
change within our world.  Standing on the shoulders of those 
who came before us is what propels us toward success.

Thank you for your continued support of the lifetime advantage 
of a McAuley education.

In Mercy,

 
 
Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75 
President
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“It was a real oasis,” says Pat.  “The world was opened to 
us, and we were prepared for a world that was different for 
women then.”  

In November 1899, construction of Saint Xavier Academy 
began at 49th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue, which 
became the fifth site of the Academy since Sister Agatha 
O’Brien and the first contingent of the Sisters of Mercy 
arrived in Chicago in 1846 and opened the first all-girls’ 
school.  

The campus included the Academy for students in 1st 
through 8th grade; Saint Xavier High School, and Saint 
Xavier College. All were housed in the same building, and 
each given its one floor. The nuns who taught at the school 
lived on the fourth floor.  

The campus would remain in existence for 55 years, and 
become the precursor to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts 
High School, which opened its doors at its current location 
in September 1956 -- a move necessitated by increasing 
enrollment and deteriorating buildings.  The name change 
for the school was at the request of Cardinal Stritch, 
Archbishop of Chicago, who felt the new school should be 
named after the foundress of the Sisters of Mercy.

Today’s Mother McAuley students may be confounded to 
learn that the entire enrollment at the Academy was just one 
tenth of today’s student body.  “We were a small school, 
with only about 25 girls in each class, so you got to know 
everyone; the entire school ate meals together” says Pat. 
“There were 37 girls in our graduating class,” shared Marge. 

Long before there was Mercy chapel.  
Long before there was the main gym, adorned with 
championship banners. Long before kilts and fleece 
pullovers. Long before any of these staples of Mother 
McAuley, there was Saint Xavier Academy and High School.  
Bussed in, or traveling on street cars, girls from from South 
Shore and surrounding areas, were greeted each morning 
by stately buildings, well-manicured grounds, and nuns who 
would provide them with an education seeped in the rich 
Mercy tradition, and so much more. 

This part of our heritage is foreign to many alumnae of 
Mother McAuley, and yet it is essential in understanding the 
roots from which we continue to cultivate and provide an 
education that offers young girls from across Chicagoland a 
lifetime advantage. 

On September 12, alumnae from Saint Xavier Academy 
(SXA) and Saint Xavier High School will gather at the Union 
League Club of Chicago for a special reunion luncheon to 
celebrate their past, and honor the legacy of the sisters who 
inspired them. Although many of the original Saint Xavier 
Academy buildings may be gone, except for the former 
science hall which remains, the memories of their time as 
students permeates much of their lives. 

Inscape recently spoke with Marge Livingston Wild ’55 
and Pat Daley Martino ’54, Academy alumnae and the 
duo spearheading the reunion luncheon. They shared their 
memories of what made SXA such an endearing place to  
so many women. 

Embracing Our History & Heritage: 
A Look at Saint Xavier Academy
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An education at the Academy included learning how to 
behave as cultured women. “There was an elegant and 
refined way of learning,” says Pat. “We were taught to be 
gracious, dignified and refined women.” 

Students were taught how to dress and interact 
appropriately at social events, such as formal teas.  At the 
same time, the young women embraced their time as 
teenagers.  

“We loved to dance along to the music from the Wurlitzer 
jukebox in the basement lounge,” remembers Pat. “And our 
dances were held at De la Salle High School for boys.”

During school hours, a strict policy was enforced: No talking 
in the halls while passing between classes, and the girls were 
expected to be in full uniform.

“They were very strict with the uniform policy,” says Marge. 

“We wore blue plaid skirts, with a white blouse and blazer, 
and nylons – which we usually kept in our lockers, along with 
our tied oxfords, so we could change into our loafers after 
school!” says Pat. 

“I think the nun who ran the bookstore had a franchise 
going with all the nylons she sold!” added Marge.

What permeates Marge and Pat’s memories more than 
anything are their memories of the teachers, all of whom 
were Sisters of Mercy. 

“The brilliance of the teachers was amazing,” says Pat.  
“They were scholars; beautifully educated women who 
taught us to do our best and aim high. Independence was 
stressed, as was that we were not at school to earn our 
‘M.R.S.’ degree but rather to fulfill ourselves and to give 
back.

Sadly, as the number of religious vocations declined, so did 
the number of Sisters that fill the role of teacher. Yet, just as 
students today often hold a special place in their hearts for 
teachers, so do Marge and Pat. 

“Sister Inviolata was the president and Sr. Ignace was the 
principal, and Sr. Olivia taught Science and did missionary 
work with the students,” says Pat. Sr. Noreen was our Music 
and Choral teacher. She was so much fun, and was the one 
who escorted us to Sunset Point, a retreat center in northern 

Wisconsin’s Eagle River area,” adds Marge. (Editor’s note: 
Sunset Point was owned by the Sisters of Mercy and each 
winter seniors made the pilgrimage to the property to enjoy 
skiing, ice skating and other outdoor activities. The property 
was sold in 1974.) “I remember Sr. Madeline taught History, 
and I had Sr. Rosella Marie for French,” shares Pat.

“They were not what many would consider your 
stereotypical sisters; they were educated women who just 
happened to also be Sisters of Mercy,” says Pat.  “They 
made us feel as if the world was our oyster, and we were 
encouraged to elevate our minds and our goals – that was 
unique.”

In 1934, the Academy was integrated with Saint Xavier 
College, allowing select eleventh and twelfth grade students 
to enroll in courses which earned them college credit. The 
college was located on the third floor of the main building.

While competitive sports weren’t offered back then, the 
musicals were popular among the students. One major 
difference between the productions of today and yesterday? 
The male roles were played by Academy girls.  

“The Sisters were described as one of the ‘best things about Saint Xavier,’  
that they truly loved you (students).”

Please join us for a very special afternoon.

Saint Xavier Academy  
Alumnae Reunion

Saturday, September 12, 2015 
12:00 p.m.

The Union League Club of Chicago 
65 W Jackson Blvd.  |  Chicago, IL 60604

Valet parking 
Guest rooms available

A formal invitation will follow in July.

Save the Date
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1950
Anntherese Brodie Hart
June Irmiger Taylor

1951
Joan Cady 
Marykay Hall 
Donna Hile 
Joan Lovelle Ring
Linda Marinelli Landor
Eileen Mulcahy 
Pat Norlander Anderson
Mary Pabst 
Aleda Walsh 

1952
Jean Ablaza Grogan
Myrna Cepek 
Emily Davis Viverito
Elizabeth Finn 
Patricia Garvey McCann
Loretta Gilskey Mulloy
Patricia Keleher Odom
Barbara Kiley 
Jeanne Leonard 
Patricia Lewis 
Barbara Rufh 
Patricia Sheehan 
Valentine Ziemba Harrer

1953
Judy Clark 
Nancy Cosgrove 
Gloria Heaton 
Mary Mangan 
June McFarland Blankemeier

1954
Dolores Gogolak 
Marilee Milroy Stretch
Sheila Stromberg Braun

1955
Mary Catherine Anderson 
Virginia Anderson 
Elizabeth Calabrese Eubanks
Betty MacMurray 
Mary Joan O’Hern Tamborski

1956
Judy Coyle Roth
Valerie Ericson Bauer
Dawn Goodman 
Jean Marsh 
Patricia Murray Heiden
Stephanie Sweeney 
Mary Sweeney Walsh
Arlene Torgenson 

1957
Mary Daly 

1958
Mary Attermeyer 
Marsha Bulaw Madden
Janice Cady 
Joan Kubiak Skorzewski
Marcia Lyons 
Grace Moss Oei
Dorothy O’Brien Okrey
Carol Sherlock Cortilet
Jackie Walsh Lewis

1959
Maureen Ballard Beedy
Barbara Barre Sparacino
Juliann Brown Colletti
Lynn Clair 
Patricia Dunn Sammon
Barbara Freeburn McKee
Margaret Heeran Holman
Eloise Howaniec 
Meril Polito Lathem
Marie Schilling 
Janet Stone Winters

Help us find these classmates!

If you have address or email  
information for any of these  
ladies, please forward the  
contact information to  
SXA Reunion Co-Chair:  
Marge Livingston 
1780 Sunset Ridge Road 
Northbrook, IL 60062  
or email to Marge at  
mliv663@gmail.com

1950-1959 Saint Xavier Academy, Missing Classmates

“I remember Joan Bransfield ’52 played the lead male role in “The Gondeliers,” 
shares Marge.

The tradition of McAuley women graduating in long, white formal gowns, dates 
back to the inception of Saint Xavier Academy. It remains one of the most noted 
distinctions of Mother McAuley. At the Academy, graduating seniors invited a junior 
student to serve as their graduation attendant. Graduation took place in the chapel  
at the Academy. 

“You had an attendant of your choice, usually a junior who walked with you,” says 
Marge. “There was so much pomp and circumstance for the occasion; it was quite 
beautiful.”

More than anything, Marge and Pat are grateful for the kindness and dedication 
of the Sisters. “Many may assume the nuns were cold and strict, but I think the 
consensus among us is that they were approachable and warm, and fostered a 
religious and familial feeling that you didn’t get elsewhere,” says Marge. 

“I truly loved our school, our friends, and our teachers. They were marvelous mentors. 
We felt immersed in an environment which was like that of a family – friendly, warm 
and caring,” shares Pat. 

Many of those friendships continue today, and others hope to be rekindled when  
they gather in September. 

We ask that you help us update our records by contacting us with information on any missing classmates.
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Sisters in Service: McAuley Alumnae find 
Fulfillment at Ronald McDonald House Charities 

Four McAuley alums from three different decades. Beyond their shared passion 
for reminiscing about their days as Mighty Macs, these women now share a 
passion for serving others; namely, service through their respective roles working 
for Ronald McDonald House Charities. Inscape sat down with Anne Czarnecki 
‘98, Senior House Director, Ronald McDonald House near Advocate Children’s 
Hospital; Lindsay Hickey ‘04, Director of Database Operations; Mary Jo 
McDonough Needham ‘76, Ronald McDonald Family Room Manager;  
Mary Eileen Sullivan ‘10, Resident Manager, Ronald McDonald House  
near Advocate Children’s Hospital.

They recounted friendships forged and memories made as their walked the halls of McAuley, and how their education served as a 
springboard for the work they perform today in their respective jobs working for Ronald McDonald Charities of Chicago and  
Northwest Indiana.

Visit our website to read the complete interview!

Read more about the amazing 
efforts of our McAuley family 
members.  Scan this QR code,  
or visit our website to read  
these complete stories.

web extras

One to Watch: Alumnae Spotlight on Karen Spears ‘13

Karen Spears is enrolled as a sophomore at the University of Missouri, where she 
is pursuing a degree in journalism. This ambitious McAuley graduate, who currently 
serves as a Google Student Ambassador, has set her sights high and already is making 
progress toward her ultimate career goal of owning her own advertising and PR 
company. Karen shared with Inscape memories of her years at McAuley and why she 
feels her McAuley education set the stage for her success in college.

What’s the greatest thing you learned at McAuley?
To think outside the box and to look at things differently, and not to be afraid.  
McAuley was such a comfortable place. I’ve noticed in college that many girls are 
afraid to raise their hand, but my experience taught me the opposite. I was taught to 

be thoughtful about my response and how to engage in 
discussion and debate, and that has served me well in 
college. 

How did you determine that you wanted to attend Mother 
McAuley?
I initially planned on attending Gwendolyn Brooks or 
Whitney Young for high school, but then talked with 
some girls from my grade school who attended McAuley.  
I attended shadow day and from that point on, I fell in love with McAuley. I was fortunate to be a Daniel 
Murphy scholar while at McAuley, which was an enormous help for my family. (Editor’s note: Karen has 

an older sister who is 28, and a younger brother, now 11 years old.) Having the scholarship encouraged me to work hard because I don’t 
think McAuley would have been a viable option for me without the tuition assistance. 

Read more about Karen’s journey at McAuley and beyond on our website!

Extra! Extra! Read all About it…Online!
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The Mother McAuley/Saint Xavier Academy Alumnae Association held the school’s second annual, All-Class Reunion and McAuley 
Hall Induction ceremony on Saturday, October 25, 2014 on the school campus.

Established in 2013, McAuley Hall is a permanent installation at the school, serving to educate and inspire current and future students, 
and all who visit the school.  This year, seven women were selected, from more than 100 nominations, for induction into the Hall: 
Barbara Patrick O’Toole, SXA ’55, Margaret Dee Merrion ’67, Anne Edwards Cotter ’73, Trish Biondo Soltys ’85,  
Katie Schumacher Cawley ’97, Kerry Ryan Lynch ’98 and faculty member Sister Nancy Houlihan, RSM. 

“These women are a wonderful addition to our Hall of Honor,” says Lorri Johnson Nagle ‘81, president of the Mother McAuley & 
Saint Xavier Academy Alumnae Association. “The impact of a McAuley education can be seen and celebrated in their personal and 
professional accomplishments.  They put into action and live out every aspect of the lifetime advantage that exemplifies a McAuley 
education.  Confidence, compassion and advancement of the Mercy charism are the hallmarks of all McAuley women and their success.” 

To celebrate the honorees, the evening began with Mass celebrated by Father Mark Walter, pastor of Saint Linus parish.  A ceremony 
recognizing the inductees immediately followed the Mass during which a special video was shown to introduce each honoree.  Each 
honoree was then presented with their award plaque.

Guests were invited to stay for the All-Class Reunion held in the Dining Hall, Lounge and both gyms. Each decade had a designated area 
allowing for classmates to reconnect.  A buffet dinner, drinks and entertainment were provided. Alumnae classes which graduated in a 
year ending with a ‘4 or ‘9 were recognized as a “banner year class,” celebrating a 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th+ reunion.  

Reunion News
Second Annual McAuley Hall Induction and All-Class Reunion

Pictured from left to right are: Trish Biondo Soltys ’85, Kerry Ryan Lynch ’98, Mary Acker Kilngenberger ‘75, Patrick O’Toole (son of 
Barbara, deceased), Sister Nancy Houlihan, RSM, Katie Schumacher Cawley ’97, Margaret Dee Merrion ’67 and Anne Edwards Cotter ’73.
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Save the Date! 

Our 3rd annual McAuley Hall Induction and  
all-class reunion: Saturday, November 7, 2015!  
Nominations for the 2015 Hall of Honor are now 
being accepted.  Forms can be found on the  
alumnae webpage.

For more information on the 2014 honorees and 
their accomplishments, including a special video 
highlighting the women, please visit our website at 
mothermcauleyalums.org.

McAuley Hall  
Nominations Now Being  

Accepted!

Nominations are now being accepted for the  
2015 McAuley Hall of Honor.  Induction into  

McAuley Hall is a high honor bestowed upon members  
of The McAuley Family, which includes alumnae, parents, 
faculty, staff, and all who have supported, led, or served  

Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School/St. Xavier Academy, 
including the Sisters of Mercy. Inductees are selected from 
nominations submitted in a process open to all members  

of The McAuley Family. The nomination can be found  
on our website, mothermcauley.org, under the  

Quicklinks tab on the top right of the homepage,  
or under the “alumnae” page.  Nominations 

 are due no later than June 19, 2015.  
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McAuley welcomed back two wonderful groups of graduates as they celebrated 

their 50th reunions!  Held at McAuley, guests enjoyed Mass then cocktails and 

dinner.  Many toured the school and the evening was abound with stories of 

days gone by, special moments at McAuley and news of where their various life 

journeys have taken them.  

Banner Year Reunions
Class of 1964 

Friday, September 25, 2014

Thanks to the many women who  
helped plan the evening.

Class of 1965

Friday, April 24, 2015

Special thanks to Patty Reynolds Walsh ’65 and  
Carole Fiscella Condron ‘65 for spearheading the event.
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induction
McAuley Hall&

Saturday,  
November 7, 2015
Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School  |  3737 W. 99th Street
 

5:00 p.m.  
Mass & McAuley Hall Induction 
Open to all, no charge to attend

7:00 p.m. - Midnight 
Reunion 
All invited to attend! 
Featuring DJ, dance party, school tours & more!

TICKETS available online at  
www.mothermcauley.org
Early bird price of $40 through October 10th. 

Includes buffet dinner, soft drinks, beer & wine. 

$45 if purchased after October 10th or at the door.

Designated areas to visit with  
classmates for classes celebrating  
5, 10, 15, 20+ year Reunions! 
Visit mothermcauleyalums.org  
to find your class reps.

#MMcReunion
@MMcReunion

Connect with us on social media!

reunion
banner years 
1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2010
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Alumnae Events
Mark your calendars for these  
upcoming events!

Alumnae Volleyball League
That’s a wrap for the season! Thank you to Tracy 
Duffy Jarrett ’94, who coordinated the effort, and also 
to JoAnn Foertsch Altenbach ’76 and Maura Moran ’07  
for their assistance. The champions for this season’s  
Competitive Division are Kiley Raya ‘10, Jessica Galotta 
‘10, Grace Keane ‘10, Melanie Patton ‘10, Rachel Ryan 
‘10, Colleen Krahn ‘09, Vanessa Gallagher ‘09 and Jackie 
Cermak ‘10. The recreational league champions are Annie 
Earley ‘04, Bridget Carey ‘04, Katie Rooney ‘04, Katilin 
Earley ‘05, Cathy Moran ‘05 and Maura Moran ‘07.  
This is the first year both teams are taking home the  
championship. Congrats to all!

Career Day
Bakers, bankers, biochemists and more! These were just a 
few of the professions represented at our annual Career Day 
on March 27.  We welcomed nearly 40 alumnae back to the 
school to speak with students about their education and  
career paths. The day began with a continental breakfast for 
our guests, where they were welcomed by President Mary 
Acker Klingenberger ’75 who detailed all the exciting updates 
in the school. During lunch periods, students were invited to 
visit the lounge to speak with the alumnae.  
Thank you to all who participated!

Legacy Mass
The Alumnae Association held its annual Legacy Family Mass 
and breakfast on April 19. Held in Mercy Chapel, the Mass 
was celebrated by Father Tony Mazurkiewicz, O. Carm., and 
represented a special time for our families who have been  
educated in the Mercy tradition.  Legacy families are an  
integral part of who we are as a McAuley community, as well as 
a lifetime link to the Mercy tradition.  A special invitation was 
extended to families with daughters in the Class of 2019 who 
are now a part of the rich history and heritage.  

An Evening at Edgewood Valley Coun-
try Club 
Thank you to board members Anne Edwards Cotter ‘73  
and Ellen Napleton Roche ‘68 for hosting an evening cele-
brating the mission and work of Mother McAuley High School 
on April 29 at Edgewood Valley Country Club. More than 30 
alumnae attended the event to reconnect with the school and 
hear a presentation by president, Mary Acker Klingenberger 
’75.

Beverly Breast Cancer Walk
More than 200 members of the McAuley Community  
participated in the 16th Annual Beverly Breast  
Cancer Walk on Mother’s Day, May 10. The morning  
began with Mass celebrated by Father Tom Hurley in 
the McAuley Student Lounge.  Following Mass, all walk  
participants proceeded to Ridge Park, where the event began 
at 8:00 a.m., following a short speech and singing of the  
National Anthem, by Marie Lynch ‘17.  Team McAuley 
walkers, alumnae and friends stopped by our tent after the walk 
for a group picture and a special treat. Team McAuley took 
6th place in team size, raising more than $6,200 for the Little 
Company of Mary Hospital Comprehensive Breast Health 
Center!

“Putt & Party” 
Alumnae Scholarship Golf Outing and Dinner 
Friday, July 17
It’s time to dust off those golf clubs and get ready to tee up for 
the annual Alumnae Scholarship Golf Outing and Dinner.  
Alumnae and friends are invited to spend the afternoon on the 
links at Stony Creek Golf Course in Oak Lawn, then enjoy 
drinks and dinner, entertainment and raffles.  Proceeds from 
the outing fund the Traditional of Excellence Scholarship for 
legacy students.  Registration is now open on our website.

Macs at McGinnis Pub 
Saturday, August 1
We’ll save you a seat to celebrate the last vestiges of summer! 
Join us as we relax with a cool cocktail on the beautiful stone 
patio at the McGinnis Pub (227 W. 7th St.) in Michigan City, 
Indiana.  Just steps from Lighthouse Mall and the shores of 
Lake Michigan, the pub is a wonderful place to rest your weary 
feet or shake them free of the sand.  Our hostess and alumna, 
Terri Duggan McGinnis ‘68 has renovated this beautiful  
1887 home and converted it into a full restaurant and bar.  
Complimentary appetizers will be provided, and each guest will 
receive one free cocktail and some fun McAuley gear! Be sure 
to R.S.V.P. on our website.

In case you missed it...
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births
Jennifer Cronin Hanes ’98 and 
husband Josh welcomed son Declan 
Joshua on July 9, 2013.

Colleen Crowe Nerat ’94 and 
husband Jason welcomed daughter 
Annabel Irene on September 13, 2013.

Anita Remijas ’71 welcomed 
granddaughter Lila Nagisa Bertucci,  
born October 10, 2013.

Jasmine Aurzada Cousins ’00, 
husband Anthony and son A.J. 
welcomed Jace  
Levi on May 13, 2014.

Coleen Roberts-Erickson ’02 and 
husband Patrick welcomed son William 
Patrick Erickson on May 28, 2014.

Donna Jauregui Zloza ’96, husband 
Andrew and children Zack, Alex and 
Sammy welcomed Josephine on July 
23, 2014.

Emily Mitsdarffer Meyer ’01, husband 
Joshua and daughter M.J. welcomed 
Ramona Eloise on August 26, 2014.

   deaths
Karen Sheriff ‘65 passed away in May 
2011. 

Barbara Hames ‘65 passed away 
November 30, 2011.

James B. Lynn, husband of Claudia J. 
Schrei Lynn ’62 passed away October 
22, 2012.

Ann Shaughnessey, SXA ‘43 passed 
away on December 27, 2013.

James E. Nevels, father of Mareya 
Nevels Marmoll ‘93, Katrina Nevels 
Murrihy ‘94, and Reneè Nevels ‘95 
passed away February 17, 2014.

Clifford Fosse, husband of Mary 
Shanahan Fosse ’67 and brother-in-
law of Kathryn Shanahan Gentile ’69 
passed away June 28, 2014.

John Martus, father of Christine 
Martus Byrnes ’90 and Katherine 
Martus Gaseor ’81 passed away July 
7, 2014. 

Alumna Patricia Grogan ’72, sister of 
Mary Grogan Lattanzio ’70 passed 
away August 13, 2014.

Mary Boyle Kulleck ‘64, sister of 
Martha Boyle Hurley ‘68 passed away 
August 20, 2014.

Peg O’Donovan, mother of Fr. Marty 
O’Donovan, past Celebration honoree, 
passed away in September 2014.

Kathy McKeon, mother of Suzie 
McKeon ‘87 and Katie McKeon-
Lopez ‘94 passed away on September 
1, 2014. 

Maureen O ‘Hara ‘61 passed away 
September 15, 2014.

Sister Mary Vincent Schafer, RSM, 
and former staff member, passed away 
September 19, 2014.

         marriages
Victoria Cazares ’06 married Amiya Lane 
on October 2, 2007.

Kathleen Bour Burke ’92 married David 
Burke on October 9, 2010.

Aileen McEldowney Richard ’03 married 
Kent Richard on October 12, 2013. 

Sarah Fitschen Murphy ’07 married 
Matthew Lee Murphy on September 20, 
2014.

Katherine Nowicki Hall ’05 married 
Micah Hall on November 8, 2014.

Staff member Pat Klinger Labarge 
‘72 became a grandmother to Maggie 
and Claire, twin daughters of Colleen 
Labarge Heath ‘00 born September 
6, 2014.

Carrie Brne Stolfi ’93 and husband 
Jim, and son Sean welcomed Ryan 
Joseph on September 17, 2014.

Megan Marron Zilinger ’96 and 
husband James welcomed Shane Niall 
on September 19, 2014.

Deb Westerhoff Wlodarski ’73 
welcomed granddaughter Hazel 
Catherine on October 7, 2014.

Faculty member and alumna Nora 
Capron Gifford ’02 and husband 
Adam welcomed daughter Hennessy 
“Essy” Elizabeth Gifford on October 
16, 2014. 

Georgina Giffin-Rao ’04 and husband 
Yathindar Giffin-Rao welcomed son 
Kailas Oliver on October 19, 2014.

Julia Gory Taylor ’09, husband 
Matthew and children Mason Scott 
and Nolan Ruane welcomed Maxwell 
Fitzgerald on October 22, 2014. 

LaShelle Eichelberger Royster 
’94, husband Solomon and children 
Christopher and DeMarcius welcomed 
Londyn Anita on November 13, 2014. 

Erin Harris Heidemann ’96, husband 
Jay and children Jack, Michael and 
Elizabeth welcomed Leigha Jane on 
March 7, 2015.  

Faculty member Becky Finn and her 
husband, Chris, welcomed Lily Ann 
Finn on March 27, 2015.

Kathleen (Katie) Harris Rao ’02 and 
her husband William welcomed William 
George on April 17. 

Alumna and faculty member Teresa 
O’Connell LeCompte ’69 welcomed 
fourth grandchild, Declan Robert, on 
May 8, 2015.

Faculty member Shelby Lukasik and 
husband Bill welcomed Nolan Andrew 
on May 22, 2015.
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Mike Keaty, father of alumna and 
faculty member Cathy Keaty O’Grady 
’86 passed away September 25, 2014. 
He is the father-in-law to Kathleen 
Saviano Keaty ‘72, Nancy Brennan 
Keaty ’78 and grandfather to Colleen 
Joyce ‘98, Erin Keaty Rech ‘99, 
Jennifer Kaufmann ‘01, Carrie Joyce 
Nowicki ‘01, Meghan Kaufmann 
Desmond ’05, Tess Joyce ‘05, Bridget 
Keaty ‘05, Christine Kaufmann ’07, 
Eileen Keaty ‘09, Molly McGinty ‘14, 
Nora Keaty ‘14, Maggie O’Grady 
’15, Grace Keaty, 15, Carly Bowen 
’16 and Lydia Keaty ’16.

Richard “Dick” Fossier, father of Cathy 
Reynolds ’83 passed away October 6, 
2014.

Anneliese Martinkus, mother of Lauren 
Martinkus ’09 and aunt of Rebecca 
Rodl ’07 passed away October 27, 
2012.

Daniel J. Walsh, father of Katie Walsh 
Ward ‘86 and Kelly Walsh Moore ‘90 
passed away December 14, 2014.

Warren Sheddy and Theresa Sheddy, 
parents of Margaret Sheddy Faulkner 
‘93 and Bridget Sheddy ‘95 passed 
away October 1, 2014 and March 9, 
2015, respectively. 

Mary T. LaDouceur ’65, sister of Julia 
LaDouceur Kubik ’70 passed away 
December 26, 2014.

Robert J. Ready father of Jane Ready-
Luckman ’65, Julie Ready Kay ’66, 
Liz Ready Mills ’78 and Rosemary 
Read Logue ’80 passed away January 
5, 2015.

Therese Ruth Horton Meslar, 
grandmother of Eileen Meslar ’07 
passed away January 8, 2015.

Joseph J. Kosman grandfather of 
Meghan Kosman ’10 passed away in 
February 2015.

Millicent T. Cahill, mother of Nancy 
Cahill Walaszek ‘74, Barbara Cahill 
Brosnan ‘75, Mary Eileen Cahill ‘79, 
Joan Cahill Boyce ‘82, Jane Cahill ‘84; 
grandmother of Maureen Walaszek 
Walsh ‘97, Erin Walaszek ‘99, Anne 
Walaszek Lunkes ‘01, and Emily Cahill 
‘17 passed away January 16, 2015.

Cheryl Butler Hamang sister of Sheila 
Butler King ‘64 passed away February 
21, 2015. 

Marge Ambrose Czajkowski ‘74 
passed away February 22, 2015.

Robert Olson, father-in-law of Jeannie 
Clarkin Olson ‘94 passed away 
February 26, 2015.

Andrew Chatlos, father of Christine 
Chatlos Hartel ’65, Phyllis Chalos ’67, 
Susan Chatlos ’70, Nancy Chatlos 
Butcher ’74, Rita Chatlos Correa ’76 
and Lisa Chatlos Johnson ’78 passed 
away February 28, 2015.

Alvin J. McCormick, father of faculty 
member Mary McCormick passed 
away in March 2015.

Michael J. Frederick, father of faculty 
member Nancy Frederick, and father 
of Susan Frederick Rhodes ’70 and 
Mary Kay Frederick Fahey ’73, and 
grandfather of Melissa Ferriter ‘98 
and Christine Ferriter ’00 passed 
away in March 2015.

Elizabeth Garza ‘95, passed away 
March 3, 2015.

Tom Lyons, father-in-law of Katie 
Green Lyons ’93 passed away March 
3, 2015.

Joanne McNealy Kampton ‘61 
passed away March 15, 2015.

Dr. Raymond Seale, father of Stephane 
Seale Olsen ’97 passed away March 
18, 2015.

Ann Rita “Nancy” Fritsch, former 
secretary to Sr. Mary Georgia, RSM, 
the Freshmen Consultant/Dean for 
many years, and mother of Marianne 
Fritsch Lauer ‘69, Jane Fritsch ’70 
and Patricia Fritsch Garcia ’72 passed 
away March 29, 2015.

Maureen McIntyre ’87, sister of 
Kathleen McIntyre ‘78, Marguerite 
McIntyre Crane ‘79, Colleen McIntyre 
Murney ‘83, Eileen McIntyre Foley 
‘81 and aunt to Katelyn Crane ‘07, 
Bridget Crane ‘06, Kelly Crane 
‘15, Ryan Murney ‘14 and Meghan 
Murney ‘15, passed away April 1, 
2015.

Eileen Joyce, daughter-in-law to Mary 
Ellen LaVoie, former Theology faculty 
member, and sister-in-law to Jeanne 
LaVoie Devitt ‘80 and Anne LaVoie 
Sammons ‘78 passed away April 6, 
2015.

John J. Mullaney, father of Maureen 
Mullaney Valentor ‘77, Terri Mullaney 
Foley ‘80 and Sharon Mullaney 
Valentor ‘74 passed away April 11, 
2015.

Dr. James Phelps, father of Dr. Stacy 
Phelps ‘94, passed away April 25, 
2015.

Clara Woronicz, mother of former 
principal, Claudia Woodruff passed 
away May 1, 2015.

Angeline Kleinfelder, sister of staff 
member Patti Folliard, and aunt of 
Gabi Folliard ’16 passed away May 12, 
2015.

Lucille Murray, mother of faculty 
member Sheila Rave, passed away 
May 13, 2015.

Robert Houlihan, father of faculty 
member and McAuley Hall Inductee, 
Sister Nancy Houlihan, RSM, passed 
away May 27, 2015.
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notes
Anne Hopkins ’13 has been 
selected for the Intercollegiate 
Women’s Lacrosse Association 
(IWLCA) All-Regional Team for 
the Great Lakes Region. 

Anne is one of 128 student-
athletes in Division I honored 
with a selection on one of the 
All-Regional teams for 2015. 

These student-athletes are now eligible for inclusion on 
the IWLCA All-American teams. The IWLCA will honor 
the National All-Americans at the IWLCA All-American 
banquet on Saturday, June 7. 

For the Frost sisters, Lauren ‘08, Colleen ‘10, Kara ‘12, 
and Emily ‘17, life was challenging without a mom to 
share it with.  Darlene Whirity Frost ‘81, passed away 
in 2002, at just 39 years old, leaving behind four  
daughters who ranged in age from 3 to 12 years of age.

In 2010 Darlene’s 
daughters wanted 
to honor their  
mother’s memory 
while giving back 
to the communi-
ty.  Thus, the Frosty 
Walk fundraiser was 
born. The first year’s 
proceeds were  
donated to 

the American Cancer Society. The past four years 
the Frost girls have partnered with the Mulliganeer’s, 
a not-for-profit organization that helps families with 
critically sick children who are facing financial hardship.  
Over the past five years, the Frosty Walk has raised 
$97,139. The walk continues to gain momentum with  
no signs of slowing down.

Nicole Beemsterboer ‘02 is 
a senior producer at National 
Public Radio in Washington, 
D.C.  During her decade with 
the news agency, her work has 
spanned programming NPR’s 
flagship show to reporting in 
hostile environments around 
the world. Nicole’s recent work 
includes “Guilty and Charged,” 

an NPR investigation that uncovered an explosion in 

the use of fees charged to criminal defendants across the 
country, which was awarded an Alfred I. duPont award in 
2015, and The Red Cross’ Secret Disaster, an investigation 
co-reported with ProPublica on the American Red Cross’ 
bungled response to Superstorm Sandy.

Two McAuley alums recently presented at  
TedX conferences!

Claudette Soto ’97 gave a TEDx 
talk on April 12 at the Illinois  
Institute of Technology. She spoke 
on how architecture can change 
communities. Her introduction 
to her theme included how her 
McAuley education help directed 
her. Her TEDx talk was shared with 
a worldwide audience. 

In her talk “The Healthy Child: 
Assembly Required,” Kathleen 
Cranley Gallagher, Ph.D. ‘79, 
TEDxUNC 2015 Faculty Speaker, 
spoke about the assembly required 
in order to build physically,  
emotionally, cognitively, and  
socially healthy children. 

At TEDx events, a screening of 
TED Talks videos – or a combination of live presenters 
and TED Talks videos – sparks deep conversation and 
connections at the local level. TEDx events are planned 
and coordinated independently, under a free license 
granted by TED.

Virginia (Ginny) Schumann  
Petrancosta ’94 recently joined 
the American Society of Healthcare 
Risk Management – as Director of 
Marketing and Communications. 
ASHRM is a personal membership 
group of the American Hospital  
Association with nearly 6,000  
members representing risk  
management, patient safety,  

insurance, law, finance and other related professions.  
Prior to joining ASHRM, Ginny held various communica-
tions and marketing roles at major national and regional 
associations. She has more than 15 years of experience 
and holds the Certified Association Executive certification, 
the highest professional designation for the association 
management profession. 
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On Saturday, February 7, nearly 350 
donors, alumnae, parents, faculty, 
staff and friends of Mother McAuley 
gathered for Celebration 2015 at the 
Beverly Country Club.  This annual 
endowment fundraiser celebrates  
individuals who exemplify the charism 
and values of Catherine McAuley, 
continue the tradition of the Sisters of 
Mercy, and demonstrate an ongoing 
commitment to our mission. 

Father Jack Wall received the  
Catherine McAuley Leadership Award 
for his extraordinary accomplishments 
at Catholic Extension and Old Saint 
Patrick’s Church in Chicago. Father 
Wall also has close ties to McAuley  
as his two sisters are alumnae, as well  
as his niece.  During his remarks he  
commented on what he believes is his privilege: to be honored 
by the Sisters of Mercy who themselves were, and continue to 
be, pioneers in service and leadership. 

Two Life Trustees also were recognized during Celebration: 
Carol Groesbeck Sullivan ’68 and Sister Teresa “Terry” Maltby, 
RSM, D. Mn. 

During her acceptance remarks, Carol Groesbeck Sullivan 
shared “McAuley continues to be a top high school choice 
among a local Foundation’s 8th grade scholars.  And why? 
Because they know McAuley girls, and they want to be part 
of that same life-changing experience.  It is still here and still 
strong.  That is why I continue to be passionate about Mother 
McAuley Liberal Arts High School.”

Sister Terry shared that “To be named a lifetime trustee is  
to remember that to be a trustee is to be trusted—is to be  
entrusted with a mission, a legacy, a future.  When the  

mission is the education of young women, the legacy is that of 
Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy and the future is 
one of continuing Christian leadership, it is a sacred trust.   
To fulfill such a trust is always the work of a community and 
the grace of God.”  

All money raised at Celebration 2015 benefits the Sister  
Agatha O’Brien Memorial Scholarship fund. 

Established in 2014, the scholarship is awarded to the top five 
percent of students who take the High School Placement Test 
at McAuley. The $2,000 award is renewable throughout the 
student’s four years at McAuley, presuming they remain in 
strong academic standing.  Twenty-two members of the Class 
of 2018 received the award, and we are pleased to offer the 
scholarship to 28 young members who join the Class of 2019.

Save the date for Celebration 2016 –  
Saturday, February 6, 2016.

Celebration 2015 a success!

Celebration 2015

a d v a n c e m e n t  n e w s

Advancement News

From left to right, Sr. Terry Maltby, RSM; Fr. Jack Wall; Mary Acker Klingenberger ‘75;  
Carol Groesbeck Sullivan ‘68.
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Scholarship Donor Breakfast

We were pleased to welcome the benefactors of our many 
scholarships to a special “thank you” breakfast on May 5. Donors 
were seated with the beneficiaries of their scholarships and given 
the chance to hear first-hand from the girls about their McAuley 
experience as the girls expressed their thanks.  

Scholarship recipients and senior students Kaila Czarnecki and 
Sarah Dynia spoke during the breakfast, sharing personal stories 
of how the support from donors provided much needed assistance 
so they could continue and complete their McAuley education. 
“I have found generosity in a very real way through all of my 
scholarship benefactors,” said Sarah. “You are the definition of 
generosity: every scholarship that is available to us is your way of 
telling students that you believe in them. That impact is immea-
surable.” 

Kaila is a  
four-year 
recipient of 
numerous 
scholarships, 
and will 
attend the 
University of 
Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee. 
She shared, 
“Not only 
was I able to 

receive an excellent education here at McAuley, but I was able to 
experience the life of a Mighty Mac and develop various interests.  
It gave me the opportunity to find my true self and strengthen 
my spirituality. It has encouraged me to push past limitations and 
dive into the unknown.  I do not believe any other high school 
would have given me these opportunities.”

During her four years, Sarah was awarded eight scholarships to  
assist with tuition. She will attend Northwestern University in 
the fall and plans to study biomedical engineering.

You may visit our website to view video of the students’ speeches. 

The generosity of our donors is a tangible expression of their dedication 
to our students and mission.  There is so much promise in knowing 
that they aid us in fulfilling our mission to enrich young women with 
exceptional learning and spiritual growth opportunities. To learn more 
about the many ways you can help ensure that the lifetime advantage 
of a Mother McAuley education is not just a dream, but a reality for 
our young women, please visit our website www.mothermcauley.org/
giving. 

“Whatever be the station 
(women) are destined 
to fill, their example and 
advice will always possess 
influence.”

 – Catherine McAuley

I often refer to this quote by our foundress Catherine 
McAuley when looking for inspiration in my work of 
advancing Mother McAuley.   It reminds me of the 
great duty we have to our families and their daughters, 
but also to our communities in providing our students 
the important resources they need to be women of 
influence.  Women who use their critical thinking skills 
crafted at McAuley to respond compassionately in 
their homes, workplace and communities.  

The required resources are great…and becoming 
greater each year.  They require attracting and 
retaining the best faculty and staff to form and support 
our students, and help them find their talents and 
believe in themselves.  They require finding financial 
aid and scholarships to help our families afford the gift 
of a McAuley education.  They require technology, 
athletic equipment, instruments, and retreats.  All of 
these resources are equally important to develop a 
well-rounded McAuley girl.

This past year, we have engaged with so many 
influential McAuley women whether they returned for 
Career Day, Reunion, the Legacy Mass, Celebration 
or as the newest inductees of McAuley Hall, each 
and every one of them are actively influencing their 
stations in Mercy….and we are so proud.

Please help us continue the McAuley influence by 
supporting our school and donating to the Annual 
Fund so we may keep all of the aforementioned 
resources available for our current Mighty Macs so 
their impact can continue to be mighty.

Gratefully,

Carey Temple Harrington ‘86 
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Carey’s Corner

Scholarship donors, Mike and Julie Sheffieck and 
their scholarship recipients.
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Pictured are scholarship recipients Elvira Alexander ’18, Mary Grace Golon 
’18, Michaela Mariotti ’18, Olivia Aleman ’17, Kaitlyn Crook ’17, Carina Razo ’17, 
Mia DePatie ’16, Mary Jennings ’16, Allison Pater’16, Allison Broad ’15, Dara 
Sanders ’15 and Madeline Zuiker ’15.

Daniel P. Haerther Charitable  
Trust Scholarship 
Three freshmen, three sophomores, three juniors and three 
seniors were the recipients of the Haerther Charitable Trust 
Scholarship, which will cover half the tuition cost for each 
student. To be considered for the scholarship, students had 
to demonstrate involvement in clubs, fine arts, athletics 
and/or service projects; have a 3.0 G.P.A.; and demonstrate 
financial need. A total of 119 students completed the  
application and essay; it was then narrowed down to 46 
students, who participated in interviews held by the  
scholarship committee.  This scholarship is renewable all 
four years at McAuley, provided the students maintain a  
3.0 GPA.

 

Berens Scholarship
Awarded by the Archdiocese of Chicago in honor of  
Chicago attorney, Mark H.  Berens, and his family  
foundation.  Mr. Berens recognizes the importance of  
offering a quality Catholic high school education to families 
that want to see their children’s education advance well 
beyond their own.  Eligible students must have a G.P.A. of 
a “C” average or better, currently receive financial aid and 
have at least one parent who did not complete a two- or 
four-year college program. Each student received a $2,500  
scholarship, which is renewable through senior year,  
pending the student remains in good standing academically 
and behaviorally. 

Making cents  
of McAuley  

scholarships and  
financial aid

Scholarship Updates

McAuley is proud to award more than $1 million in financial aid annually to students, an amount that far exceeds our competitors! 
We’ve been blessed to have the support of many generous donors and organizations, and have recruited more to our mission this  
school year, including these supporters: 

Pictured are recipients Megan Broderick, Jacqueline Folsom, Sara Russell,  
Christina Targia and Vianney Valadez. 

a d v a n c e m e n t  n e w s

Carey’s Corner

59% of students receive financial aid/scholarship assistance.

$190,200 in merit-based scholarships awarded  
during the 2014-2015 school year.

$100,000 in merit-based scholarships awarded to the  
incoming freshman Class of 2019.$
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Fine Arts
Faith Primozic ’17 received a bronze ribbon in the Illinois High School Art Exhibition.  
Her work was juried in the exhibition of more than 500 works of art from 100 high schools 
around the state.

Grace Turcich ’16 received recognition in the Catherine McAuley Mercy Legacy Poster  
Contest sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy West Midwest.

Faith Primozic ’17 received first and third place in the Advocate Christ Medical Center  
“Art from the Heart” Competition. Faith will have her work permanently on display at Christ 
Medical Center. Annabel Oliver ’15 received second place in the competition; Ishbel  
Rodriguez ’16 and Taryn Wesclitz ’18 received honorable mentions.

Faith Primozic ’17 and Kelly Sweeney ’15 received ‘Silver Key’ awards for Excellence in the 
visual arts in the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Midwest Region; Tess Bowens ’16  
and Rachel Todd ’16 received Honorable Mentions.

Jessica Pedroza ’15 represented Mother McAuley as a member of the cast in the Illinois  
All-State Show, Pippin. She was part of a select ensembles of high school performers, technicians 
and instrumentalists from across the state of Illinois. More than 200 talented students from 75 
Illinois high schools auditioned/interviewed for this year’s production, and only 92 were selected 
for the final company, 25 of whom were cast members. 

Student Highlights

Annie Murnane ‘16, 

Service
Annie Murnane ’16 received the President’s Volunteer Service Award 
for her work at Camp Ondessonk. This award recognizes U.S. citizens who 
have achieved a high number of service hours over a period of 12 months.

Sarah Dynia ’15 received a Certificate of Excellence by the Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards for her community service through her  
organization, Stuffed Love. This certificate signifies that she was among 
the top 10 percent of all applicants from Illinois this year. She also has 
received the President’s Volunteer Service Award. 

Grace Hooker ’17 spent a week in Armenta, San Pedro Sula, Cortés, 
Honduras volunteering with the Chicago Professional chapter of Engineers 
without Borders in mid-January. 

Sarah Dynia ‘15 Grace Hooker ‘17

Athletics
Five senior softball players committed to 
college on Signing Day: Emily Rux ’15 
will play at the University of Wisconsin – 
Whitewater, Nicole Majewski ’15 will 
play at Loras College, Maryssa Vela ’15 
will play at the University of Wisconsin – 
Stevens Point and Dara Sanders ’15 and 
Jen Crowley ’15 will both play for Lewis 
University.

Four senior volleyball players commit-
ted to college on Signing Day: Kennedy 
Arundel ’15 will play for the University 
of Connecticut, Ryann DeJarld ’15 will 
play for the University of Notre Dame,  
Kelsey Clark ’15 will play for George 
Washington University, Amber Casey 
’15 will play for the University of St. 
Francis.

(Photos on opposite page.)
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Academic
Elizabeth Khouri ’15 came in 6th place in the Chicago Regional Bridge Building Contest sponsored by the Illinois Institute of 
Technology. Grace Keaty ’15 placed 8th, Kayla Herrera ’15 placed 9th and Anabelen Zuniga ’15 placed 13th.

Elizabeth Evans ’15 has received the prestigious Chick Evans Scholarship after caddying at Beverly Country Club. She will attend 
Indiana University, where she plans to study International Relations, with the aim to work in the Foreign Service for the UN, or for 
the State Department.

Mady Bolster ’16 and Apryl Moore ’16 were accepted into the Cindy Bandle Young Critics Program, a joint project between  
the Goodman Theater and the Association for Women Journalists – Chicago. The program introduces young women to the world 
of theatre criticism and professional writing through projects and bi-monthly meetings which include writing, peer reviewing, 
discussions and workshops.

Syidah Morris ‘15 was involved in a 30-week program called the “Young Entrepreneur Academy” (YEA), held at DePaul  
University. The YEA program teaches young people how to run and establish their own business; including the development of  
a business plan, marketing research, media campaigns, web presence, running sales events, obtaining funding, and pitching to 
potential investors.  On March 25, Syidah pitched her business “A Natural Way” to the investor panel and was fully funded and 
given an additional $500.00 for supplies and other needs.

Alex Devlin ’17, Danielle Spell ’17, Bridget Ryan ’16, Grace McKee ’16 and Kristina Kresic ‘16, competed in the IHSA 
Journalism Competition at Eastern Illinois. Grace McKee won 6th in the state for Feature Writing! McAuley held a cart ride  
for the students to send them off with luck from their fellow Mighty Macs. A mighty thanks to teachers Ms. Diana Burban and  
Mrs. Magen Newman!

Chicago Regional Bridge Building Contest Elizabeth Evans Mady Bolster ‘16 and Apryl Moore ‘16

Dara Sanders ‘15 and Jen Crowley ‘15 Kennedy Arrundel ‘15, Ryann DeJarld ‘15, Kelsey Clark ‘15 and  
Amber Casey ‘15
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School Highlights
My Mary Cate
McAuley welcomed Kerry Ryan Lynch ‘98 and her  
daughters, Mary Cate and Maggie, to campus on February 11. 
Kerry, who was inducted into the McAuley Hall of Honor in 
October, has been traveling to local schools to encourage  
children and adults to “Choose Kind” and embrace the beauty in 
the differences in all children. Her oldest daughter, Mary Cate, 
was born in 2011 and was diagnosed with Apert Syndrome. 
This craniofacial condition has already led to two major  
surgeries for Mary Cate, with at least eight more planned  
over the course of her lifetime. Learn more about Mary Cate  
and her story at MyMaryCate.org. 

Their visit to McAuley was one of the biggest activities in  
February as part of the school’s inititative to show how  
#MacsChooseKind. The entire student body was able to  
experience her presentation and learn more about Apert  
Syndrome, Mary Cate and how to always Choose Kind. Her 
presentation was followed by a cart ride through the halls of 
McAuley. This tradition celebrates state champions, whether  
in athletic or academic competitions. Kerry and her daughters 
are truly champions and deserve to have the same experience.

Illinois State Scholars
Thirty-four students from the graduating class of 2015 have been recognized as Illinois State  
Scholars. Students designated as scholars represent approximately the top 10 percent of high 
school seniors, hailing from 671 different high schools across the state. Selection is based on SAT, 
ACT or Prairie State Achievement Exam scores, and/or class rank at the end of the junior year. 

The following Mother 
McAuley students were 
named 2015-16 Illinois 
State Scholars:

Front row, left to right:  
Margaret O’Grady, Kelly 
O’Donnell, Jessica Pedroza, 
Brenna Roti, Marlena Sweiss, 
Aileen Blough, Erin Coghlan, 
Allison Broad and Ashley 
Cuddy

Middle row, left to right:  
Carolyn O’Neill, Sara Hoglund, 
Elizabeth Rowe, Meghan Baker, 
Kristin Galvin, Sarah Dynia, 
Maura Nolan, Ryann DeJarld,  
Mallory Miller, Tara Duffy, Emily 
Zawaski, Ashley  
Gutierrez and Julianna Magnan

Back row, left to right:  
Hannah Murphy, Margaret 
Scanlon, Erin Cunnea, Sara 
Dust, Mary Graeber, Suzanne 
Dwyer, Maureen Berglind and 
Nora Hartnett

Absent: Catherine Burns, Aileen 
Mallon, Molly Rademacher and 
Colleen Romano
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McAuley in the Media
Mother McAuley was a favorite of the local television and radio news media! The school has been featured on programs  
five times during the 2014-2015 school year. 

• Reporter Vince Gerasole from CBS-2 news was at McAuley on October 21, 2014 to feature the Brother Rice and Mother 
McAuley Band, a few super-service students, our theatre program and our varsity volleyball players during the 5:00 a.m. –  
7:00 a.m. segment.

• The Mighty Macs joined the WGN Morning News “Around Town” crew for a special 20th Anniversary newscast on  
November 5, 2014. McAuley was the only school invited to join WGN for this special segment which took place at  
Smith and Wollensky’s Grill Chicago.

• The Brother Rice and Mother McAuley Marching Band was featured on WGN-TV on October 31, 2014 as Brother Rice 
prepared for the IHSA Football playoffs. 

• The McAuley A Cappella Choir performed multiple times during the WGN Morning News St. Patrick’s Day Special at  
115 Bourbon Street on March 13, 2015. 

• The A Cappella Choir was invited to join host Dean Richards in studio the morning of March 15, 2015 on his  
WGN radio program, during which they performed songs. 

The Wizard of Oz
The Theatre Program presented its annual  
all-school musical, “The Wizard of Oz,” 
on November 20-23, 2014. More than 300 
McAuley students and boys from local high 
schools participated in the show, whether on 
stage or as part of the stage crew, tech crew, 
make-up crew, costume crew or pit orchestra. 
The production offered a magical experience, 
from flying monkeys and witches to the  
utilization of advanced tech effects.  The  
hard work paid off, as each performance sold 
out more than a week in advance!

Left to right: Francesca Velcich ‘16, Tara Duffy ‘15, Annabel Oliver ‘15, Andrew Gardner ‘15
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Sports Update
FALL SPORTS

Volleyball
The varsity volleyball team ended their regular season with a record of 26-2. They 
won both the Autumn Fest tournament and McAuley ASICS tournament, with  
Ryann DeJarld ’15 named all-tournament player for the Autumn Fest tournament, 
and Kelsey Clark ‘15 named tournament MVP. They won the IHSA Sectional 
Championship, but were defeated by Benet in the super-sectionals. The JV volleyball 
team had a record of 16-2. They won the Hinsdale Central tournament, with  
Evie Gorman ‘17 and Ashley Maher ‘17 named to the All-Tournament Team  
and Charley Niego ‘18 named the tournament MVP. They also won their GCAC  
tournament. The Freshman A team placed 2nd in the GCAC Conference Meet,  
and the Freshman B team won 4th place at the Marian Tournament. 

Cross Country
The cross country team placed 3rd in the GCAC tournament on October 18.

Golf
The varsity golf team finished the season with a 5-6 record. They came in 4th place in 
their GCAC tournament. Aine McKillop ’17 finished 14th overall and was named 
All Conference at the GCAC tournament. The JV team had a record of 7-3 and came 
in 2nd place in the GCAC tournament.

Tennis
The varsity tennis team finished their season with a 7-8 record. They placed 3rd in 
the GCAC tournament and competed in state sectionals on October 17, finishing in 
5th place. The JV team had a record of 6-4, and placed 3rd in the GCAC tournament.

WINTER SPORTS

Basketball
The varsity team finished their season with a record of 11-17. They placed 4th in  
the Disney tournament, 4th in the GCAC regular season and 4th in the GCAC 
tournament. The JV team ended the season with a 20-6 record. They placed 2nd in 
the GCAC regular season and 4th in the GCAC tournament. The Freshman A team 
had a record of 19-5. They placed 2nd in the GCAC regular season and took 1st in 
the GCAC tournament. The Freshman B team has a 13-6 record, and placed 2nd in 
the GCAC regular season.

Bowling
The varsity bowling team ended the regular season with a record of 4-6. They placed 
6th in the GCAC regular season and 5th in the GCAC tournament. In the highly 
competitive IHSA Regional, they came in 6th place, and Becca Jiricek ‘18 qualified 
to advance to the sectional as an individual bowler. The JV team had a record of 5-5 
at the end of the season. They placed 6th in the GCAC regular season and 5th in the 
GCAC tournament. 
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Mother McAuley Hosts the  
58th Commencement Exercises

Families and friends of the 278 graduates gathered on Sunday, May 17 
at the Shannon Center on the campus of Saint Xavier University. The 
Class of 2015 was the third graduating class from McAuley to process 
across the stage at the neighboring Saint Xavier University. 

Following a tradition dating back to 1846, the graduates wore long, white 
gowns, elbow-length white gloves and carried red roses. Near the end of 
the ceremony, senior Advanced Chorus members sang “Seasons of Love” 
from the musical Rent as a tribute to their fellow classmates. The  
ceremony included speeches by valedictorian, Erin Coghlan ‘15 and 
student speaker, Elizabeth Evans ’15, and the introduction of the 
alumna speaker, Dr. Susan McNicholas Rowan, D.D.S., ’76, by  
salutatorian, Margaret O’Grady ‘15.

This marks the second year that Mother McAuley has invited an alumna 
to address the graduates during commencement.  Dr. Rowan received a 
degree in Dental Hygiene from Prairie State College and began her  
undergraduate degree at Saint Xavier University, before transferring to 
the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Dentistry, from which 
she obtained her bachelor of science degree in 1982, and her doctorate 
of dental science in 1984. Her career has been extensive and incredibly 
successful, beginning at the University of Illinois at Chicago as a Clinical 
Instructor in the Department of Prosthodontics. She has since moved 
up the ranks, earning the appointment of Associate Dean for Clinical 
Affairs in the College of Dentistry at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
in 2014. Throughout her teaching career, she has worked as a Dental 
Hygienist in Oak Lawn, and held a private practice for 27 years. She 
also is an active member of the community, serving on the fundraising 
committee at Little Company of Mary Hospital since 2001, volunteer-
ing at the Health Fair for Catholic Charities, and holding the position of 
Coordinator of Annual Student Awards for the UIC College of Dentistry, 
to name a few.

Valedictorian Erin Coghlan ‘15, a graduate of Saint Cajetan, completed 
her senior year with a cumulative G.P.A. of 4.55.  Next year, she will 
attend the University of Wisconsin in Madison, where she hopes to study 
business.

Margaret O’Grady ‘15, a graduate of Most Holy Redeemer, is the 
salutatorian with a 4.48 G.P.A. She will attend St. Louis University next, 
where she has been admitted into their medical scholars program.  

Elizabeth Evans ‘15 was voted by her classmates as student speaker for 
the graduation ceremony. Elizabeth received the prestigious Chick Evans 
Scholarship and will attend Indiana University in the fall, with the aim 
to work in the Foreign Service for the UN, or for the State Department. 

Graduation

Left to right: Elizabeth Evans, Dr. Susan Rowan, D.D.S. ‘76,  
Maggie O’Grady, Erin Coghlan

Left to right: Terri McDonald Drynan ‘86 and daughter Erin; 
Nancy Hughes Dust and daughter Sara; Geri Spagnoli Tilkes 
‘85 and daughter Brenna; Cathy Keaty O’Grady ‘86 and 
daughter Maggie.
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were accepted into 
their first choice of  
college or university

Offered  
$30 million  
in scholarships

100%  
students  

move to  
higher  

education

colleges & universities  
         in 24 states

SENIOR  
AP Scholars

The Class of 2015  
matriculated to some of  
the nation’s top schools

University of Notre Dame 
Northwestern University 
Villanova University 
The George Washington University

81.5% $

15

34
Illinois State  
   Scholars STUDENTS  

GRADUATED

278

76Attending

AP Scholars 
WITH HONORS8
AP Scholars 
WITH DISTINCTION2
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YOUR GIFT... 

• supports the Mercy mission  
of Catherine McAuley to  
develop students that think  
critically and engage in the  
world with a compassionate  
heart.

• is an opportunity to share  
your McAuley experience  
with the next generation.

• delivers essential  
unrestricted support for  
our students, faculty and 
facilities.

• is a tax deductible 
contribution.

• provides a lifetime  
advantage of a Mother 
McAuley education to  
all students.

• is a thank you to the 
dedicated faculty who 
prepared you for  
the future.

• funds the silent  
scholarships that help  
keep tuition affordable  
when tuition runs out.

• makes tomorrow possible  
for every student.

ONLINE GIVING via credit card at mothermcauley.org. It’s safe and secure.

CHECKS Please make payable to Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School.

PLEDGES Gift payments spread over a period of time can be scheduled via online payment.

GIFTS OF SECURITIES OR ASSETS Under the Internal Revenue Code, gifts of long term 
appreciated property can be highly advantageous because allowable deduction is based on 
the securities’ market value at the time the gift is made, not your cost. No tax is imposed on 
capital gain.

IN-KIND DONATIONS Such gifts can include equipment, fine arts, books and other 
collections and supplies that benefi t faculty, staff, and students.

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS A gift to McAuley in honor, or in memory of an individual 
can include a scholarship, dedication of a building or specific room. Your name could 
underwrite a pivotal strategic initiative that will help us continue to prosper.

LIFE INSURANCE A gift of whole life insurance can be made by naming the school as 
the irrevocable owner and beneficiary of the policy. These types of gifts require charitable 
contributions from the donor to Mother McAuley in the amount of any premiums which may 
become due.

RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS Individual Retirement Accounts or company plans may be left 
to Mother McAuley by naming us as beneficiary. Trusts, Wills, and Bequests - you can include 
Mother McAuley in your will or trust, including living trusts and charitable remainder trusts.

MATCHING GIFTS Alumnae and friends can double their gift to Mother McAuley if their 
employer is a matching gift company.

VOLUNTEER The gift of time spent in service to McAuley is a rewarding way to become 
involved with the school. We welcome volunteers for many of our committees, programs and 
events. Your involvement is a wonderful way to actively support our mission.

PRAYERS Commit yourself to prayers for McAuley, one of the most meaningful ways to 
demonstrate your support and love for McAuley and its mission. As Catherine herself wrote, 
“Prayer will do more (to solve our difficulties)... than all the money in the Bank of Ireland. Let us 
pray well and never grow weary.”

Please visit our website, mothermcauley.org/giving to learn more, or contact the Institutional 
Advancement Office at 773-881-6557.

Ways to Give Your gift is important.

STUDENTS  
GRADUATED
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Proceeds from the outing fund the Traditional of Excellence Scholarship for legacy students.   

Friday, July 17, 2015

Stony Creek Golf Complex 
5850 W. 103rd Street  |  Oak Lawn, IL  60453

$75 for golf and dinner 
$30 for dinner only

Registration is now open on our website! 
Become a Sponsor! Information available online. 

Visit mothermcauley.org.


